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LORD ANGLESEY. 

Although this book is not intended to instruct the 
learned, or to formulate rules for the benefit of those 
that are anxious to attain literary greatness, yet I 
believe the novelty of the matter which it contains, 
and the truthfulness of its delineation, will not be un- 
attractive to the general reader. 

In this short history of manners and men, I shall 
endeavour to deal impartially and fully with all, 
neither fearing the resentment of those whose deeds 
I stigmatize as unworthy of the character and 
dignity of gentlemen, nor pandering to the faults of 
the class socially beneath them. Honour will be 
given to whom honour is due, and to those who are 
deserving of blame, blame will be recorded, that all 
may be written in fairness and for the social ?.nd 

intellectual advancement of individuals, as well as 

1 
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2 TURF CELEBRITIES I HAVE KNOWN. 

for the comfort and well-being of Society. I will 
not malign the living, nor sordidly defame the sacred 
rights of the dead, though when the truth must be 
spoken, it will be spoken without undue severity ; 
while for the sake of the living much will be passed 
over in silence which is not absolutely necessary to 
be noticed. 

The first subject taken for my narrative will be 
the Most Noble the Marquis of Anglesey, in racing 
parlance a good specimen of an English sports- 
man. In relating a few of the most interesting events 
that happened during the time I had the pleasure 
of training for him, years of mutual satisfaction 
and benefit, and as pleasant I believe to one as 
the other : I may say that his lordship was not at 
any one time of his life very talented, nor did he 
ever wish to be thought so. He was amiable and 
somewhat weak in character, but more vain of his 
person and the neatness of his dress than proud of 
his position or of his abilities, a failing which led 
him into many extravagances and caused him 
much trouble. 

He was always considered poor, but it was more 
from the extravagant way he dissipated his fortune 
than from any lack of funds. With better manage- 
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ment he might have spent thousands a year more, 
and yet have kept within the bounds of his income. 
Many of his coal mines in Cannock Chase were 
allowed to remain neglected and unworked, by 
which alone he must have lost a fortune, and no 
doubt for the want of personal attention many 
other portions of his valuable and extensive 
properties brought him in but a poor return. No 
one but himself was to blame for this result, for 
he who trusts implicitly in others we know will 
sooner or later be the loser by his imprudence. 
He sold his town mansion for £60,000, which he 
told me was not half its value, to the Directors 
of the Bank of England, of which it is now the 
Burlmgton Gardens Branch ; why he took such an 
inadequate sum for it, well knowing, as he said, 
that it was worth double, can only be accounted for 
on the supposition that he was at the time hard 
pressed for ready money. He afterwards took 
apartments and lived in Half-Moon Street, Picca- 
dilly, a residence which was neither consistent with 
his means nor position. That he had many large 
bill transactions with Padwick, if not with several 
others of the same profession, there can be no 
doubt, and in many cases he assisted his friends 
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4 TURF CELEBRITIES I HAVE KNOWN. 

by generously lending them his name, and in the 
end often had to pay dearly for such liberal acts 
of indiscretion.. He was a man of strict honour 
and integrity, and raced during his career on the 
most honest principles. 

His manner was vivacious and pleasing. To 
those socially beneath him he was condescending, 
courteous, affable, and generous, but he had no 
resolution, and allowed others to do with him just 
as they pleased, listening to the advice of his 
friends in the management of his horses, to his own 
injury. He may be said absolutely to have had no 
faults in racing, or at least none that I ever heard 
of, which is to his honour and should be mentioned 
that others may admire and follow his straight- 
forward conduct, though his acts of indiscretion 
often led him into troubles that more careful and 
wiser men would have avoided. 

He commenced racing in the year 1854, when 
he had but one horse (Lizzie) ; though she had 
but little pretensions to racing, yet she won him 
three races in succession, out of four that she ran 
for. The next year, he added to this one race 
horse, Alice Wentworth, Flying Duchess, Blue Bell, 
Sultan, Astrologus, Nabob, Lambs' Wool, and Old 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LORD ANGLESEY. 



Eowley ; out of these nine eight were winners. 
And in 1856 followed Miss Nightingale, Termagant, 
Cedric, Fugitive, Tricolour, and Heroine, in all six- 
teen. Of these not less than thirteen were winners. 
He left the turf the same year, after winning the first 
Yearling race on record, with the last-named filly at 
Shrewsbury, a few months after I bought her for him 
for 100 guineas. He ran two dead heats, and in 
running them off won both, and divided a third, 
it may therefore be said he really kept racehorses 
but two years, and, with the exception of Fugitive 
and Alice Wentworth, every one of the others were 
winners. 

Amongst the races won, were the Cam- 
bridgeshire Stakes and the Chesterfield Cup. 
Besides those I have mentioned he had very few 
horses, and those only cheap ones, so his racing 
career was certainly a success. Tricolour was the 
most unlucky; though she did not, like Yellow 
Jack, run second for so many races, she was actually 
placed in no less than ten races, amongst which 
were the Eoyal Hunt Cup at Ascot, Stewards' Cup 
at Goodwood, and the Great Eastern Handicap at 
Newmarket, and she only divided a race after 
running a dead heat with Hurdle at Salisburj'. 
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6 TURF CELEBRITIES 1 HAVE KNOWN. 

She was kept on in training the year after the 
rest of his lordship's horses were sold in 1856, as 
she had to be returned to me after she had done 
running. 

The only high-priced horses he bought, that I 
can remember, were Sultan and Termagant, for 
which he gave 1,000 guineas each, and both came 
from Ireland. On the latter at Goodwood he 
won but a trifle, in consequence of her being 
beaten in her trial. His lordship had many fads 
in connection with racing and racehorses ; he 
thought that some horses carried weight better 
than others, and that they should be always tried 
at the actual weights they would have to carry 
in their respective races, an idea not to be relied 
on. Fordham, the " crack " light-weight jockey 
of the day, was engaged to ride her at 5st. 71bs. 
and in the mile and a quarter (the distance tried, 
Fordham up) she was beaten by, I should say, at 
least 200 yards ; from this I thought her so bad 
that I tried all I could to persuade his lordship not 
to send her to Goodwood, a proposition with 
which he thoroughly agreed, but said, "I am 
steward and have no other horse that can go, 
therefore, under the circumstances, I must send 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LORD ANGLESEY. 



her." The mare was sent, Fordham rode her, 
and she won the Chesterfield Cup, no one backing 
her for a shilling, except his lordship, who always 
stood a " pony " on anything he ran. No one 
will suppose for a moment that Fordham did 
anything wrong in the trial, nor will any one 
believe the mare did her best — it was simply she 
deceived him, as many other boys styling them- 
selves jockeys have been deceived before, and as 
others will be again; he should not have been 
put up. Eeverse the order of things. Just 
suppose the mare had won her trial and been 
beaten 200 yards in the race, what would his 
lordship have said on hearing from Fordham, " the 
mare could not move, was stale as a post horse, 
went short when she cantered down the course, 
and could not begin with the other horses in con- 
sequence ? " which he would have readily believed, 
or any other nonsense a jockey told him, though 
he may have been but a boy. He would have 
said that I was to blame for her wretched 
exhibition, and that the jockey rode her as well 
in the race as he had probably done in the trial. 
But as she won, all was right, Fordham was the 
best of jockeys, no fault was found with her 
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condition, and the result of the trial forgotten. 
Again, had she won her trial, we should have all 
won our monej^ and Lord Anglesey about ten 
times what he did, and praise would deservedly 
have been given to all concerned in the matter. 

With the other horse it was different. Sultan 
won his trial with a stable-boy on him, and was 
immediately backed both for the Cesarewitch and 
Cambridgeshire Stakes. The first he ought to have 
won, as I have elsewhere demonstrated by con- 
trasting his running with Crown Pigeon in the 
two races above-named. Though we all lost on 
the first event, we won it back, and a good stake 
besides, on the secon:!, as we could not hedge, 
lie then ran up to his trial, and showed that 
from some cause never explained his running in 
the Cesarewitch was a mistake. Here I might 
mention a curious fact in connection with his 
running in the Cambridgeshire. At instable time 
(5 o'clock p.m.) I found his near fore sinew was 
the least bit enlarged, and told his lordship that 
if he was not the soundest horse in the world I 
should have thought his sinew had given way, 
but as it was I believed it might be a blow, and 
he would recover from the effects with a little 
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rest. The next day his lordship was offered 
3,000 guineas for him, which I recommended 
him to take, but as he said he could see 
nothing amiss with the leg, or but a very 
sb'ght swelling, he would not take it, for, he 
added, "if he is worth it to him (meaning the 
would-be purchaser) he is worth it to me, and 
I should like to win the Ascot Cup with him 
next year." 

About this time a noted quack had just arrived 
from America who could "cure all the ills that 
flesh is heir to," no matter whether the injury was 
trivial, serious, apparently hopeless, incurable, 
recent, or chronic, all vanished by the application 
of his British remedy, which like a dozen other 
panaceas were all said to be infallible and harmless. 
So Mr. M made his appearance, and dis- 
covered that there was nothing of any consequence 
the naatter with Sultans leg, therefore one 
application would be sufficient to effect a perfect 
cure, and he further stated that Alice Wentworth's 
lameness in her off hind leg was a disease of the 
hip, and incurable. As might be imagined, being 
a quack, he was wrong in both cases, for Sultan 
broke down in running for the Ascot Cup, his 
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first race after the Cambridgeshire, and Alice 
Wentworth got well. 

Mr. M was liberal minded, and said to me, 

" Now, Mr. Daj^ if you have any horses of your 
own I shall be glad to give you my opinion of 
them, and make no charge for it." As it happened 
I had at that time a mare called Martha, whose 
eyes apparently were bad. I asked him his 
opinion, saying, " I have a couple of mares here, 
and I should like you to tell me what is the matter 
with their eyes, please be good enough to be candid, 
if they are blind say so, or if you think they will 
shortly become so." I showed him Bianca Capilla 
first, who had the best eyes of any animal in the 
world, asking him to be good enough to thoroughly 
examine her. If the time he took over it was 
any criterion, he did it exhaustively, and then 
took me on one side, after completing his survey, 
and said with bated breath, " It's a bad case, my 
dear sir, get rid of her as soon as you can." I 
suggested that a bottle of his celebrated eye-wash 
might effect a cure, but he said, " No, still as I 
shall charge you nothing for it," he added, "I 
will leave a bottle for you to try, though it is a 
hopeless case." He was then shewn Martha, and 
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after a critical examination he came to the con- 
clusion, it was likewise " a bad case, in fact worse 
than the other, and with such eyes it was positively 
dangerous to run her." No remedy was suggested 
or tried. Martha after this ran, and won several 
races, and was sold to the foreigners for £300. 

One other story relating to this Solon I must 
relate, as it's but a short one, which partook of 
the same extraordinary nature. He told me he 
had made agricultural chemistry his study from 
boyhood, and that he should never die happy unless 
he could take manure enough on his back to spread 
over an acre of ground, to which my Uncle James, 
who was present, and a bit of a wag, immediately 
replied, " Yes, and you will bring home the crop 
in your pocket." 

My experience with veterinary surgeons has not 
been great, because, except in illness, I think their 
services are of no value in comparison with a 
trainer's. It must be so, for where a veterinary 
surgeon sees a race-horse's leg once, a trainer 
does a hundred times, and every day has oppor- 
tunities of seeing what no V. S. has the chance of 
observing perhaps half-a-dozen times in his life, 
and yet the least thing that is amiss with the horse's 
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legs the V. S. is sent for, who must, to show his 
knowledge of the case, prescribe immediately with 
often fatal results, and the case is then discovered 
to be a bad one and further remedies useless, 
while probably if left to nature a cure might have 
been effected. 

But to return to the Marquis ; he mostly betted 
in small sums, and generally a " pony," in fact he 
would rejoice as much over winning a plate and 
£100 in bets as many other people would in 
winning ten times the amount, nor did I ever hear 
him complain more than once of not winning a 
larger stake, and this was on Sultan for the Cambridge- 
shire. When, with great pride, he led his horse back 
to the weighing enclosure, nothing seemed wanting 
on the occasion to complete his happiness. He 
telegraphed to his son. Lord Berkeley Paget, at 
Beaudesert, the welcome news, and spoke of the 
victory to myself and his friends as one of the 
greatest and most pleasing events of his life, yet 
before the end of the week he said, '*he had not 
won enough, and his friends told him he ought 
to have won more." However ridiculous such an 
assertion may appear, he believed in it, and thought 
from his not doing so, it was a fault of mine more 
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thau his own, a fact he discovered through 
the intelligence and knowledge of his friends, 
"buzzers to infect his ears," rather than from 
want of discernment on his part. No one that 
knew him will doubt for a moment that his re- 
membering it so long was due to any other cause 
than the continual officiousness of his friends. 
He had but few horses with ms after, as I have 
before mentioned. The following year, he kept 
one or two at Hednesford (near his residence) for 
a short time, which were good for nothing, judging 
from their public performances ; after that he 
retired from racing altogether, I should think 
more from the want of funds than any desire to 
leave the Turf. How strange it is that success 
generally estranges more people than bad luck I 
The Marquis of Westminster left Mr. John Scott 
after winning the Ascot Cup and the St. Leger ; 
Lord George Bentinck left my father, after 
winning the Oaks, 2,000 Guineas and 1,000 Guineas 
stakes, and Mr. Merry left me the same year he 
won the Two Thousand with Lord of the Isles ! 

I may mention that Lord Anglesey was once 
good enough to invite me to Beaudesert, his seat 
in Staffordshire, for a few days' grouse sliooting. 
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I there met his son Lord Henry, the present 
Marquis, and his brothers. Lord Alexander, and 
Lord Berkeley Paget, then still very young. Mr. 
Blake accompanied us, it was late in the season, 
so the grouse were driven ; and just as I entered the 
pit with Mr. Blake and the keeper a grey hen 
alighted about forty or fifty yards from where we 
were standing. I asked the keeper if I might walk 
out and have a shot as no grouse were expected for 
a short time. " Oh, yes," he said, " but directly 
your hat appears above the ground she will be off, 
and out of shot," but of this I was not so sure, and 
said, "TU try." I did, and killed her before she had 
risen a few yards above the tops of the heather. 
This was my first head of black game " bagged " 
during that visit. I was never more hospitably 
treated or enjoyed myself more, though unfortu- 
nately much to the annoyance of the housekeeper, a 
matronly lady attired in a prim dress, the young 
gentlemen would insist upon my putting on their 
grandfather's military uniform, which he wore 
at the Battle of Waterloo ; to get at which 
boxes and wardrobes were ransacked, and the 
whole place, as she described it, turned topsy 
turvey ; but through the genial influence of Mr. 
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Blake the matter was agreeably settled the next 
morning. 

I have spoken of his lordship's impecuniosity, 
and I may here more directly refer to it from a 
case of my own, arising out of a transaction I 
had with Mr. Blake, his friend. After training for 
his lordship nearly two years, on asking him for a 
settlement of his account, he sent me a cheque for 
£100, saying, " Half a loaf is better than no bread, 
which I send at the request of Mr. Blake." Why 
he should have said so I do not know, as I had 
written for a settlement of his account myself. 
This part of the story, without giving the name, I 
referred to in the " Eace-horse in Training." On 
one occasion of his visiting Woodyates to see the 
horses when Mr. Blake was with him, I took the 
opportunity of asking the latter to be good 
enough to settle his long-standing account. He 
assured me he was unable to do so, I believed it 
then, and think so now. In his absence from the 
room, I informed his lordship what I had done, and 
said, as Mr. Blake had never paid me a shilling, I 
could not afford to keep on training his horses 
on the same liberal terms, and asked him for his 
advice on the matter, suggesting if he knew anyone 
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that would be answerable for the payment of 
Mr. Blake's accounts I would allow them to go 
on, to which his lordship, with a dignified attitude 
and pleasing manner, enquired, "What do j'ou 
think of myself? " To such a welcome and 
generous proposition I readily assented, and im- 
mediately left the room to draw up a short agree- 
ment upon the basis of this fact. After conning 
it carefully over, Lord Anglesey expressed his 
satisfaction, saying "Yes, just so," but instead of 
signing it he put the agreement into his pocket, 
and at the same time began some very interesting 
subject respecting his horses, from which he would 
not be diverted. It is really wonderful how quickly 
gentlemen can hit on matters of great and all- 
absorbing importance when they can serve their own 
turn by drawing your attention to their discovery. 

The next day they left in a hurry together, 
his lordship taking the memorandum with him, 
so that I was defeated in carrying out my design, 
not that I doubted his word, which I would have 
taken for an}^ amount, as I knew he was honourable, 
just and honest ; but verbal arrangements are soon 
forgotten, and mistakes easily made when two 
persons differently interested in large sums have 
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accounts to adjust in this uncertain fashion. 
For this reason I was anxious to have it committed 
to writing, as well as for safety against death, 
because in such an event I should have lost it 
most assuredly but for the precaution taken, as- 
no executor would be justified in paying a claimi 
without proof of debt. I was however dis- 
appointed, but soon took an opportunity of 
referring to it again when writing, enclosing a 
copy of the agreement with a request that his^ 
lordship would kindly sign and return it to me. 
To this I received no answer, and at intervals of 
a few weeks I earnestly repeated the request, but 
to no effect. Time wore on, and his lordship 
came again to see his horses, when I once more 
broached the subject with great respect, and 
explained that it was only in the event of anything 
happening to him that I wished to secure myself. 
This seemed greatly to move him, and he said with 
much warmth that he did not wish to be bound 
to pay Mr. Blake's debts for ever. The fact I should 
say was, I omitted in the hurried writing of the 
document to fix a date to which his lordship 
would be responsible for the payment. Having 

apologised for my want of skill or neglect in 

2 
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drawing up the agreement, I suggested that as 
we had just commenced the year perhaps his 
lordship would allow me to say until the end 
of it, which he generously did, and so the matter 
ended. Mr. Blake soon after sold his horses, 
and Lord Anglesey paid his account, which was, 
if I remember rightly, about £2,000, not that I 
had any settlement with his lordship then or for 
some time after, in fact not until the next or 
following year. 
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MR. BLAKE. 

As an old friend of Lord Anglesey-, I cannot intro- 
duce Mr. Blake at a more opportune time than 
following the notice I have given of his lordship. 
Mr. Fiennes and Mr. Williams were the racing 
names of Mr. Blake, who sent me Old Eowley, a 
well-named son of the Merr}^ Monarch, to train in 
1850. He was one of the most svmmetrical and 
best-shaped little horses I ever saw, and as pretty as 
a picture ; he wanted nothing but size to make him 
the finest and best-shaped horse in the world ; he 
was but a pony, therefore did not win any large 
stakes. He won races at Newmarket for six con- 
secutive years, and amongst them was included The 
Great Eastern Handicap; also at Epsom, Bibury 
Club, and Stockbridge he was a winner. To Mr. 
Blake he was what Historian was to Sir Frederick 
Johnstone, a horse that could be depended on to do 
his best and win in his turn, which few aged horses 
can boast of. Towards the finish of Old Rowley's 

racing career, he ran in Lord Anglesey's name, as 

2* 
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did Nabob, though I think they belonged to Mr. 
Blake, unless he sold or gave them in part payment 
of what he owed Lord Anglesey ; he also owned 
Lambs' Wool and Bravery, but he never had more 
than two or three at the same time : Nabob and Old 
Eowley were the two best. 

He was considerably advanced in years when I 
first became acquainted with him ; of his ante- 
cedents I know nothing, he was a very fine man, 
most gentlemanly in manners, aflable, and obliging. 
Whilst his father was alive, his power of doing any- 
thing besides borrowing money was very little, but 
he was hopeful, and always said how large his ex- 
pectations were, on the decease of that excellent and 
affectionate old parent. He was, I believe, never 
married, and lived in a small, well furnished, and 
comfortable house at Worthing ; his rooms were 
gaily decorated with primitive fire-arms, arquebuses, 
pistols, and guns, also swords and cutlasses, antique 
and costly memorials from deceased noblemen, for 
collecting which he appears to have had a mania. 
The furniture of his house was much admired for its 
age, and, as most virtuosos do, he dearly treasured 
and loved the many articles of priceless value which 
he had collected together in his home. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MR, BLAKE. 21 



Mr. Blake was on friendly terms with a Mr. 
Mitchell, a retired and much respected stage coach- 
man, who by industry and care had gained a com- 
petency as he thought for the remainder of his days. 
They often met at each other's houses, and I think 
Mr. Blake presented him with a thorough-bred horse 
of the female sex, dignified by the name of a brood 
mare, that Mitchell took care should be well pro- 
vided for in the shape of land and stables, and from 
which in the course of time sprung up a breeding 
establishment. Soon after hearing of the extreme 
wealth of Mr. Blake's affectionate father, and know- 
ing how greatly a small sum would add to the pre- 
sent comforts and enjoyments of his devoted son, Mr. 
Mitchell kindly lent him £1,000, a portion of his 
early savings. If Mr. Blake was fastidious and 
eccentric in one way, as he certainly was, Mr. 
Mitchell was no less so in another, for he declared 
he could not eat his luncheon with a silver fork, as 
he was not born with a spoon of that costly metal in 
his mouth, so he seriously remarked to his amiable 
host, and positively refused to make the attempt. 
The fork was changed, and a steel two-pronged 
fork from the kitchen replaced it, which he 
said was much more in keeping with his simple 
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taste and primitive habits. Can absurdity go 
farther ! 

Mr. Blake, there is no doubt, had the smallest of 
incomes — and whatever he had was generally anti- 
cipated, yet he was a dandy, dressed well, rode in 
first-class carriages, and was mostly to be seen in 
the company of gentlemen, feasting on the greatest 
dehcacies of the season, but this was to me always 
a mystery. Mr. Blake was never considered an 
industrious man, though he was generous to a 
degree. I might have furnished my house with 
presents from him, and filled my stables with horses, 
from the stable of his friend Mitchell, just as my 
larder was supphed from his London poulterers with 
poultry. He once sent me a turkey, weighing forty 
pounds, as a present for my Christmas dinner, which 
arrived in good time a few days before the 25th. 
Without moralizing, I may say that it is a pity such 
doings should be countenanced by the aristocracy ; 
it's more, it's wrong, for few people will care to help 
themselves whilst others are foolishly offering to help 
them. Time has given proof of this. Now impe- 
cunious noblemen and gentlemen, owners of encum- 
bered estates, wisely have their younger sons 
brought up to some profession or business by which 
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they may earn their living. I feel sure no one that 
takes the trouble to think at all will deny that the 
lives of idle men are spent in trifles in which they 
do no good to themselves nor any benefit to their 
fellow creatures. It is belter to have laboured 
with Hercules than to have indulged in the soft 
repose and enervating luxury of Sardanapalus, 
which reminds me of Lord Byron's couplet : 

" When all is done, ui)on the Tomb is seen 
Net what he was, but what he shotQd have been.** 
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LORD HOWE. 

Among the illustrious great, perhaps no man was 
ever more entitled to be placed than the Eight 
Honourable Earl Howe. Though no politician or 
deep thinker, yet he was a bright example and a 
shining light to his compeers, and his many virtues 
are held in grateful remembrance by all who knew 
him. 

He married a daughter of the late Mr. Sturt 
of Crichel, the father of the present and first Lord 
Alington, with whom he was contented to live 
quietly, surrounded by the affection of his family. 
Her ladyship was a charitable and religious woman, 
and in many ways a good example to those around 
her. 

The last time I had the pleasure of seeing her 
ladyship was at her brother's, the late Colonel Sturt, 
at 61, St. James* Street, where I had called to see the 
Colonel ; he introduced me by saying, " Oh, William, 
you know my sister, Lady Howe," she replied, " Yes, 
certainly, I have met William Day before." Being 
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in a chatty vein, she commenced a conversation 
that must have lasted for an hour, inveighing 
against racing and the wickedness of those that 
attended race courses. I endeavoured mildly to 
combat her opinions and to explain to her that 
everyone who went to -races was not necessarily 
wicked. The Colonel occasionally joined in the 
discussion, at one time agreeing with one, and at 
another with the other disputant, till her ladyship 
finished by saying, " I feel that I should die at once 
if I ever thought his lordship (meaning Lord Howe) 
kept a racehorse." She appeared quite overcome by 
the idea of such a possibility, which plainly shewed 
the feverish state of her mind upon this subject, 
which accounted perhaps for her lamentable death. 
His lordship, who was never of a robust constitution, 
was much cast down by the melancholy event, and 
it is probable the suddenness of his loss laid the seeds 
of his own dissolution, which took place not long 
after Lady Howe's decease. 

To the last he was never without his quill tooth- 
pick, which always seemed in a violent state of ex- 
citement, oscillating from one side of his mouth to 
the other with the speed of a weaver's shuttle. I 
never saw him without this plaything. The loss of 
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one of his daughters, a loving and devoted lady, 
added another sad blow to his already enfeebled 
health, from the effects of wliich he never recovered, 
and died at Bournemouth soon after the melancholy 
event. I saw him but a few weeks before he was 
called to his rest, in an invalid carriage drawn by a 
small pony, attended by his page-boy. We conversed 
for a short time under the shade of the pine trees^ 
The weather was very warm, but he was too weak 
to say much. I parted from him, touched by the 
meekness and dignity of departing greatness. He died, 
as he lived, a Christian, in calm serenity, amid worldly 
pleasures, that affected him not, and of him it may as 
truly be said, as it was of Burman, " He concluded 
his life, which had been illustrious from many virtues, 
by exhibiting an example of true piety." 

Owing (as I have stated) to her ladyship's religious 
eccentricities, and her dislike to racing, he was 
obliged to keep from her the knowledge that he 
indulged in an amusement so wicked in her eyes. 
After the memorable Nonius affair, on my return 
from Newmarket, I accidentally met him in Picca- 
dilly, by Lord Palmerston's old house (now the 
Naval and Military Club), when he said to me, " You, 
William, Mr. Sturt, and Sir Frederick ought to be 
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put together in a sack and well whipped," adding, 
" Wliy did you not come to me ? I could have put it 
right for you in five minutes, there is nothing at all 
in it," to which I replied, " I was a perfect stranger 
to what they intended doing until it was done.'* It 
is clear that in his lordship's opinion the dispute was 
of a verv trivial nature, and the decision arrived at 
hasty and unreasonable in the extreme, for shortly 
afterwards he sent for me and offered to buy some 
horses if I would allow them to run in my name, 
which was accordingly done ; when I wanted to see 
him respecting them, it was arranged I should go to 
General Mark Wood's house, where his lordship would 
meet me. 

Of the general I may and should say, or " ingrati- 
tude would besmear me," that he was the most perfect 
gentleman I think I ever met in my life ; his actions in 
every way were honest and noble ; he was without 
pride, and as generous as he was kind. When I recog- 
nized and admired the picture of Camerine hanging in 
his dining-room, which belonged to his relative, the 
late Sir Mark Wood, of Hare Park, Newmarket, at 
whose death she became the property of Lord George 
Bentinck, at my description of her merits and appear- 
ance he seemed greatly interested. 
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I should like to mention a little incident which 
took place during lunch which showed what a good- 
hearted and generous man the general was. He took 
a bottle of wine from his sideboard, and said, " Now, 
Mr. Day, I want you to have some of this fine old 
brown sherry, it^ is a curiosity," and on my express- 
ing a wish he would not open it on my account, he 
added, " Trainers to whose houses I go always give 
me the best of everything, and the best I have is not 
too good for me to give them in return," which was 
kind and very nice of him. To what trainer or 
trainers he alluded I have no knowledge, it certainly 
was not to me, for he never visited my place at any 
one time of his life. 

But to return, I sold his lordship Woodman of 
Arden, by Toxophilite, for £300 as a yearling ; he 
only turned out a moderate horse, so I advised him to 
run him in a selling-plate, which he did at Brighton. 
The General was present and backed him for himself, 
as well as for his lordship and myself. The result of 
the race was unsatisfactory, as the boy that rode the 
horse said, '* I lost a bit of ground at starting which 
I could never make up, owing to the horse stopping 
to kick when I jammed the spurs into him, otherwise 
I should have won." I told the General this that he 
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might, on his return to town, relate it to his lord- 
ship ; in the meantime I asked Colonel Carlton (now 
Lord Dorchester), who was second, if he would claim 
one for me. He replied, " Yes, certainly ; what is 
it ? " I said, " Mine, sir," and he did so. 

Now, as I believed the horse was beaten from the 
occurrence referred to, and not from any deficiency 
of speed or the want of stamina, I wrote to his lord- 
ship and said if he liked he could have the horse 
again for £300, the claiming price, and that I 
thought he was worth much more. 

To this he replied, as his health was failing, he 
would rather not have him, still, as I had bought 
liim, if I wished it he would again become the owner, 
thus showing a generous disposition, which was 
really more considerate of my convenience than of 
his own comfort, a trait that was in strict keeping 
with his noble nature, so often exhibited in different 
ways in other transactions that I had with him. I 
therefore kept the horse and won the Blankney 
Nursery Stakes (worth £370) at Lincoln Autumn 
Meeting with him, defeating two great favourites in 
Colonel Forester's Blue Bull and Mr. Chaplin's Stray 
Shot, which was second. The next day he (Stray 
Shot) won the Brownlow Nursery Plate, and then 
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Woodman of Arden was purchased by Mr. Hughes 
for £500, for whom he won the Bentinck Welter 
Handicap at Liverpool Autumn Meeting on the last 
day of the races, after having fallen into the canal 
in a race just before. 

I have said this much for the sake of the credit it 
reflects on a generous and ingenuous character, as 
well as from the pleasure it gives me to gratefully 
record some of Lord Howe's noble and disinterested 
actions towards myself and others. 
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LOED EIVERS. 

Lord Eivers was a younger son of the fourth baron, 
and succeeded his brother in the title and family- 
estates in Dorsetshire and elsewhere. It may be 
stated that the fifth Baron Eivers had married a 
sister of Earl Granville (who often used to visit 
Eushmore). By this marriage he had a large family 
of sons and daughters, so that Major the Hon. 
Horace Pitt (the subject of this memoir) at that time 
never entertained any idea of surviving his brother 
and his many sons, and becoming inheritor of Eush- 
more, his ancestral estates. He was one of the finest 
men when in the army (Horse Guards) I ever saw, and 
retained his manly appearance and dignified bearing 
in his old age. He was not a provident man, and 
the state of his exchequer never at any time ad- 
mitted of any liberties being taken with it, although 
his tastes were somewhat extravagant. 

As Major Pitt, he had kept a few race-horses, 
which he trained with old Mr. Percy at Pimperne, 
near Blandford, and with Mounseer won the Chester 
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Cup, but from finandal difficulties he had to leave 
racing to others and betake himself to an obscure 
retreat, in a remote part of Scotland, which he 
styled, " a fisherman's hut," by the sea-coast. Here 
he lived on what little income he possessed for man)'- 
years, amusing himself either with fishing or shoot- 
ing, and he was probably at times without a servant 
or a friend in this solitary place of exile. Lord Eivers, 
after the death of his brother, his nephews having 
all died on arriving at the age of about nineteen 
or twenty years (none of them, I think, attained their 
majority), became possessed of the title and estates 
and took up his residence at Eushmore. 

There is a very curious story told of one of 
his predecessors, probably his uncle, which I 
have heard related, and which was something after 
this fashion,, although I cannot vouch for its truth, 
therefore give it only for what it is worth. A 
gipsy was found murdered at Dean Lane, in the 
neighbourhood of Eushmore, and it was supposed by 
some people that Lord Eivers knew more of the 
affair than seemed consistent with innocence. Soon 
after this he visited one of his cottagers (a widow), 
in order to give her notice to quit Some angry 
words passed between them, and she boldly accused 
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him of complicity in the murder of the gipsy, which 
was still the talk of the neighbourhood, and, with 
an awful imprecation, told him that " never a son 
nor any direct heir of his should come to the title or 
enjoy the estates." However strange this prophecy 
may appear, it is not so strange as its literal fulfil- 
ment, for I believe that no heir in the direct line 
ever did live to succeed to them, and even the title 
itself is now extinct. The last Lord Eivers inherited 
the property from his brother, as before stated, who 
had five sons, all dying 5^oung and predeceasing him, 
and he himself had succeeded his uncle, who, I 
believe, drowned himself in the Serpentine, and was 
again a brother of the one against whom the widow 
pronounced the anathema. The immediate prede- 
cessor of the late lord was undoubtedly superstitious 
and very much afraid something very awful would 
happen to him. When I lived at Woodyates Inn, 
he one morning received a small packet of gun- 
powder and a box of lucifer matches, with a letter 
threatening his destruction. My post-boy, a decrepit 
old man of the name of Newman, was suspected of 
the outrage, so steps were taken to ascertain if he 
was the writer of the diabolical epistle, consequently 
a man one day entered the tap-room attached to my 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 TURF CELEBRITIES I HAVE KNOWN, 

house, with his arm in a sling, and pretended that he 
could not use it, so he asked Newman to write a few 
words to his wife, which Newman did. He then 
departed for the assumed purpose of posting it, and 
on comparing the handwriting Avith that on the letter 
received by his lordship the conclusion arrived at 
was that Newman was the culprit. However, no 
further steps were taken in the matter. Newman 
could have had no object in writing such a letter, 
and I believed him when he said that he neither 
wrote it, nor caused it to be written, nor did he know 
anything about it. 

Eeturning to the subject of my memoir, I will 
relate an incident showing to what lengths those 
deadly vipers (the tribe of money-lenders) will go 
when they have an opportunit)^ which occurred 
with a certain money-lender,. There is no doubt 
that Lord Eivers, in his younger days, derived 
supplies from the professional money-lenders. 
On the decease of his brother, when he came 
to the estates, he naturally desired to pay his 
last tribute of respect and love to his departed 
relative, but the old money-lender prevented 
even this, as he attended the obsequies with 
a legal document, held by functionaries of 
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the law called sheriff's officers, to take his 
person, which his lordship adroitly managed to 
prevent, and so defeated the machinations of his 
enemy. After this, the dispute was taken into the 
law courts, when it was proved that the claim was for 
nothing but old bills long since paid and which 
should have been given up, but were kept ; a crafty 
dodge of the money-lender, "as old as the hills/' 
Now I must tell you how the cunning old money- 
lender who had done so many people in his life, was, 
by way of a change, cleverly done himself. He had 
agreed to lend a gentleman, on the third day of 
Ascot Eaces (in Chanticleer's year), £6,000, so went 
down with it for the purpose of doing so. Just after 
the start for the Cup the excitement was very great, 
and as the horses were coming round the last bend 
into the straight, it was at its height, and suddenly 
an active little fellow leaped on to the brawny 
shoulders of the stalwart money-lender, who was 
standing on the lawn in front of the stand, and 
shouted vociferously, " The grey wins ! Chanticleer, 
the grey, the grey for a thousand ! " Against such 
familiarity the money-lender protested in strong lan- 
guage, for his was often more forcible than polite, 

but it was useless. When the man got off he quickly 

3* 
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disappeared in the surging crowd, and then the 
money-lender soon found that by this trick he had 
been robbed of the whole £6,000. It only shows 
how easily the cleverest of the clever can be out- 
witted when it is known that they have money about 
them ; but the plan was a novel one, sharp and 
decisive, and once again " the biter was bitten,*' and 
no one regretted it. 

Agreeable as it must have been to his lordship to 
inherit the title and estates, he had many and most 
troublesome difficulties to contend with ; some were 
brought about through his indiscretion, and others 
through circumstances which, no matter how wise 
and careful he might have been, he could not have 
avoided or mitigated. Before he had got through or 
over his bill transactions, he foolishly became 
surety for a nobleman for a large sum of money, 
not a sou of which was ever repaid, nor was it 
likely to be, nor did he ever get a shilling of the 
interest. 

In this affair Lord Eivers showed a lamentable 
simplicity, which was less creditable to his 
honour than many other generous actions of 
his life, and he was left to pay for his impulsive 
confidence and to see others enjoy what he had 
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hoped to gain. This entailed on his lordship a 
reduction of his income to the extent of several 
thousands a year, as he^ had to raise a large 
sum at an insurance office to pay the debt, 
which necessitated his insuring his life for 
the amount borrowed, thus making it a very ex- 
pensive matter, as he was then about sixty years of 
age. 

The experience that might have given wisdom to 
some appears to have had no such beneficial effect on 
him. How strange and irresistibly fatal is the 
passion that seizes the minds of most men who 
become possessed of ancestral estates or properties, 
to improve them, or may be to mar, demolisfli or 
rebuild, whilst their exchequer is verging on the 
state of bankruptcy! At Woodyates, Alvediston 
and Cholderton, I laid out a small fortune without 
reaping any very substantial benefit, except in the- 
first named place, where my business compelled me^ 
to build. 

What an example we have again in the pious,, 
careful and philanthropic Earl of Shaftesbury, who 
directly he came to St. Giles's laid out a large sum of 
many thousands, which crippled him to the day of 
his death, in merely ornamenting the exterior of the 
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mansion. Yet the two tower-like structures lie 
erected were considered by most people of taste to 
have destroyed its bold outline, and spoilt the unity 
of the whole. 

This was undoubtedly a serious mistake, as well as 
the way in which he pulled down capital farm-houses 
and replaced them by mansions for the farmers, built 
most expensive out-buildings, which were neither 
wanted nor used in many cases, and served no purpose 
but to enrich the builders. These wasteful acts of 
extravagance one would not expect to find in a man 
with so noble a character, so I think we may safely 
infer that his intentions were those that shone so 
brightly all through his life, viz., to benefit his 
fellow- creatures in whatever station of life he found 
them, and to extend to them a helping hand, for he 
undoubtedly did great good in pulling down the 
hovels called houses that were inhabited by human 
beings, and building comfortable and commodious 
cottages, with nice gardens attached, for his tenants' 
labourers to live in, and it is well-known no poor 
man ever appealed to him in vain, and it is feared he 
was often imposed upon through his kind-heartedness. 
All these alterations and improvements were done 
with borrowed money, so here again we see the 
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sacrifice of personal comfort, and the trouble and 
annoyance borrowed money invariably carries with 
it, mostly incurred for the sake of others. St. Giles's 
house is again undergoing extensive alterations. 
Lady Shaftesbury, during the minority of her son, the 
present Earl, I am informed, has been pleased to raze 
to the ground all that the great and philanthropic 
Earl, father of her late husband, had but a few years 
since put up at such an enormous cost. When the 
present Earl attains his majority he may not be 
satisfied with his mansion, and try his hand at 
improving it by erecting some hideous deformity, 
and so the farce will be repeated once more. 

The present Lord Alington, after the death of his 
father, made vast alterations and great improvements 
at Crichel, by decorating the house, building lodges, 
conservatories, and extensively adding to the lawns 
and pleasure grounds, which for a rich man is com- 
mendable, but, as I have said, the desire for altering 
and improving property is as ardent and conspicuous 
in the poor as the rich possessor. 

The late Lord Rivers was no exception, nor was he a 
whit less fantastical in spending money upon his pro- 
perty than those I have mentioned, though it was 
thought he was really without adequate means of 
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doing so. His next exploit was to have his house re- 
painted and repapered throughout, both the exterior 
and interior thoroughly cleansed, all his pictures re- 
stored and varnished, and the frames regilded ; this 
apparently was all that was required. When these 
alterations were completed lie invited some of his 
old friends and neighbours to come and partake of 
his hospitaUty ; during their visit one of the servants 
of a guest was taken seriously ill with gastric fever, 
this necessitated an investigation of the house and 
drains by a host of experts, including the Sanitary 
Inspector, Hygienic Professors, and Medical Officers. 
They having examined the place, made their report, 
coming to the conclusion that the drainage was 
dangerously defective, so his lordship had all the 
floors taken up and relaid on scientific principles, or 
new ones laid down on the most approved system, 
throughout the whole house and premises, including 
even the stables, after which walls and paper were 
repaired, carpets put down, etc , and then a most 
welcome move was made in the shape of the heads of 
the various departments of the work leaving, and 
with them the whole body of artizans and labourers, 
thus allowing his lordship once more to enjoy the 
repose of his secluded country seat. 
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But alas for the brevity of human happiness ! he 
was not long permitted to do so, for on wishing to 
have one of the rooms redecorated that was not quite 
to his taste, although the workmen had only just 
left after completely renovating his establishment, he 

sent for a paperhanger (Mr. ) of Blandford, who 

was employed to do it ; his lordship, while strolling 
round to inspect his work, in his chatty and nice 
way, enquired how he found trade generally, lo 
which the man replied, ** I have nothing to complain 
of so much as the want of capital which prevents me 
from employing more workmen and so extending my 
business," here he touched a sympathetic chord, and 
his lordship asked how much more he required in 
order to carry on his busine^ss successfully, and was 
told five hundred pounds would do it well, when, 
with his characteristic kindness, he immediately said, 

" I will write you a note to take to Mr. , my 

banker, at Blandford, who will let you have the 
money you want, and you can repay it as soon as 
you find it convenient to do so." The amount 
was duly advanced to him but never repaid, or 
any part of it, for in a few weeks the man was a 
bankrupt. 

Who can help admiring the open-heartedness 
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and lavish generosity of the one, or condemning 
the conduct of the other ? 

These heavy drawbacks were no doubt the cause 
of his lordship commendably giving up his drag 
when he found, he could no longer afford to keep it, 
and which had been a source of great pleasure to 
him, especially as he was considered a good whip and 
took great delight in handling the ribbons. This 
confined his out-door amusements to riding his hack, 
and driving his mail phaston, and the field-sports in 
their season, but he never hunted, though he 
preserved foxes to a certain- extent for his friends. 

After the death of his first wife he married an 
amiable lady, the daughter of Captain Bastard, who 
survived him, but left no issue by either. 

To many other ridiculous things he did about this 
time must be added the earnestness with which 
he advocated the cause of " the Claimant," in 
whom he believed, on the ground, as he told me 
hinaself, that he thought he could tell a gentleman from 
a butcher, and he was further strengthened in this 
opinion by an incident which happened to himself on 
taking possession of Eushmore, and which proved to 
him how soon a person may be forgotten even by those 
who have known him intimately. On his enquiring 
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how many of his old servants were in the neighbour- 
hood, and where they were living, he was told of one 
residing in a cottage on the estate not far off. 
This man had been in his service as butler for some 
lime. The next morning his lordship went to see 
him, and on his arrival he learnt he was not at home 
but was expected to return in a few minutes, so he 
chatted in the meantime to his wife, and said, " I 
suppose you know me?*' "No, sir," was the reply, "I 
do not." "You remember Colonel Pitt?" "Yes, 
very well, my husband lived with him many years as 
butler." " Well, I am he," which nothing would 
induce her to beheve. At this time her husband 
returned, and she said to him, " Here, Thomas, is a 
gentleman who says he is Lord Eivers, that used to 
be Colonel Pitt, that you lived with for some years ; 
what do you think of him ? " 

After a good look at his lordship, he said 
smilingly in reply to her, " No, not a bit of it, the 
gentleman is no more like my old master than I 
am," Still trying to convince him of his identity, 
he continued, " Why you lived with me five years, 
and do you remember so and so which happened on 
Christmas Day before I left England ? " " Yes sir, 
very well, but how did you happen to know it, may 
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I ask — were you among the company at the time ? " 
" Yes, of course I was, and your master, and am 
now Lord Elvers, and want you to come back to 
live with me," which so astonished him that he 
could argue no longer, but promised to attend the 
next day at Eushmore ; being, I suppose, con- 
vinced that he was mistaken in the identity of his 
lordship, he accepted the post and remained with 
him for several years. This event always impressed 
Lord Elvers so forcibly that it was easy enough for 
Sir Eoger Tichborne, as he styled himself, to make 
him believe that after a few years' absence from 
home he might not be recognised by his most 
intimate friends ; but after the trial his lordship one 
day at Alvediston told me he thought he might be 
mistaken, and acknowledged to me what he would 
not admit to anyone else, for to the last " the 
Claimant " looked on him as one of his staunchest 
and most sincere friends. The wags said, when the 
solicitors of ** the Claimant " ceased to act for him : 

** Baxter, Rose and Norton, 
Baxter knows he's Orton.*' 

But I must now relate some of his lordship's- 
doings in the Eacing World. He began by having- 
( 1 1 horse, and soon after a few more followed, never 
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having moi:e than two or three with me at any one 
time during his racing career. However unwise and 
indiscreet people may be or have been in every 
other walk of life, as soon as they become owners of 
race -horses they are all Solons, everyone of them 
wise, and many of them gifted with great acuteness. 
They know what horses to purchase, the cheapest 
way to obtain them, how and where to place and 
run them, and how to ensure success. Not even the 
assistance of luck is considered necessary for the 
accomplishment of this desirable end, and Lord 
Rivers was not a whit behind the most sanguine in 
this respect, but, like other wild and visionary 
theorists and impractical men, he found it more 
easy to talk of doing great things than to carry out 
successfully what he had so cunningly contrived. 
His great hobby was to have his horses run big, in 
fact in his opinion they should run in no other state 
of preparation ; he also believed amongst other things 
that no one could win a large stake in my stables 
by betting, because of some of my other patrons, who 
were supposed to forestall the owners, leaving 
them to put up with backing their horses at short 
odds, on the morning of the race. This at times 
was no doubt right, and so it is everywhere else ; 
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there is hardly a stable in England where one 
gentleman does not try to out-do and forestall his 
friend by backing his horses as well as those 
belonging to other patrons of the stable. Strange 
to say, this appears allowable in them, but if one of a 
less dignified class were to do the same thing there 
would be at once a murderous outcry against such 
treachery in the camp, which it would be difficult to 
condone. How he set about frustrating their 
designs it will not be uninterestinor to relate to mv 
readers. I bought a yearling at Ascot for £25, that 
had been put up for sale by auction but not sold, and 
when he was two years old sold him to Lord Eivers, 
after trying him with Oxonian, a speedy old horse, at 
two stone, and he won ; he afterwards ran for and 
won the Cup at Shrewsbury ; here his lordship did 
not like the price, and thought if the horse had 
been in some stables he should have got double the 
odds, and so won a much larger stake, which proved, 
as he said, the truth of his theory. This may or 
may not be so, and would of necessity have 
depended on several things, for instance, the state of 
his horse's condition, and whether he was fancied by 
the public or the stable, as well as by his owner. 
The horse was elegantly named Pitchfork, and 
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when his lordship bought him it was on the 
condition that the horse remained with me during 
his racing career, or I would not have sold him. But 
his lordship over and over again begged of me to let 
him send the horse somewhere else, so that we 
could, as he said, both win a large stake, and at last I 
foolishly consented. This was his honest opinion and 
clear conviction, beyond all manner of doubt. The 
horse was sent to be trained at Newmarket, where 
he was well tried, sent to Goodwood and expected to 
win the Stewards' Cup, which in reality was a gift to 
him, as will afterwards appear ; but*from something, 
a mystery that no one ever could unravel, he did 
not come up to the expectations formed of him. 

I may here say that in all his transactions with 
me, and I believe with everybody else, Lord Eivers 
was one of the most honourable men in the world, 
and exceedingly liberal. On arriving at Goodwood 
his lordship was much disgusted at finding his horse 
first favourite, because, as far as he knew, he had 
not backed him for a shilling. We talked the matter 
over at night, and again the next morning, when he 
was early at the stable — 5 a.m. — ^fuU of the 
same anxiety, nervous and undecided as to what 
he should do. I recommended him not to run, 
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but to back Oxonian, which I thought would 
win with Pitchfork out of the race. We went 
together to Mr. Hughes, who was lodging close 
by, saw him in his bedroom, and after a long 
consultation, his lordship agreed that he would not 
run Pitchfork, but would back Oxonian, and so the 
matter was left. Lord Eivers went early to the 
course, that he might stop the late Mr. Adkins (his 
commissioner) from doing anything more, but 
Adkins or someone else over-persuaded him to run, 
as they said the race was an easy one to win, and he 
would never get such a chance again, so he took 
tlieir advice and ran The weakness which was 
always Lord Eivers' prevailing characteristic was 
plainly seen here, and with the same unfortunate 
results witnessed so often before ; he could not say 
no, and the last adviser was generally listemid to, 
and his advice followed. This so annoyed Mr. 
Hughes that he said, " You are doing as you like, 
my lord, with your horse, and I will do as I like 
with mine," and more out of pique than anything 
else, and induced by the long price, he backed 
Oxonian and won about £20,000, not a shilling was 
on at less than about 20 to 1, and most of it at 30 
and 40. The horse won in a canter, and Pitchfork 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LORD RIVERS. 49 



was nowhere, so Lord Eivers, through his own 

mistake, lost a good sum by running his horse and 

not backing Oxonian, against his own judgment, and 

in order to please other people. I should say when 

I had the two. Pitchfork had 161bs in hand of 

Oxonian, therefore he ought, if in form, to have won 

in a trot, but he never won a race afterwards for his 

lordship, or any one else, remaining in the same 

hands to the day of his death. 

Lord Eivers was annoyed with Mr. Hughes, and 

Mr. Hughes was displeased with his lordship, and I 

was blamed by both. Lord Eivers left me for doing 

my duty to both clients, and I in giving up my 

power over Pitchfork, to please him, lost a fortune, 

which I should certainly have won with him there or 

somewhere else, if I had kept him as I had a right to 

do ; yet Lord Eivers .never saw or admitted the 

egregious mistake he had made in taking the horse 

out of my hands, in order to get a better price about 

him when backed, yet even this he failed to do, and 

lost the race as well. All, especially trainers, may 

learn from this to follow their own opinion, not to 

give up what they believe to be right merely to 

please their employers, since by such a course they 

will probably gain nothing, and are not unlikely in 

4 
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the end to lose that favour which they have risked 
so much to secure, as I did in this case. Of course 
everybody blamed Mr. Hughes and sympathized 
with Lord Eivers, who really was the only man to 
blame in the matter. He raced but httLe after this, 
but, on walking through the Findon stables one day, 
he liked the look of Warrior, was asked to buy him, 
and did so. The horse Won several races for him, 
and was about the last horse he had in training. 

Of his lordship, personally, perhaps I knew more 
than I did of any other of my august employers. 
He was, without affectation, generous, just, as 
courteous and pleasant to those socially beneath 
him as he was affable and sincere to his own 
compeers ; he was the best paymaster ahve, he 
never disputed or altered an item in his accounts, 
and paid his bill with the most praiseworthy 
punctuality by a cheque — not like so many others 
have done, by an acceptance, which at maturity 
was often dishonoured, or had' to be renewed over 
and over again, and sometimes not paid at last. He 
was neat in his dress, wearing generally a black and 
white check necktie, passed twice round his neck, 
tied in a double bow, or a blue one, with small white 
spots, worn in the same way, and in the country 
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he generally wore thick walking boots, with broad 
soles. He was fond of shooting and was a fair shot, 
and when e([uipped was dressed as a sportsman 
should be. 

I often shot partridges at Eushmore, with him, Sir 
Eichard King and Mr. Cox, the eminent banker of 
the firm of Messrs. Cox and Co., Craig's Court, 
Charing Cross. Whilst we were at luncheon one 
day, Mr. Cox said, addressing Sir Eichard, " Dick, 
how old are you ? " and he replied, " Seventy-two, 
Horace. How old are you ? " *' Sixty- two," he 
replied, and then, turning to me, " WiUiam, what is 
your age ? " to which I answered " Fifty-two." A 
rather curious coincidence that there should have 
been exactly ten years between each of us. I have 
also shot pheasants with Lord Elvers, and had good 
sport ; he used occasionally to pay me a visit at 
Alvediston, where I had a rookery, to try his hand 
at the young rooks with a pea-rifle, but he was not 
BO good with a rifle as a gun. Besides these 
opportunities of seeing him, he would often of an 
afternoon after luncheon come either to Woodyates 
or Alvediston for a chat, have a couple of glasses of 
whiskey and water, smoke half-a-dozen pipes, light 
another, and then walk back to Eushmore to dinner. 
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a distance of about five or six miles, after discussing 
several topics, each of more or less importance. 

To mention one story besides those I have already 
narrated will suffice. I knew his lordship was in 
want of ready money, so I ventured to suggest to 
him the advantage he would gain by cutting down 
lots of the trees on his estate which were fit for 
felling, and which by standing were only getting 
worse every day, to which he replied, *' I cut a 
certain quantity of timber every year and could not 
exceed it." Again I said at the request of a friend,* 
" You have three farms, I think, at Maiden Newton, 
of most excellent land, that 3,re let to yearly 
tenants," " Yes,'' he replied, and what of that ? " 
" Why, if your lordship would like to grant a lease 
of them for twenty-one years at an increased rental, 
which you are entitled to do, I will find you a 
tenant for them who will give you £10,000 as a 
premium." 

He considered for a short time, and then said '• I 
will let you know my decision the next time I see 
you," which was in a few days, when he addressed 
me as follows, " No, William, I will never leave the 
estate worth one shilling less than it was when I 

♦ The late Mr. George Genge, of Shaftesbury. 
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came to it." He kept his word, a generous thing for 
any man to do, much more so for a man in want of 
money, and it therefore is worthy of record, which 
is the only object I have in stating it. 

Among the many kind acts his lordship was in 
the habit of doing to others I must not forget to 
mention one done to myself. On one occasion I 
asked him to lend me £2,000, when he said he had 
not so much at his bankers', but generously offered 
to give me his acceptance for that amount, which he 
did. The bills were renewed several times, and 
-afterwards paid by me, with many thanks. To the 
poor in the neighbourhood his charitable hand was 
always extended, and during the winter he had soup 
made for them, and often superintended its distribu- 
tion himself. In other ways he added greatly to the 
comforts of those who were unable to afford any- 
thing beyond the bare necessaries of life, for which 
he truly deserved the thanks of all who appreciate 
charity and beneficence. He most certainly had 
mine. 
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LOED STAMFOED. 

The racing history of the late Earl of Stamford and 
Warrington maybe said to date from 1859, in which 
year he won the Anglesey Stakes at Shrewsbury 
Autumn Meeting with the Volley filly. During the 
latter part of his life he was more identified with 
racing than with either shooting or hunting ; his 
horses were sent to Newmarket to be trained by the 
late Mr. Joseph Dawson, where he kept a large and 
most expensive stud, most of which were purchased 
as yearlings at high prices, though some were tried 
horses, such as Dulcibella, which cost him £1,500, 
and Brick, I believe, £3,000 ; the last he so bought 
was Geheimniss, a fine mare, for £1,100, which 
afterwards won his lordship in stakes alone perhaps 
four times what he gave for her, and nearly 
ten times that amount in bets, as he wagered very 
high, and was once, in Hermit's year, thought to 
have over-speculated on the Turf. It was, therefore, 
supposed that he would in all probability require 
time to meet his enormous losses, but such was not 
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the case, for I never heard of his being behind time 
in the payment of all his bets. 

With Dulcibella and Brick he was not so success- 
ful, for both of them were very dear purchases, so 
that racing was a most expensive amusement to him, 
for probably he lost several thousands a year, with 
one or two exceptions, during the whole time he was 
at it. He won a few races with his two-year-olds, 
also .the Two Thousand Guineas Stakes with 
Diophantus, which, however, did him but little 
good, and the stable less, as he was not thought 
well of by his trainer, and did but very little good 
afterwards. 

Lord Stamford was a genial and hospitable host ; 
his seats were Bradgate Park and Enville Hall ; at 
the latter place I once had the pleasure of staying 
a day or two, and was much struck, not with the 
outward appearance of the house, for it was any- 
thing but grand or imposing, but with the grounds 
and gardens. The reservoirs, with high cascades 
and fountains playing in all directions, were a sight 
no one could behold without admiration and wonder. 
The lavish profusion of silver in the house was 
beyond everything I had ever seen before ; this was 
probably owing, as it was reported, to a large sum 
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of money being invested purposely that the in- 
terest of it should be laid out in this description 
of property. I have heard that the water-jugs and 
basins were made of this costly material, as well 
as the fire-irons and fenders ; in fact, few things were 
made of a less valuable metal, and it was displayed 
in every available nook and corner of the house with 
great taste and pleasing effect ; it would seem as 
though here, as of old, it was not thought much of. 
I had almost forgotten to say that the cricket-ground, 
situated close to the house, was the best I ever 
saw, and was kept up in a first-rate style. Lord 
Stamford was a good cricketer, and often had 
(professionals down for the sake of seeing them 
play and having a game with them, when he often 
.astonished those assembled by his play, and made 
some great hits and wonderful catches ; it was a 
usual thing for him to run up a good score in a very 
short time by his powerful batting. He treated his 
cricketing friends with civility and generosity, 
indeed I think meanness did not affect him in any 
way in matters with which he was concerned. I 
have mentioned these interesting records of the 
place, but it's with the doings of his lordship that 
I am the most concerned, and from which my 
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readers will derive more pleasure than the de- 
scription, however minute it may be, of the sur- 
roundings of his residence. 

Lord Stamford was never known to do a dishonest or 
ungentlemanlike action. His lordship often quarrelled 
with his trainers, and had a law suit with one, Mr. 
Joseph Dawson, which he lost, but after it was over 
he then sent his horses back to him to train. He 
was fond of employing spies, and believed in the 
capabilities and disinterestedness of touts, who could 
always gain access to him. On one occasion one 
of these intrusive and ignorant creatures, while 
seeking information for him, was severely thrashed, 
for which too much praise cannot be accorded to his 
chastiser ; his lordship took up the assault, and 
carried the case into a court of law, and gained a 
verdict, but he had far better have never known this 
tout, or any other low ruffian from the same class, for 
in playing with edge-tools there is always the danger 
of being cut ; the correctness of this old adage his 
lordship fully experienced of these touts himself. I 
can give a curious instance of this, in a story 
concerning one, which may be considered typical 
of the class, and a warning to others that employ 
them. At Bath Eaces, his lordship was about to 
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Start alone in his carriage for Lansdown, and asked 
me to ride up with him, which I did, when he 
impressed me vividly by his extravagant belief in 
touts, how reliable was the information they supphed, 
and how seldom they allowed anything to escape 
their notice that was worth seeing, and added: 
" Now, William, you must get one hundred pounds 
out of Hermit to-day, he won't be able to run, and 
if he does he will not beat a man, as he has broken 
down and burst a blood vessel in his head, and my 
tout says * he can't do' any work, so lay against 
him.' " I was led away by the evident sincerity of his 
motives and by the earnestness of his expression, and 
though never a believer in touts, I actually tried to 
lay against the horse, as I stood 1,000 to 50 with 
Sir Frederick Johnstone, which bet I endeavoured to 
hedge but was too late, as no one would back him, 
but I found the tale I had so attentively listened to 
was quite unreliable. The result of the race for the 
Derby everyone knows, but not that it cost his 
lordship over £70,000 to settle his account the 
following Monday at Tattersall's, the sum he had laid 
against the winner on the advice of an unscrupulous 
and ignorant tout. 

He had more than one trainer, and sometimes ran 
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his horses in their names, but what motive he had 
for this last proceeding, I was then, and am now, at 
a loss to discover. He employed a variety of 
jockeys who were as unceremoniously treated as his 
trainers, neither one nor the other pleasing his lord- 
ship for long at a time ; these incessant changes 
occurred probably at the instigation of others, who 
were envious and ignorant, and who urged him to 
make money out of his racing. If this object were 
not obtained very quickly in the hands of the 
trainer who was favoured by his patronage, the 
horses were soon removed from him and the 
jockey's services no longer required. Some I know 
were retained longer than others, for instance, Mr. 
Joseph Dawson, notwithstanding his quarrel with 
him ; this probably was done at the suggestion of 
others, in opposition to his -wishes, for he was not 
the man one would think likely to forgive or easily 
forget a defeat of the kind, or the offence that gave 
rise to the law-suit against him. He once asked me 
to take six of his yearlings and to enter and run 
them in my own name. Whether her ladyship was 
cognizant of the fact or not I had no means of 
judging, but probably not, as she never came to see 
them during the time they were under my care, nor 
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his lordship more than once, when they were tried, 
found bad, and sent back, or sold for a song. He was 
exceedingly nice over this disappointing matter, and 
displayed no ill-feeling, but sent his cheque for the 
account forthwith, accompanied by an agreeable 
letter, to the effect, hoping in our next venture that 
we should be more fortunate ; but here our connec- 
tion ended, which justifies me in saying he kept 
other horses than those he ran in his own name, and 
left me as he had done other trainers to go to a new 
one, without the semblance of an excuse or cause for 
leaving them, treating his jockeys, when he had the 
opportunity, pretty much in the same way. His last 
trainer was Mr. Porter, whom the Duke of Westmin- 
ster engaged to train for them privately. After 
this, little more need be said of his racing career. 

Something I will now relate about his first 
marriage. He selected his wife from a very humble 
class, but however strange and romantic the union 
was, I think all will join with me in congratulating 
his lordship on the marriage, which was certainly 
most fortunate, for she has been described as being a 
tender wife, amiable and affectionate, and in every 
way worthy the name of a generous friend and 
loving consort. His lordship might not have met 
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with such a meritorious partner iu his own exalted 
position in life as he obtained in her, for it is not 
there that virtue and goodness are more to be found 
than in those born to a humbler position ; indeed, 
far too often, with regret, one cannot but say that 
the reverse is the case. She had many virtues and 
was a bright example to those around her. It is not 
what we were but what we are that is of importance, 
therefore it is better to end our existence here well 
than beginning well to fall away and end it badly. 
It is clear his lordship fully appreciated a wife 
endowed with such excellent and superior qualities. 
They endeared her to his heart, for h-e was passion- 
ately fond of her, till she departed for another and 
better world, deeply lamented by hundreds of her 
poor relatives, friends and neighbours, and by none 
more sincerely than by his lordship. On his second 
attempt to find a lady worthy to share his troubles 
and joys, he married the daughter of John Cocks, 
Esq., a scion of a very ancient family, who though 
his ancestors were not of a noble house, yet his 
lineal descent could be traced through many gene- 
rations, moreover he was well known in his own 
neighbourhood, but of him, his family, and life nothing 
need be said, except that several of his daughters 
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married well. Her ladyship survives her illus- 
trious consort, but, alas for the sake of the 
country, unfortunately without issue. At her first 
appearance at Newmarket, where his lordship had a 
house close to the Eooms, when attending the races, 
they generally drove to the course in a close carriage 
and then rode on horseback about the heath. They 
were to be seen at the principal race-meetings 
together, and generally engaged a house for the 
week in proximity to the course, whether they 
had horses running at the meeting or not, so it may 
safely be inferred his lordship still delighted more in 
racing than in any other sport. 

At dinner parties, routs and balls, and such like 
uninteresting assemblies or garden parties, to which 
they so often had pressing invites, her ladyship never 
accompanied her august spouse, which has been 
attributed to her innate modesty and natural shy- 
ness of disposition, which from girlhood seems never 
to have left her. Character once formed is seldom 
altered, and her ladyship's dominant virtues are as 
manifest now as shown at a very tender age. 

This fixed determination once made, never to go 
into societ}'', she never broke, neither at the resi- 
dences of her many noble friends, nor at her own 
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home. Miss Geary, a lady-like personage of middle 
age, was her ladyship's constant companion, in the 
house and out of it ; in fact, so great was her love 
and affection for her, that Miss Geary was given the 
management of everything, even the honours of the 
table were delegated to her at their usual repasts. 

After the lamented death of his lordship, the 
horses in training were let to Sir F. Johnstone and 
Lord Alington for their racing career, which caused 
a slight disagreement between the interested parties. 
Her ladyship brought an action against them for the 
recovery of the horses before the expiration of the 
lease, or intended doing so, but I think her good 
sense never carried it into court. Afterwards I 
believe she ran a few horses, and she still keeps the 
stud at Newmarket, chiefly for the purpose of breed- 
ing horses for sale. 

His lordship died, much regretted by all who 
knew him, for, with all his frailties and partiality for 
touts and his variable disposition, he certainly pos- 
sessed many virtues, the least of which may not 
have been his fondness for and his devotion to both 
his wives. In this he was a moral pattern to many 
husbands, a fact which should be long remembered 
and carefully imitated. 
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SIR WILLIAM CODRINGTON. 

I MET the late Sir William Codrington, Bart., for the 
first time at Bath Races, ia 1860. After buying 
the yearling colt by Flatcatcher out of Rather High 
at my sale, which was held on the race course, he 
made himself known to, and asked me if I would 
take the colt and train him, which I was pleased to 
do. He also was part owner of Bosh with Mr. Sturt, 
and had a few other horses at different times of 
little value. He was not rich, having lost most of 
his money after the emancipation of the slaves in 
Jamaica, where he had large possessions and valuable 
produce in the shape of sugar and rum, but he said 
that when the slaves were freed they would no longer 
work, therefore his plantations were neglected and 
went to ruin for the want of native labour to 
cultivate them, and his property became so much 
reduced in value that it was scarcely worth owning. 
He considered the rum he imported to be the finest 
in the world, and he once made me a present of a 
gallon of it as a remedy against colds, one glass 
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taken at night was so powerful that the most obsti- 
nate cold had to succumb to its pleasant medicinal 
effects. 

Sir William was a gentleman of pleasant manners 
and charming address, which gained for him the 
esteem of all whom he knew. I regret to say he 
was unfortunate in racing. Bosh was beaten 
a neck for the Chesterfield Cup at Goodwood. 
In course of time, the colt by Flatcatcher out of 
Rather High was named Catch-'em-Alive, and the 
present Lord Alington became possessed of a moiety 
of him, so he ran as their joint property, but with 
Sir William's usual bad luck, and Mr. Sturt's never- 
failing acuteness or intuitive knowledge, he parted 
with his share to his partner I believe a few days before 
he won the Cambridgeshire Stakes, and therefore was 
not a winner on the race, unless he had some private 
arrangements or bets with Mr. Sturt, which I should 
think was extremely problematical, as he was not 
present at Newmarket during the meeting. 

Now as Sir William never paid me a shilling for 
training his horses for about five years, nor advanced 
anything on account for the payment of their 
travelling expenses, for my lads riding his horses in 

their trials or races, for shoeing, for saddlery, for 
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veterinary surgeons, or, indeed, for anything else 
during the whole time he trained his horses with me, 
I need scarcely say I was a great loser by his 
patronage. One could not expect Lord Alington to 
look after Sir William's affairs, when he had the 
more important duty of attending to his own, 
which he did not neglect, as will be seen by his 
not only knowing what horses to buy, but what 
was of as much importance, the time to do so, a 
wisdom he has shown on more occasions than one, 
for he only bought Mail Train a short time before 
he won the Queen's Vase at Ascot under similar 
circumstances. 

I think I ought to show that Sir William was as 
poor as I have said, or by some it may be thought 
otherwise. After his death I wrote to her ladyship 
to ask the names of his executors ; after some delay 
I ascertained their addresses ; I then sent in my 
account, but I was informed by their lawyers that 
Sir William owed them much more money than he 
left, and that therefore there would not be anything 
forthcoming for his creditors, an answer that fully 
justified my expectations. If Sir William had been 
fortunate anough to have kept his share of the horse 
till after the Cambridgeshire Stakes, he would no 
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doubt have paid me ; but was it, or is it right that a 
gentleman in his position, knowing well the wretched 
state of his finances, should run up an account of 
several hundreds of pounds without the shghtest 
possibiUty of paying it except by the assistance of 
luck ? which we all know is too uncertain a chance 
upon which to build hopes for the payment of 
one's debts. 

The Jockey Club is desirous of doing everything in 
their power for the benefit of racing, and we are 
fully aware that they have passed many good enact- 
ments for the suppression of wrong and for the 
encouragement of honesty and fair dealing. I may 
here mention one of their laws, which was to compel 
owners of horses to pay their jockeys before being 
allowed to run them for any race ; this is a capital 
rule and reflects great credit on those who helped to 
pass it ; the need was great, because it was known 
that some" gentlemen had not paid their jockeys for 
years and years, they having no power to enforce 
payment, for if they resorted to the law to obtain 
their rights they would lose their business amongst 
the " upper ten," and as it is generally among that 
class that these debts are owing, they might as well 

be Eoyalists living in Ireland, as be boycotted here 

5* 
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by tlie aristocracy of the country. I ask, have the)'' 
been paid since ? No, but the defaulting parties, 
some being members of the Jockey Club, have had 
to retire, or give up keeping horses, or are at any 
rate prevented from running them in their own 
names. Would it not have been better to have made 
this act retrospective ? and so compelled gentlemen 
that were and are still largely indebted to jockeys to 
pay them, instead of, as now, allowing them to attend 
all race meetings as if they were millionaires and 
owed no one a farthing ? Again, I think, in common 
fairness, trainers should also have been included in 
this excellent decree, for where a jockey (many of 
ihem mere children) is owed a hundred pounds a 
trainer is owed thousands. Why should jockeys 
have rules framed especially for their benefit, which 
the Club does not see necessary to extend to trainers ? 
This is a suggestion I should like to see brought 
under the consideration of the members of the 
Jockey Club, and that they should also amend such 
injustice as I complain of, and prevent any owner 
from selling his horses to the injury and pecuniary 
loss of his trainer whilst owing him money. I have 
no doubt I shall be told that this is a case that 
ought to be settled in a law-court rather than by 
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the Jockey Club, but I beg, with all due respect, to 
think differently, and more, that this is an evil so gross 
that it does not need an apology for pointing it out ; 
and now that attention has been drawn to it, I 
have no doubt that the subject will meet with due 
consideration. 

Here I must close my account of Sir William, in 
whom, with all his faults, there was much to admire, 
for I believe, in all sincerity, that it was his penury 
and not his intentions that made him leave undone 
many things that otherwise he would certainly have 
done. " My poverty and not my will consents," he 
may have said with as much truth as it has before 
been said by an apothecary of old. 
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ME. 0. SNEWING. 

" Variety is charming," and, like novelty, lias its 
admirers. By way of change I shall now introduce 
my readers to one of my rich but democratic clients, 
a man, more than all others, the most to be pitied or 
despised, as he was wealthy without enjoying its 
comforts ; his manner was surly and morose, and 
irritable without provocation. In Davis's time, the 
Leviathan Bettor, in days gone by, the " Usts " were 
in full swing, and brought to all that kept them 
immense gain. The late Mr. C. Snewing, for it is to 
him the above remarks apply, was rather a better- 
informed man than most bookmakers of the present 
day, for he was educated as a gentleman, which few 
of the class could lay claim to be, then or even 
now. 

To give some account of his gigantic transactions 
it T\dll be only necessary to say that he often had 
over three hundred letters a day, every one of them 
containing money or money's-worth for investments 
on some forthcoming race, and this often weeks and 
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months before the race came off. So ignorant were 
many of his customers that they often selected horses 
on which they wished to invest their money, that 
were actually dead, but, as he betted " all in," no 
money was ever returned, though the backer had no 
chance of winning, which, according to racing rules, 
should have prevented his losing, yet in the case I 
have just described it was not so, and was therefore 
unfair. He sent his cUents pretty much what odds 
he chose, just as bookmakers do in the present day, 
and consequently always stood to win a large stake 
himself on many horses in the race, and on almost 
every race of any note, but he did not, nor did any 
of the old bettors, ever stop five per cent, on 
winnings, as many commissioners, betting agents, 
or bookmakers do now. He made no bad debts, 
so he soon accumulated a large fortune, and 
retired from the busy scene ; he purchased a 
little estate of some 160 or 170 acres, at Holy- 
well, about a mile from Watford Station, which 
increased his wealth considerably. It cost him 
about £14,000, and he had not owned the property 
long before two portions of it, one at each end, 
were wanted by railway companies, over which 
transaction he made a fabulous price, something like 
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£70,000, for what are termed building sites; this 
increased the value of the remaining portion of the 
estate to an enormous extent, and brought the total 
value of the whole to something like £140,000, which 
certainly was a good investment, as he had purchased 
it only a few years before for a comparatively small 
sum, as above mentioned. 

From this day he fell, as truly as any man ever 
fell, from the overweight of his riches, and became 
indolent and miserable from the want of occupation^ 
" Employment," we are told, " is the great instru- 
ment of intellectual dominion. The mind cannot 
retire from its enemy into total vacancy or turn 
aside from one object but by passing on to another. 
The gloomy and the resentful are always found 
among those who have nothing to do, or who do 
nothing." He amused or tried to amuse himself 
here in a little house neither ornamental nor com- 
modious, and kept a few brood mares and a staUion 
— all unfitted for the purpose of breeding good 
animals, but as he was fond of amusement he was 
content to pay for it. He was fortunate in nothing 
but the possession of money, which failed to make 
him happy — although he tried to beUeve himself so> 
he was deceived, for his depression increased every 
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day, owing to the fact that he had nothing to do, 
and, as it has been facetiously remarked, " had too 
much time ta do it in." It is, I believe, " generally 
agreed that few men are made better by affluence or 
prosperity, and that the powers of the mind when 
they are unbound and expanded by the sunshine of 
wealth more frequently luxuriate into follies than 
blossom into goodness," and so it was with him, for 
he was seldom happy, unless he was overcome with 
the strength of his own wines, spirituous liquors, or 
beer. He had a very heavy affliction, which deserves 
commiseration, in the continual illness of Mrs. 
Snewing, who, after being a great sufferer, became 
a cripple, and was unable to walk to the day of her 
death, which took place some few years after her 
marriage. 

Mr. Snewing had a violent and morbid temper, 
and suspected everj'one of trying to deceive him, or 
of plotting his ruin. His first trainer was Mr. Scott 
of Holywell, Flintshire, probably selected because he 
was a M.E.C.V.S. than from any knowledge he 
had of training horses, but he soon removed them to 
my stables, where, as long as he had a set of brutes 
like Dan Cupid, The Amorous Boy, and other 
amatory-named horses, he was well contented, and 
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took an interest in seeing them run ; he betted but 
little, and the stakes were small, so he was not dis- 
appointed when they were beaten, and if ever he 
enjoyed racing it was at this time. I was anxious 
that he should keep a better class of horse, which, 
some time after, he consented to do. The way he 
obtained them was not by breeding them himself; 
but we went together to the Middle Park Sale of 
Yearlings, where he said to me, " Now I'll buy one, 
and you buy one ; I will train mine, and you shall 
train the one you purchase," this was spoken in a 
good-natured, jocular sort of manner, and we both 
enjoyed the fun ; the result was that he bought a 
filly for 170 guineas that never won a race, and I 
purchased the Defenceless colt for 300 guineas ; the 
latter was afterwards named Caractacus, and won 
the Derby. This is the animal I have alluded to in 
the " Eacehorse in Training," at page 222, so need 
not now be further referred to, and the other, at 
pages 211 and 212; if I give the horses' names, it 
will be sufficient for my readers to judge for them- 
selves of the truth of my assertion — they were the 
Black Sultan and Cassio, the latter a favourite for 
the Chester Cup. I will recount a few circumstances 
connected with this race, which will at once show 
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the nature of the man. Some twelve months pre- 
viously he said to me, " I have a lad here, named 
Smith, whom I am anxious to get into the stable 
that he may make himself useful and learn the trade, 
being the business, above all others, he likes most, 
therefore will you be good enough to oblige me by 
taking him for a time, that he may see something of 
stable management, and be fitted for the post of 
trainer, when an opportunity occurs for him to 
embrace it," to which request I, good-naturedly and 
foolish-like, assented. Who this Smith was, or 
whether it w^as a fictitious or real name, I do not 
pretend to say, for there are many Smiths, but there 
can be no doubt he was sent to me for the covert 
purpose of taking charge of Mr. Snewing's horses 
directly that gentleman thought he had learnt 
sufficient of stable management to make him pro- 
ficient in the art of training. Knowledge which it 
takes most men nearly a lifetime to acquire tho- 
roughly, this lad, being an apt scholar and having a 
good " crammer," gained in a year. 

His solicitor and friend from boyhood (the late 
Mr. Joseph Dale), who was also my solicitor, and 
may be described as a capital fellow, told me one 
day that Snewing thought I was backing one of his 
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horses for the Chester Cup. I said, "His brute, 
Cassio, can't beat you, and I am not hkely to do 
such a stupid thing as that ; if I liked his horse 1 
should tell him so, and stand £50 or £100 with him, 
but I have told him his horse is good for nothing." 
Dale also tried to persuade him to the same effect, 
but, although it was quite true, he did not believe it 
until his horse ran in public, trained by his own 
man. Shortly after this Snewing accused Dale of 
neglecting his interests in the transfer of the pro- 
perty at Holywell, an angry altercation took place 
over it, which ended in Dale ordering him out of his 
office, thereby causing a deadly breach which was 
never healed, and Snewing to the last looked on his 
old friend Dale as one of his most bitter 
enemies. 

A few weeks after his quarrel with Dale he 
wrote to me about his Chester Cup favourite (the 
aforesaid Cassio), and asked if I knew who it was 
that was backing him. I said that I did not 
know, and he seemed satisfied. Not long after 
he came to Woodyates at my request to see his 
two-year-old, Caractacus, tried, and what passed 
on the occasion I think will be interesting to relate, 
to show how far humbug and deception can be 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MR. C. SNEWING. 77 

carried. He arrived early in the morning, and 
after having some refreshment we were just on 
the point of starting for the downs, when he 
said in great astonishment, " Oh, but where is 
Mrs. Day? she must come too." I replied, "My 
wife has never seen a trial in her life (which, 
however odd it may appear, was literally a fact), 
and would rather not go to see it, for she has 
no taste for racing," and further, as an excuse 
for not wishing to go, she said, " My being present 
would bring bad luck, the horse would be sure 
to be beaten," but Snewing would not be denied ; 
he said, "No, Mrs. Day, we must have you go 
with us," so, as no excuse would be taken, she 
put on her bonnet and cloak and we all three 
started together for the downs, the horses having 
gone on a short time before. On our way 
there he chatted in his usual manner, saying 
affably and pleasantly that he thought it never 
would be his luck to have a good horse, although 
I told him that he possessed one at this moment 
or I was greatly mistaken, and that I only sent 
for him that he might witness the trial and 
confirm my opinion. The result of the trial 
proved the horse to be a good one, and we 
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returned to my house with great joy at the satis- 
factory res alt of the gallop. We talked over 
and arranged a programme for him for that and 
the following year, after which Snewing left 
for town apparently in the highest state of glee 
at the success of the trial, after bidding us 
farewell and drinking good luck to Caractacus's 
future career. Up to this date I never had even 
an unpleasant word with him, but the week 
after he took Caractacus away, without in the 
meantime seeing me, and all the rest of the 
horses shortly after. Smith and a lad from my 
stable going with them, as I have elsewhere 
explained. He soon fell out with his new 
trainer and jockey, and left them as he left all 
the former people he did business with, even 
with Professor Spooner, his henchman and one 
of the craft, he could not long remain on terms 
of intimacy after the Derby that began to bring 
his career to an inglorious termination. 

In many ways he was an unhappy man, 
because he forgot that man is not born only to 
please himself, and to study his own ease and com- 
fort, a condition he found too hard to remember, 
and which was in a great measure the cause of 
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his own wretchedness. I think he outlived the 
friendship of all those he had once esteemed, and 
alienated the affection of his most sincere admirers. 
He had an only son, a delicate young man, who 
survived him. I have no doubt he often sighed 
deeply when thinking over the trouble he had taken 
to amass riches, which at last he found useless, 
whilst he made those who had business trans- 
actions with him as miserable as himself by his 
deceit. I am afraid that he died, as he had lived, 
a misery to himself and to those around him. Such 
was the life and end of poor Snewing. 
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SIR E. B. B. BAKER, BART. 

Tins most amiable and excellent baronet lived at 
Eansom, near Blandford ; he had unfortunately lost 
the use of his right arm, in consequence of which he 
wrote indifferently well with his left hand, having a 
partiality for dotting most of his letters even if they 
were not i's or j's. Sir Edward was a great smoker 
and a generous liver, but never indulged in creature 
comforts to excess. He formerly kept race-horses with 
my father at Danebury, after this for some few years 
he did little or nothing at his favo\irite sport, but 
when he took to it again he identified himself with 
Woodyates, being nearer to his seat. Ransom, than 
Danebury, and he never deserted me till misfortunes, 
not of his own seeking (which I shall hereafter speak 
of), compelled him to economise and leave this 
country for one in which he could live more 
cheaply. 

He may fairly and without flattery be styled the 
prince of English gentlemen. He raced purely for 
the love of the sport, and not in the hope that any 
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gain might arise from his doing so ; success and dis- 
appointmsnt he treated alike, indeed he looked on the 
one in pretty much the same tranquil spirit that he 
viewed the other. To enumsrate but a tithe of his 
good qualities would fill a volume, I must therefore 
be content with noticing a few, and these but curtly. 
When Lady of the Manor was a favourite for the 
Chester Cup, he used to come often with a host of 
friends to S3e the horses in the stables. One after- 
noon, when they came but a short time before the 
race, I told him privately before seeing the horses 
that unfortunately that very morning she had 
thrown or sprung a curb, upon which he observed, 
with his usual composure, that it could not be helped 
and he should like his friends to see her. Here 
is a convincing proof how deeply he appreciated the 
friendship of those around him and the way he 
looked upon daily occurrences, though they may not 
always have been pleasant subjects to reflect on. 
He bad backed her, and if he had chosen could have 
hedged his money ; but no, he showed her to his 
friends and said it was unfortunate, *' but the fortune 
of war." As nothing could have prevented it, 
tranquil submission was true philosophy. Turning 

to me before his friends, he said, " If I regret this 
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unfortunate affair, William, it is not for my sake but 
for yours. I am glad my friends have seen lier, as 
they can testify to the excellence of her condition. 
Do not think of me in the matter, run her or not, 
just as you please, for no one can know so well as 
yourself what to do for the best, only if you run her 
let me know the day before, and then I will go, if 
not I shall not be there." How few men can say in 
the present day that they could look on such an 
unfortunate event at such a time in such a manner, 
or express themselves in the same amiable, generous, 
and disinterested way as he did ! 

It should be said that Sir Edward scarcely ever 
came to see the horses without bringing a large or 
small party of visitors with him. He usually took 
post-horses from Blandford for I think his income 
was not sufficiently large to keep carriage horses of 
his own. The time he generally arrived was about 
ten o'clock, or in the afternoon at two. He alwavs 
wrote overnight to say his friends (giving the number) 
would want breakfast or luncheon, as the case may 
be, on their arrival. If there were a dozen he would 
formally introduce every one of them to me, and 
before leaving always insisted on paying the account 
for all, just as if I were the greatest stranger in the 
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world, and I may add he was the only gentleman 
that ever did so at Woodyates during the time I 
kept it as an Inn. His wit and humour, as dis- 
played on festive occasions, were well known and 
highly appreciated, which I have cause to remember 
when presiding at luncheon at my Yearling sales at 
Alvediston, and my Sheep sales at Woodyates, on 
several occasions. 

He was a very eccentric man, for with means 
sufficient to travel in a manner becoming his 
position, he traversed half the civilized globe without 
a servant and with only a carpet bag as luggage, 
which he generally carried himself. He was as well 
known and as much respected at the different courts 
of Europe as he was revered by all classes of Society 
in the land of his nativity. When at liansom, his 
seat in Dorsetshire, where he ever with unsparing 
hands dispensed his hospitahty to the ^hte of Foreign 
nations and "the wealthy curled darlings" of his 
own, yet whilst feasting the rich, like '-the good 
old English gentleman," he never forgot the poor. 
His generosity and benevolence to those in needy 
circumstances of all classes was well known ; he 
always in the most useful way lent a helping hand to 

others to an extent often far beyond his means, for 
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his fortune at best was but limited, as I have before 
noticed. 

I have alluded to his misfortunes, which I may 
here say were caused, not by his extravagance in 
racing or any other pleasure, but from his indis- 
creetly becoming responsible with two other county 
gentlemen, friends of his, for the making of a rail- 
way which turned out a failure. On this most un^ 
fortunate venture he lost more money than he could 
pay and so had to leave the country till time and 
economy helped to recoup his former losses. After 
some few years of absence from his native country, 
this desirable end was achieved, and he came back 
and paid everything, and he told me himself that he 
had enough left to keep him comfortably for the 
remainder of his days. It was in London that I saw 
him last, when he felt, I am sure, as much pleasure in 
seeing me, though we met unexpectedl}^, as he would 
have done in meeting his most aristocratic friend, or 
as I did in seeing him. 

As the biographer said of Pitt, so may I say of 
him, " His general benevolence procured general 
respect, and he passed a life placid and honourable, 
neither too great for the kindness of the low nor too 
low for the notice of the great." As I have men- 
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tioned in another work the distinguished acts of this 
generous old baronet and the running of his horses, 
I shall bring this short notice to a close. To the 
lady*s praise it should be said, his pious and benevo- 
lent sister. Miss Baker, was as genial as she was 
generous and blameless. These and such like noble 
deeds deserved to be recorded as a poor but just 
tribute of respect to the departed and for an example 
to the living. Sir Edward died in London, and was 
buried, I believe, in the family vault at Ransom. I 
may speak of him as Griffith did of Cromwell. 

*' He gave his honours to the world again, 
His hlessed parts to Heaven, and slept in peace.** 
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LORD lilBBLESDALE. 

I HAD the pleasure of training for some few years 
for the late Eight Honourable Lord Eibblesdale, of 
Gisburne Park, Lancashire, until lack of funds com- 
pelled him to give up his only outdoor amusement, 
racing. About the year 1851 or 1852, when 
General Peel gave up racing, Lord Eibblesdale pur- 
chased his small stud, consisting of some pretty 
good horses, such as Nabob, Kingston, Livermere, 
Lapidist, and a few others ; they remained to be 
trained with Mr. Cooper, at Newmarket, who bore 
a high character and was honourably connected with 
the Turf as a trainer, just as General Peel, his 
employer, was a straightforward and honest sup- 
porter of Sport. 

Several of these horses won his lordship some 
races and then, like the rest, were disposed of, mostly 
to Mr. Knowles, in 1854. Nabob first fell into the 
hands of Mr. Drinkald and from him passed to Mr. 
Blake, so I trained him for a short time. Mr. Morris 
bought Kingston before he won the Goodwood Cup, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LORD RiBBLESDALE. 87 

therefore none of the stud could be said to have 
done his lordship much good. None of them ever 
came into my hands to be trained, except Nabob, as 
I have just stated. Some time after this he had 
Dulcamara, and then for a year or two his lordship 
did not race. When he commenced again in 1855, 
with one or two, they ran in my name and afterwards 
in his own. 

As he was always in a delicate state of health, he 
lived mostly abroad, generally at Fontainbleau in 
France, he also spent considerable time in travelling 
in America and other parts ; he never resided at 
Gisbume, for it is situated on the banks of the 
Eibble, and, like many other parts of Lancashire, is 
very damp and the atmosphere cold and raw, conse- 
quently not suitable to one so much out of health 
as he was, he therefore used to let it whenever he 
could. His chief amusement was painting pictures 
of animals and landscapes. In the first I do not think 
he excelled, that is, if the picture he gave me was 
a fair specimen of his talent. The subject was a 
man dressing a gi-ey Arabian horse, but two land- 
scapes his lordship painted afterwards to represent 
Morning and Evening, which he also gave to me, I 
think were executed with much greater display of 
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talent, and were full of warmth and richness of 
colouring. He painted solely for amusement, but I 
believe if he had taken more time or trouble over 
it, he might have attained to greater excellence. 

On the disposal of his stud, as before mentioned, 
he left Newmarket, and soon after came to train 
with me in 1855. He was a most enthusiastic 
admirer and a well-wisher of the sport, but, not 
being rich, raced with the view of increasing his 
income, and always in the most honourable way. I 
bought Centurion for him, which led to other pur- 
chases in Grayling and St. Giles, yearlings, all by 
Womersley, a young stallion, at York races. I 
bought the first named at Sir Tatton Sykes's sale at 
York for 100 guineas in August, and soon found, 
after breaking him, that he could run. On telling his 
lordship so, he said, " go and buy all the rest of the 
Womersleys that Sir Tatton has not sold and would 
like to dispose of." I immediately wrote to Sir 
Tatton to say if he had any colts returned from 
York unsold, if he would let me know, I would 
come and look at them. With his usual courtesy 
and business-hke habits, he replied immediately, 
saying, " I have some and shall be pleased to show 
them to you." Consequently I fixed the time that I 
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M'ould be there, but unfortunately before I left home 
I received a telegram from his lordship to say, 
" William, don't go to Sledmere now, for I really 
have not the money to spare for the purchase of 
blood-stock." At this unwelcome news I was vexed, 
and wrote in replj', I was sorry to read the contents 
of his telegram, but I would go and see them for 
myself, having arranged to do so with Sir Tatton, 
who was always so exceedingly kind to me that I 
did not like to disappoint him. On arriving at Sled- 
mere, I was shown the horses running loose in a 
paddock and was asked 60 guineas for each of the 
five, or I could take my choice of either one or 
more of them at that sum. I said I would take 
two, and then added, *'Now, sir," addressing the 
worthy old baronet, " what do you want for the 
other three little ones ? " " Sixty guineas each," 
was his reply, and added, " I am sure they will not 
hurt you at that price," and at that sum I bought 
them for myself, and said, " I suppose. Sir Tatton, 
you won't want a cheque for a little while ? " to 
which he, in his generous way, replied, " You can 
send me one whenever you like, as I am in no hurry 
for it." Lord Eibblesdale, it seems, was destined to 
have these horses, through the nobleness of his 
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nature ; for though T bought them entirely for 
myself and intended to keep them, when he saw 
them in the stables three weeks after, looking very 
rough in their coats, he said, " William, I don't like 
them much, but as you would not have bought them 
except for me, I will take them, so put the five to 
my account." How few noblemen, or, indeed, any 
one else, would have taken five horses simply as a 
matter of honour, which, in fairness, he was not 
compelled to do ; nor, indeed, was he ever asked to 
have them, but here, as in other cases, honour, 
like virtue, brings its own reward ; for at the time, 
though unknown to either of us, these animals were 
worth more thousands than he gave hundreds for 
them, but they might have turned out good for 
nothing, and it was this his lordship feared more 
than any chance he thought he might have of en- 
riching himself with the bargain. Strangely enough, 
three of them turned out to be winners, and one of 
them, St. Giles, was about the second-best horse of 
his year. 

After the trial of the Womersley colts, I was 
quickly despatched to Sir Tatton again, to know if 
he would dispose of any of his Womersley fillies, and 
though he said he never sold any, 1 persuaded him 
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to let me have six that he had at Sledmore, which 
were good-looking and as well bred as any of the 
rest of his horses, at fifty guineas each, on the con- 
dition that they were to be returned at the end of 
their racing career. This fact I mention to show the 
extraordinary chances of breeding, for in the figura- 
tive language of the turf not one of them could 
** beat a man." It's not the first time I have known 
horses get better colts than fillies, or better fillies 
than colts, for there are several cases on record of 
such a curious thing, but I never knew anything of 
the sort more marked than in this instance. 

His lordship was a heavy better, though, as I have 
said, never a rich man. An instance or two of this 
I may give here. When St. Giles was a three-year- 
old, I thought he would win the Northamptonshire 
Stakes. As he was slow, I put him in the Betting 
Eoom Stakes, half a mile, at Doncaster Spring 
Meeting, and told his lordship not to back him for 
much, as something would most likely go faster and 
beat him, which would enable him to back him at 
better odds for the Northamptonshire Stakes, but 
when the betting opened, in spite of my advice, he 
began backing him and continued to do so till the 
start, and after a verj^ punishing race in the early 
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part, he won by only a length and a half. Old Mr. 
Osborne, a capital judge of racing and father of the 
present celebrated and pattern jockey and trainer of 
that name, after the race, said that he would not win 
the Northamptonshire Stakes. No doubt he thought 
so and had a right to hold such an opinion from his 
(St. Giles's) performance that day, without knowing 
anything of his staying qualities. He also was aware 
how good Skirmisher was, and that prejudiced his 
mind against any and everything else in the race. 
However, Skirmisher was second, St. Giles winning 
easily, though only by a neck, as Sam Adams put his 
hands down and ceased riding him opposite the 
stand, where he had won several lengths, which 
allowed the second horse to get up close to him at 
the finish. " It never rains but it pours," is the old 
adage, for the year before Lord Eibblesdale bought 
Happy Land of me, having purchased Glee Singer, 
his half brother, the year preceding, who won for 
him the Newmarket Stakes. 

The sale of the Glee colt and some of his doings 
are curious enough to be recorded, therefore I will 
briefly relate them. At the end of December, or 
soon after the first of January, I offered him to his 
lordship for 400 guineas, which price included the 
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sum I gave for bim the previous September, and 
the money he had cost in the way of expenses since. 
But Lord Eibblesdale did not like him at all, and to 
speak the truth, he was not a very taking horse, 
although the price asked was not an extravagant one 
for one so well bred, still he would not have him. 
Only a couple of weeks after I tried him and found 
that he had speed, so on his lordship's next visit (the 
week before Salisbury races) I told him how fortunate 
I was in his not havint? boucrht the Glee colt. He 
asked why. " Because I have tried him since, and 
found him a good horse," I replied. " Then,'* said 
his lordship, " I must have him ; what is his price? " 
I said, " Two thousand guineas." He answered, " I 
have not the money to spare just now, or I would 
give it to you in a minute," but on my agreeing to 
take one thousand pounds and half his winnings, he 
bought him. The horse ran in both the two-year-old 
races at Salisbury, which he won easily, and his lord- 
ship won a good stake on him, but at a bad price. 
Steel laid him the first bet that was made on it, five 
monkeys to four against him, and finished by taking 
his lordship's 7 to 4 in hundreds that he would not 
win. Such, like many others, was his infatuation to 
bet with Steel, that he took about one-third less odds 
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than he could have got from twenty other men in the 
ring, just as good as the "Leviathan better" himself. 
Flushed with success, and having funds in hand with 
which to play, his lordship speculated largely after- 
wards at Northampton by backing Happy Land (the 
lately named Glee colt) for the Althorpe Park Stakes 
and St. Giles for the Northamptonshire Stakes. Over 
the latter he won a large stake and stood to win a 
still greater one, £20,000, on the double event, 
which will give some idea of the extent to 
which his lordship indulged in betting. As it 
turned out, he lost nothing, but was rather 
to the good, though he ought to have won both 
races, which would most likely have made him a 
winner of over £30,000 on the week. Fordham 
lost the race entirely through his not getting off 
with the rest of the horses, wliicli from various 
quarters called forth much angry feeling and adverse 
criticism on the style in which " George " rode 
him. This censure was not, in my opinion, more 
severe than he deserved, for it was proved after- 
wards the horse was much better than Eurydice at 
the weights. Happy Land won the Criterion, beat- 
ing nineteen other horses in the race, carrying more 
weight than any of them, and finished the season by 
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winning a match in a canter against Heroine, giving 
her 8 lbs. Telegram, to whom he gave 3 lbs. and a 
10 lbs. beating in the Criterion, met Eurydice at 
Newmarket in the Spring, gave her 7 lbs. and a 7 lbs. 
beating, or, in other words, making her 27 lbs. 
worse than Happy Land, that she beat at North- 
ampton at 9 lbs. only. 

His lordship had also at this time a horse 
(Dulcamara) which I believe Mr. Knowles gave 
to him when a three-year-old for half of his 
winnings. Perhaps there was scarcely ever 
a better or a more unfortunate horse than 
this. He was 7 lbs. better than St. Giles both 
before and after he won at Northhampton, and 
he ran twice only, and badly, as a two-year- old. 
The Metropolitan, like the Northamptonshire 
Stakes and the Chester Cup, was one of the 
heaviest betting races of the year, and looked like 
falling an easy prey to Dulcamara. He was backed 
for this race for a very large stake and started first 
favourite at a short price, but was disgracefully 
beaten, in fact his running looked too bad to be true. 
Poodle, the winner, was the next week lent to me 
to try Dulcamara with, to know if the race was right 
or wrong, and to guide us in our speculations in the 
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Chester Cup, shortly to be run. The two horses 
were tried two-and-a-quarter miles at Woodyates at 
the same weights they ran at for the Metropolitan, 
and Dulcamara won by at least fifty yards, which 
showed us how easily he ought to have won at 
Epsom and what a capital chance he had for the 
Chester Cup. From this trial, and from what after- 
wards was known, there is no doubt had he been a 
stone better he would not have won the Metropolitan. 
This was clearly proved by his running in the 
Chester Cup, in the hands of another jockey, when 
he beat thirty out of. thirty-three, and was third to 
Leamington, over a round course not at all suited to 
his immense stride, and in the hands of a tiny boy. 
After this race he could never beat a man, as he 
became a rank roarer, and perhaps, even then, he 
might have been suffering from the latent malady, 
which may have prevented him being second, for I 
think no three-year-old could have beaten the 
winner (Leamington), a year older, with 6 st. 9 lbs. 
on his back, at that time of the year, still he showed 
such a marked difference in his running here and at 
Epsom, as well as in the trial after it, that it justified 
the course we adopted in taking off the jockey that 
rode him there. 
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I may here mention a curious fact that came under 
my own observation, one that I think will amuse the 
reader. His lordship was always a most abstemious 
liver, he ate but little and lived on the plainest of 
diet, drank no spirits and but little wine. One day 
at Woodyates his lordship did not feel very well, and 
enquired of me what wines I had, I said I had a 
little of most descriptions, and he chose a bottle of 
claret for his dinner, which on being opened he did 
not like. I told him that it was an expensive wine 
and hitherto had always been considered very good, 
and that it had been in my cellar for over five years. 
The last words supplied him with the reason why it 
was not good, it was too old, for claret, he said, 
should only be kept at the most two or three years ! 
Some weeks after this had happened a Mr. Edward 
Elgee (commonly called " Ned " among his friends) 
was visiting me and I gave him a bottle of this claret 
and asked his opinion of it, and if he really thought 
the wine had gone off from any cause, and why it 
was not good. After well tasting it, he said, " I 
never drank a finer glass of claret in my life, it will 
be as good in ten or twelve years hence as it is now, 
wine of this character always improves by keeping." 
Such an opinion coming from an unbiassed connois- 
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seur, satisfied me that his lordship was either not a 
good judge, or what is more likely, from his ill-health 
his palate was vitiated, and so incapable of distin- 
guishing good wine from bad. On his (Lord 
Eibblesdale's) next visit, a few months later, he 
again asked for some claret with his dinner, and I 
supplied him with a bottle out of the same bin, and 
took the opportunity of teUing him that as he did 
not hke the last, I hoped and thought he would this, 
for I had but a few days ago heard it highly praised 
by one of the best judges of claret probably of the 
present day. The wine was uncorked, tasted and 
drunk with great gusto, when he said, '' William, 
this is really a dehcious wine, and I can echo your 
friend's sentiments, for I am not sure I ever tasted 
any finer, and it shows that the wine you last gave 
me from having been kept too long had gone ofT, I 
was sure of the fact the minute you told me you had 
had it by you for some years, claret, like cham- 
pagne, should be always drunk early, and not kept 
for any length^of time.'* It was not, I feel sure from 
any desire to be thought a great connoisseur that 
made his lordship say this, but from a firm conviction 
that it was so. 

This reminds me of a story that was told of Pope 
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when reading his " Iliad " to Lord Halifax. The noble 
critic was not pleased with it. As the poet was 
returning home with Sir Samuel Garth, he revealed 
to him the anxiety of his mind. " Oh," replied 
Garth, laughing, " you are not so well acquainted 
with his lordship as I am, he must criticise ; on your 
next visit read to him those very passages, tell him 
you have recollected his criticism, and Til warrant 
you of his approbation of them ; this is what I have 
done a hundred times myself." 

Pope made use of this stratagem, it took like the 
marble bust of Angelo, and my lord, like the Cardinal 
exclaimed, "Dear Pope they are now inimitable,'' 
which shows how easily we may all deceive ourselves. 

This story is rather differently related by Johnson 
in his life of Pope, but it comes to pretty much the 
same thing, and I have no doubt both are substan- 
tially correct. This also reminds me of an extravagant 
and fantastical story of Sancho Panza as a connois- 
seur of wine, for he says, " Let me but smell them 
(wines) and I wiU tell you the country, the kind, the 
flavour, the age, strength and all about it ; for you 
must know I have had in my family, by the father's 
side, two of the rarest tasters that were ever known 

in La Mancha, and I will give you a proof of their 

7* 
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skill. A certain liogshead was given to each of them 
to taste and their opinion asked as to the condition, 
quality, goodness or badness of the wine. One tried 
it with the tip of his tongue, the other only put it to 
his nose ; the first said the wine savoured of iron, the 
second said it had rather a twang of goat's leather. 
The owner protested that the vessel was clean and 
the wine neat, so that it could not taste of iron or 
leather; notwithstanding this, the two famous tasters 
stood positively to what they had said. Time went 
on, the wine was sold off, and on cleaning the cask, 
a small key hanging to a leathern thong was found 
at the bottom." 

But to return, Lord Eibblesdale was amiable and 
good. I never saw him lose his temper in any matter 
of racing, or give vent to angry feelings, however 
great he may have thought the provocation. His 
word was his bond, and in all his payments, which 
were mostly done by bills payable at his own 
bankers', Messrs. Dimsdale and Co., he was exemplary 
and exact. 

To no one have I greater cause for gratitude than 
to his lordship, whom whilst living I admired, 
honoured and revered, whilst in deep sorrow I 
lamented his unfortunate death. 
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I MAY now say something of the late Eight Honour- 
able the Earl of Durham, who was a nobleman of 
such unsullied honour and strict integrity that I fear 
anything I might say of him will come far short of 
his deserts, for he is entitled to nothing but un- 
qualified praise. His lordship was introduced to me 
by his friend Lord Howe. He suffered occasionally 
from severe headaches, but was healthy and very 
active, yet evidently, from his facial expression, was- 
often in pain. The taciturnity of his nature made 
him appear morose, as he seldom spoke to any one 
without being first addressed ; he would converse- 
agreeably on any subject that might be started for a. 
short time, and then he would relapse into his former 
passive mood. I never saw him angry but once, that 
was when he could not get the light-weight jockey 
he wanted to ride for him at Stockbridge, but I 
never heard him swear. When once I had a dispute 
with one of my aristocratic employers his lordship 
was present and heard it, afterwards addressing him 
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I said, " If I was wrong and in the heat of dispute 
was more hasty than discreet, I would wish to retract 
the expressions I used and to apologise for them," 
but he said, " No, you were right and you need not 
do so." The matter was amicably settled through 
his intercession and that of a gentleman in the stable 
who acted as a friend to us both. 

Lord Durham had a little mare, afterwards called 
Alruna, at Mr. Scott's, with whom he trained ; he 
left him on account of the loss of Michael Scott, and 
I think those were the only horses he had that year 
in training, which will show how few horses he kept. 
Alruna, after coming to me, won the first race she 
started for, the next year. The Ham Stakes at 
Goodwood. Lord Durham mostly bred from his own 
horses, from mares not very fashionably bred and 
bad staUions ; this was a great mistake, particularly 
for him, as he was rich and might have bred from 
the best animals (both sire and dam), though the 
grounds at Lambton Castle are not well-suited for 
breeding purposes. Nevertheless, Lambton, The 
Wizard, Michael Scott, Exact and Warlock were 
bred there ; those were the only horses of any note 
that I can call to mind which he reared, therefore 
the failures must have greatly exceeded their fair 
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proportion. His lordship used occasionally, when on 
a visit to the then Mr. Sturt at Crichel, with her 
ladyship, a most amiable lady, to come and see the 
horses in the winter season, and sometimes when on 
a yachting trip he would come in the summer-time 
for a few hours, perhaps once or twice in a year ; 
thus he saw very Uttle of his small stud of horses, as 
he seldom ran any of them in the North and he 
rarely came to small meetings in the South to see 
them run, as it would necessitate his taking a long 
journey, Woodyates being about 300 miles from 
Lambton Castle, so it can be easily understood he 
derived but little pleasure from keeping race-horses 
so far from his residence. When he had only one 
with me, he wrote and said, "As I have no 
yearhngs this year, if you like to have Bothwell, take 
him, as he is no use to me," which I did and he won 
a little race or two afterwards, which most likely his 
lordship thought he might do. This was the last 
horse he trained with me, but afterwards he kept 
one or two at Mr. Green's, of Beverley, and raced in 
a quiet way, not doing much good, though his horses 
would be sure to have had careful and skilful treat- 
ment in the hands of this good-natured and ex- 
perienced trainer. 
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So much of late has been said of the fairness and 
liberality of bookmakers generally, that I may be 
excused if I mention a little circumstance in connec- 
tion with them that I witnessed and which occurred 
to his lordship. He would, as a rule, back any of 
his own horses when they ran, for " a pony," if he 
thought they had the slightest chance. At North- 
ampton, when Alruna started for the Earl Spencer's 
Plate, we were standing together, and I said, " Here 
is Mr. Morris (the late J. B.), my lord, he will lay 
you the odds to a pony ; '* he was asked what he 
would lay, and he said " Twelve ponies," but seeing 
his lordship shake his head in token of dissent^ 
added, " Oh, they take it freely in the ring, I assure 
vou " ; we thought the offer much less than the 
market price, or that someone was backing her that 
must have thought they knew more of her merits 
than we did, so the bet was declined. Mr. Steel 
passed by at the same time, and said, "Will you 
back anything, my lord ? " " Yes," was the rejoinder, 
"Alruna for a pony." I will lay you 1,000 to 
30, my lord," which was accepted. Here, one book- 
maker offered to lay 12 to 1 against a horse winning 
a race, and the next minute another jumps at the 
opportunity of laying 33 to 1 against the same horse 
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and before there was any time for a change to have 
taken place in the market ; as the mare was second, 
it made no difference which bet was taken, but in 
the interest of the bookmaker, he gets best off who 
succeeds in laying against the greatest number of 
horses. I wonder what Mr. W. Chaplin Piesse 
would say to this, in defence of the bookmakers or 
to the action of the late Mr. Charles Brewer, whom 
he styled his friend, for deducting £2,150 from a 
commission he did for Mr. Bathgate on Foxhall, the 
odd £150 was taken from the trainer's (my) money ; 
it may be a common practice now with " the book- 
maker as he is," but it was the first time I ever 
heard of such a thing, during forty years' experience, 
having had bettin<? transactions with some of the 
best men of the day in connection with my own 
horses. 

His lordship was fond of yachting, and kept his 
vessel, Beatrix^ in the Southampton Water during the 
winter months. She was built more with a view to 
comfort than for speed or racing purposes, though 
she was a very good sailer. I am not aware she 
took part in any of the races of the E. Y. S., at 
or near Cowes, but I have no doubt she was 
generally to be seen amongst that wonderful fleet 
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that assembles in the Solent about Goodwood time, 
in fact some gentlemen live on board their yachts 
during the races, and go daily to Goodwood. I 
never heard that his lordship was fond of fishing, 
though I think his quiet manners would have well 
fitted him for a disciple of Isaac Walton, and enabled 
him to have enjoyed piscatorial pursuits that few 
have the patience or skill to follow successfully or 
continue for any length of time. Unfortunately, his 
lordship did not live long to enjoy seeing more of 
his horses, when they were nearer his own home than 
when under my care. Her ladyship's death was a 
severe blow to him, from which, I believe, he never 
recovered, surviving her but a few years, and died in 
1879. 

Lord Durham* was not an ardent statesman or an 
eloquent orator, but a consistent supporter of the 
Liberal interest, although he never drifted into 
Eadicalism. Truly it may be said of him as it was 
of Pitt, as we find inscribed on a tablet to his 
memory in the churchyard of Blandford. He was 
admired for the " universal candour of his mind and 
the primitive simplicity of his manners. He lived 
innocent, and died beloved," sentiments that all who 
knew him will surely echo. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MR. FITZ OLDAKER. 107 



ME. FITZ OLDAKER. 

When first I knew Mr. Fitz Oldaker he was a saddle 
and harness maker, living in Brook Street, Grosvenor 
Square, where he had a splendid business and 
enjoyed the confidence of many aristocratic 
supporters. He was also a dealer in horses (without 
a license), if buying and selling for many noblemen 
and gentlemen constitutes such a business. Mr. Fitz 
Oldaker also raced and trained with two or three 
people, some of the horses that ran in the late Baron 
Eothschild's name belonging to him. None of his 
trainers pleased him long at a time ; they did not of 
course know how to train ; hunting experience 
plainly told him so, and he made them acquainted 
with the fact. He trained at Newmarket, Lewes, 
Eoyston and other places, and had recourse at last to 
a private trainer, a man, I think, from some hunting 
stables. If Mr. Oldaker is to be credited, the latter 
half killed his horses and nearly drove him mad, a 
frenzied point at which he had arrived when I first 
saw him, having just received a sad account of his 
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horses, and was in search of Mr. Mavor, the eminent 
V. S., to go with him and look at them. 

He fell out with Baron Kothschild, because he 
contended that Eestitution was a better horse than 
King Alfred, which he told the Baron when he 
won the Prince of Wales' Stake with King Alfred, at 
Ascot, a race he thought Eestitution could and 
ought to have won, so the Baron was credited 
with the stake, half of which he (Mr. Fitz Oldaker) 
would have had if Eestitution had been the victor, 
as he was interested in him to that extent. But 
surely the Baron was more likely to know the res- 
pective merits of the horses, having the management 
of both, than he who had no control over either, and 
only based his opinion on public form or report, 
which are too often very deceptive. Besides, the 
Baron, with his immense wealth and great name, 
could have had no inducement to defraud Mr. 
Oldaker of his rights, therefore would have won 
with Eestitution if he had thought him the better 
horse. 

Notwithstanding all that Mr. Oldaker may have 
said or thought to the contrary, this unpleasant 
affair caused a breach so great that it took the 
united force of friends on both sides to persuade 
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Fitz Oldaker to go and see the Baron, who had 
kindly sent twice for him to come and see him before 
he died, which he did only at the last moment and 
under the greatest pressure. Such kindness and 
condescension from a great man is seldom shown to 
inferiors when the social gap is so wide as here, and 
the Baron deserves the greatest praise for such an act 
of kindness. 

Mr. Oldaker retired from business and lived at 
Gerrard's Cross in a commodious and pleasantly- 
situated house, surrounded with all the pleasures and 
luxuries of country life. He married late in life a 
widow lady of charming manners and a pious dis- 
position, who attended as much to the wants of the 
poor as she studied the comforts of friends. He was 
the most irritable man I ever knew. No one could 
be in his company many hours at a time but he 
would try to quarrel with them either over cards, of 
which he was very fond, or argumentatively, and he 
generally succeeded. From custom, he always dined 
at one o'clock on the simplest of viands. 

He was a judge, or at any rate thought himself 
so, of wine, always anxious to impress forcibly on 
his friends the character of the wine, its age and 
flavour ; observing the wing in the port, he would 
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expatiate on its excellence and say, he did not think 
it could be matched by any other vintage for the 
last fifty years. After helping himself he would re- 
stop the bottle and pass it. If, after filling your 
glass, you attempted to pass it without doing the 
same, it would make him uncomfortable the whole 
of the evening, and he would not cease to revert to 
the fact as often as he could find an occasion to do 
so. This, to some visitors, was extremely annoying, 
and was sometimes resented. He then became 
offended, and the result was a quarrel. 

He was very fond of hunting, full of stories of 
the chase, and eager to tell them. He always rode 
the best horses, gave the least money for them, and 
sold them for a large sum after a few days' riding 
with the hounds ; at least this was what he used to 
my. There is no doubt he liked the sport, and rode 
to hounds as well and as straight as anybody, and he 
often distinguished himself in .the field by his bold 
and judicious riding, but he was not always in the 
first flight, nor were his horses always the best, 
whatever he might have thought of them. He 
continued to hunt till he was considerably over 
seventy years of age, and nearly to the end of 
his life. 
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A rather curious incident was connected with his 
death. I have related how reluctantly he went to 
see the baron before he died, and on the very day of 
his death it so happened that he was expecting to 
see a member of the Eothschild family. He dressed 
as usual in the morning, apparently full of health 
and vigour, although he complained of a headache. 
In the course of conversation he said to his man- 
servant, " George, go and open the front gates, as I 
expect Mr. Eothschild here in a short time." The 
orders were obeyed, but on the man returning to his 
room he found him dead in his armchair, life having 
apparently passed away without a struggle, and no 
member of the family present. 

I think I may now give some account of a racing 
transaction or two which I had with him. That he 
was ignorant of racing etiquette no one '^dll dis- 
believe. I had a horse of his, that was backed for a 
race at Ascot, and was beaten, as many horses have 
been before him, have been since, and will be again ; 
but he thought it such an extraordinary event that he 
was sure that something wrong must have happened, 
some foul play somewhere, and though he did not 
say so, I am certain that he believed his horse was 
not fit to run because he was lame, and that I had 
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not told him of it. He therefore determined to test 
the accuracy of his own opinion. He sent me a 
letter to say, "I shall be in the neighbourhood 
to-morrow, and I will call and see the Mogador 
colt." But, as it happened, I was from home, so my 
son (William) showed liim the horse, to whom he said 
that he was very much surprised to see the colt 
looking so well, for he had heard he was lame, and 
that that in some way accounted for his defeat at 
Ascot. Finding that he was misinformed, he returned 
to London in a more genial mood than he left. 
He had come direct, and for the sole purpose of 
seeing the horse, notwithstanding his flimsy excuse 
that he had to be in the neighbourhood of Salisbury, 
which was easily seen through, for he would cer- 
tainly be considered to be there, passing through it on 
his way to Woodyates. No doubt, on finding that 
the horse was not lame, he understood that his 
credulity had been imposed on by some mischief 
maker. He soon after sold the horse in a moment of 
irritation. It went direct to Ireland, and there won 
the new owner a stake within a few days of his 
arrival, so Mr. Oldaker paid the penalty of his 
hasty indiscretion. 

Some time after this, when I saw him in London, 
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he was grieving over the loss he had of £800, a sum 
he had lent a gentleman, and was afraid he should 
never see again, but he added "There are three 
horses I can take for the money, but I know nothing 
of them." However, he did take them, fearing if he 
let the opportunity sUp he might get nothing. The 
next time we met, which was not long after, I found 
that he had been assured he had a good horse in 

, and wanted to sell him, and would take 

1,000 guineas for him. I said, "If you will send 
him to Woodyates, if I like him, after trying him, 
I will give it to you for a client of mine." This 
was agreed to. The horse was then at Lewes, and 
removed thence in this way. He was sent to London 
to Mr. Fitz Oldaker's own stable, where he remained 
one day, giving the man that took him there time to 
return before my man had time to go and fetch him. 
My man could not possibly know anything about the 
horse or where he came from, so our plan was 
successfully carried out. The next few days Mr. 
Fitz Oldaker and myself were much amused to see 
in the "Training Intelligence" of one of the 

newspapers that was doing good work and 

evidently meant for something shortly. He remained 
at my place a week. On his return to his old 
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quarters, it was notified in the papers in this way : 

" has been on a voyage of discovery, but 

where is not known." At Woodyates the horse was 
tried and well beaten, in fact was good for nothing, 
no one knew where he had been or what he had 
done, and few that he had left Lewes at all. The 
reputation he gained in the Metropolitan for being 
likely to do a good thing was not discredited, and 
again he was represented to be doing good work and 
pulling up strong and well by the local sporting 
reporter. Shortly after this, a gentleman called on 
Mr. Oldaker, and, hearing the horse was for sale, 
asked the price, when he was told £1,500, and 
eagerly purchased it at that price. What the horse 
could have done in the meantime to enhance his 
value I do not know, and I am equally ignorant 
what could have induced Mr. Fitz Oldaker even to 
ask such a price, much more to expect ever to 
receive it, unless it was another great trial that Mr. 
Oldaker had heard of from touts or others similar to 
the one he had heard of before the Metropolitan, in 
which race it was said the horse had considerably 
distinguished liimself, and, but for an accident, might 
have won, though in reality he had no chance what* 
ever. Not long afterwards he was entered for the 
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Liverpool Autumn Cup, in the name of his new 
owner, and was thought to be well in, and his chance 
of winning that race was favourably spoken of by 
several sporting writers. But over the event his 
owner and friends lost a good stake, as he was 
disgracefully beaten, and I think never showed any 
improvement on that wretched performance. Though 
I often saw Mr. Oldaker after this most fortunate and 
extraordinary sale, he never once alluded to it, 
beyond telling me, at the time he sold him, the sum 
he got for him, and that the purchaser was Mr. 

E . When he added : " I think there must have 

been something wrong with your trial, for he is as 
well liked by his trainer since his return as he was 
before." Here may be seen the advantage of keeping 
your own counsel. If he had been mentioned in the 
papers as having left Lewes for my place to be tried, 
on his return to his old quarters the " quid nuncs " 
would have been assured he had been beaten, or I 
should have kept him, whereupon he would not have 
been disposed of till old age had overtaken him, and 
then would only have found a purchaser at a small 
sum, with the hope of his winning a selling plate 
worth £50 or £100, instead of being sold for the 
enormous price of £1,500. But these things Mr. 

8* 
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FitzOldaker treated as common-place affairs and not 
as anything out of the usual course worthy his 
notice. 

After leaving all his trainers and his hunting- 
groom, before mentioned, whom he formerly em- 
ployed, he engaged yet another man of his own to 
take charge of his horses at Eoyston, who, he told 
me, was the very plague of his life, for he had 
to tell him everything, and could then get nothing 
done. 

Mr. Fitz Oldaker was a good man across country ; 
he was agreeable in his manners, and very popular 
in the hunting-field. 
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COLONEL NAPIER STUET. 

At the commencement of this book I intended to 
give a short account of all those noblemen and 
gentlemen for whom I trained, thinking it might be 
of some interest and amusement, and I hope to a 
great extent to carry out my original view, although 
naturally the sketches of some will be of greater 
length than others, more rich in narrative, and 
differing somewhat in substance. 

I will now give a short Account of the late Colonel 
Napier Sturt, the younger son of Mr. and Lady 
Charlotte Sturt, of Crichel, Wimborne. The 
Colonel was always a good friend of mine, and I 
have great pleasure in acknowledging it. He saw 
some active service with his regiment in the Crimea, 
where he was wounded and then sent home invalided ; 
when convalescent he returned to his post, only to 
hear on his arrival at the seat of war that peace had 
been proclaimed, which was the cause of great 
rejoicing, consequently he soon found himself once 
more homeward bound, in company with his brother 
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officers and men of the Grenadier Guards. It is 
said, when in the Crimea, he was ordered with his 
company to dislodge a portion of the enemy that 
was causing the British considerable annoyance and 
loss ; he advanced gallantly towards them, but before 
coming to close quarters, they retreated behind a 
hill, or, as the Yankees would put it, " skedaddled ;" 
seeing this, he changed his tactics, moved round the 
hill, found them in full flight, and in a short time 
made terrible havoc among their ranks, for which 
effective service he received neither thanks nor praise 
from his superior officers, because he had, in doing 
so, exceeded his orders. He was by the side of poor 
Captain Eolt (once an owner of several race-horses, 
among which were Collingwood and The Cur), when 
he was killed by the rebounding of a cannon-ball in 
the trenches, a similar fate he (the Colonel) nar- 
rowly escaped more than once. On his return home, 
he brought back many trophies of warfare to Crichel, 
some of which he gave to me, among them was a 
curiously-shaped inkstand, made of grapeshot. 

" Being a younger son," as he used to say at that 
time, he had no money to spend (in token of 
which, he always displayed a piece of string and a 
watch-key, which was tied to . a large silver watch. 
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carried in his left-hand waistcoat pocket), or he 
would have raced ; however, this did not prevent his 
speculating in deceptive scrip, and he once lost a 
large sum, said to have been £10,000, over some 
attractive bogus mining company. On the death of 
his mother (Lady Charlotte), he became possessed of 
considerable wealth, inheriting her Kichmond pro- 
perty, besides a large sum of ready money. He was 
married, but left no family, his wife surviving him. 

He never ran or trained but one horse with me, 
which did him no good, though he was, as a follower 
of the stable, often very fortunate in backing my 
horses in their respective races. He won the most 
money over Promised Land for the Goodwood Cup ; 
as my commissioners failed to get me a fair price, I 
asked the Colonel to do what he could at Brighton, 
where he was staying for the week, and he was 
successful in backing him for a good stake at 8 and 
10 to 1, as no one thought at that time, except our- 
selves, that he would run. He was a good sports- 
man and a capital shot, but a bad walker. Having 
killed partridges with him at Crichel, I had an 
opportunity of knowing something of his merits in 
that particular branch of sport, as well as having 
ridden with him on many occasions to hounds. He 
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went well over an open country, being generally well 
mounted, and he rode with judgment. He was a 
strict preserver of foxes and usually had a good 
supply in his father's coverts. If they did not soon 
find, there was always one to be found in the direc- 
tion he indicated, which prevented a blank day, but 
on such occasions when Eeynard was started, people 
often said, "Now, Napier, this is one of your 
bagmen," and I have no doubt in this they were 
right, though he would not admit it, but as it gave 
us a little gallop it served a good purpose, and saved 
the reproach of a blank day, so we were thankful, as 
it was certainly better than nothing, though not to 
4)e compared to the real thing — a wild fox. 

He was fond of fishing, and spent a lot of time in 
4)ursuit of the gentle art, and he did much in the 
"way of fish hatching The streams on his father's 
estate were well stocked with trout and young 
salmon, the lake also in the front of the house was 
abundantly supplied with all sorts of fish, so his 
friends bent on fishing were always sure of having 
excellent sport when paying him a visit. I should 
mention as an act of kindness on his part, that he 
once brought a lot of fish, such as perch, roach, carp, 
tench and dace, in several large tubs, all the way 
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from Crichel to Alvediston, about eight miles, in a 
cart, for the purpose of stocking my ponds ; and he 
rode with them all the way, in order to pump the air 
into the water, so that the fish should not die in the 
transit. This he accomplished successfully at a 
great deal of personal trouble, walking back to 
Crichel after lunch. 

For some years he was Conservative member of 
Parliament for Dorchester, but retired just before or 
about the time Mr. DisraeU (afterwards Lord Beacons- 
field) took the reins of Government. Politics had no 
charms for him, and I do not know that he ever 
made a speech in the House. He was quick-tem- 
pered and easily irritated, and sometimes gave way 
to intemperate language when provoked, but it was 
soon over, which, to my thinking, is far better than 
a sullen disposition, which morosely broods over 
supposed grievances, and only wants the opportunity 
to wreak vengeance upon those that may have 
offended them. He used to say he could give 
a better dinner than his brother (Lord Alington) 
and at half the cost, so he must have been a rigid 
economist and a good judge of gastronomy. 

He was extremely fussy and particular in his 
ways. He once asked Mr. Dale (my solicitor) and 
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myself to dine with him, which we did at the Blue 
Posts, Cork Street, when everything during the whole 
time went wrong: the dinner was late, the oysters 
were not Wilton's, the soup cold, the fish overdone, 
and the rest of the viands anything but nice ! What 
annoyed him most was to find no snipes, which he 
had ordered himself from the poulterer in the morn- 
ing, and as no larks had been cooked, he vowed he 
would not dine there again ; all this really spoilt 
what otherwise would have been a very enjoyable 
evening. He was just the same at his own rooms 
(61, St. James' Street), or at any rate was, the day I 
dined with him in company with another visitor. In 
fact, he always found fault with everything ; his 
valet usually put out the wrong clothes, and so came 
in for his share of animadversion ; the keeper, when 
shooting, never beat the covert the right way, the 
dogs were wild, and not under command ; nor when 
hunting did the huntsman ever draw the coverts as 
he liked to see them drawn, the hounds were " run- 
ning heel," or too fond of hares, in fact, he never 
knew exactly what they were running, and often 
thought it more likely to be a dog than a fox ; then 
some unlucky person (real or imaginary) was 
sure to head the fox at a critical moment, and 
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so spoil the day's sport for himself and "the 
field." 

When in the least excited, he used generally to 
talk so fast that few people could understand him, 
and as something or other was often going wrong, 
this was usually the case, which made it unpleasant 
to his hearers, and often caused considerable annoy- 
ance to himself. 

He was the first to give me notice of the 
impending storm over the Nonius case, for he kindly 
telegraphed to me at Newmarket, on the Monday 
preceding the race, the following words as near as I 
can recollect them : — " A terrible storm is brewing, 
look out for squalls." By this I was not enlightened, 
though it was very good of him to take the trouble 
of telegraping to inform me what was doing. As I 
may have to refer to this matter more at length 
another time, I shall leave it now, only saying when 
I saw the Colonel he said he could make no top nor 
tail, beginning nor ending, to this wretched squabble 
over the trumpery aflair, nor did he think it would 
be more than a nine days' talk before it blew over, 
and he was not the only one by a great many that 
thought and said the same. 

As a soldier he was brave, liked by the officers and 
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kind to his men, of both of which I can give 
instances. When Captain (now Colonel) Johnstone 
was quartered with his regiment at Windsor he got 
leave of absence for a day or two to shoot with me 
at Woodj^ates ; we found plenty of birds, and the 
Captain wished to lengthen his visit to me, and on 
my representing this to the Colonel he freely gave 
his consent for him to stay the time desired. After 
retiring from the Grenadier Guards he was promoted 
to the command of the Depot at Winchester, and as 
I was living at Woolston then I often used to go 
and see him. I always found him kind and 
agreeable, and was heartily welcomed whenever I 
called. 

He suffered much from asthma, and could never 
stay in the country in the summer months from fear 
of hay-fever, which so painfully affected his 
bronchial tubes that respiration became difficult and 
frequently produced fits of sneezing, to avoid which, 
particularly during the hay-making season, he stayed 
in London as much as he could. 

The last time I saw him was at the barracks at 
Winchester, he was then suffering from bronchitis or 
some other fatal disease, which from the lightness of 
his apparel he appeared to be courting. He had a 
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fire in a large and draughty bed-room where he was 
sitting at a table writing, in front of the fire-place, 
wuth only a night-shirt and dressing gown on and his 
only other article of dress was a pair of slippers, 
down at the heels. I sat talking to him perhaps for 
half an hour or more, during which time his servant 
came to say, "Mr. So-and-so wishes to see you 
Colonel," he went out to him and stood in a 
draughty passage on the cold stones for a consider- 
able time, and on his return he told me it was a 
jeweller, whom he would see again presently and 
whom he had requested to wait in another room. I 
told the Colonel with such a cold as he had I 
thought it very unwise for him not to dress, but he 
said, " No, I usually wear only this at this hour," 
however, I persuaded him to put on a pair of blue 
trowsers, which he did, and then resumed the 
conversation. Whilst I was there one or two 
officers visited him, with whom he talked and signed 
some papers, the Inspector of Police also came as 
he had sent for him wishing to see him about a 
disturbance the soldiers had created in the town the 
previous evening, and they discussed the desirability 
of proclaiming a certain public house to be " out of 
bounds." But the Colonel with his usual kindness 
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said, ** No, I will not do so now, as it would ruin the 
landlord and inconvenience the men, but we will 
caution him about the riot," as it was called in the 
local papers. The Colonel then wrote and denied 
that the disturbance was caused by the soldiers, but 
said the civilians were alone to blame for it, and so 
the matter ended. 

A few days afterwards I saw by the papers that he 
was suffering from a very severe attack of bronchitis, 
which unfortunately, and to my sincere regret, 
carried him off suddenly. No one was with him^ I 
believe, when he died but his brother. Lord Alington. 
He was truly lamented by a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances, and by none more sincerely than 
myself. 
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MR. GEOEGE GENGE. 

The late Mr. George Genge was educated for the 
law, living many years with his uncle, a solicitor at 
Shaftesbury, and after his death he practised himself 
in the same capacity. He never passed his final 
examination, therefore failed to get his certificate, in 
consequence of which it may be said to a certain 
extent that he worked behind the scenes. Perhaps no 
man was better known than he was amongst sporting 
characters, members of Parliament and most classes 
of society, in the counties of Dorset, Wilts, Somerset 
and Hants ; he was electioneering agent and did 
good service in these neighbourhoods in the Conser- 
vative interest. 

He was retiring in his habits, plain spoken and 
agreeable, while his perseverance and patience 
gained him many friends in the cause he so 
admirably espoused ; he was land agent and 
>teward to that good Christian philanthropist, the 
Marchioness of Westminster, for the Motcombe and 
urrounding estates for some years ; he was zealous 
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and hardworking in all these undertakings, as well 
as in those connected with his legal profession, there- 
fore few men could have had a better insight into 
the mysteries of local public aflairs or a much 
greater knowledge of things in general than he had. 
But he died knowing no more of racing than he did 
twenty years before, although he had been more or 
less mixed up in it in various ways for the whole of 
that period. 

He had a Uttle land on which he kept a brood 
mare or two, either half or thoroughbred, these he 
used to put to any horse, no matter what, how he 
was bred, or whether he was shaped like a camel or a 
weasel, and his size was also a matter of the same 
indifference to him. He alwaj^s beheved his foals 
were very beautiful and extraordinarily well shaped. 
K they did not run, " it was," as he used to say, " no 
use breeding good-looking ones." I often told him 
he would never do any good with stock bred like 
those he kept to breed from, but he thought other- 
wise, and every year he fancied they kept on 
improving, so that when three years old they were 
nonpareils in his eyes and had to go into training. 
Who his trainers were besides myself and another or 
two it is scarcely worth the trouble to inquire, for no 
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one could make such animals win except in the 
solitary case of Carine, that won him a little race at 
Egham, trained by Mr. Young King, when he was not 
present to see her run or back her. 

Being fond of racing, he would generally go to 
Epsom and Ascot to see a day's sport, and mostly 
visited the principal meetings in his immediate 
district, returning to his home the same day ; he 
rarely betted more than two sovereigns at a time, 
and in that harmless expenditure indulged but 
seldom, so his betting could not be said to have hurt 
him much. He rode to hounds occasionally, but not 
on a high-priced horse, and was also fond of steeple- 
chases, a sport he patronised sometimes by running 
a horse of his own breeding, and once he was 
successful in winning a Uttle race ; if I mistake not 
he also ran galloways at country meetings which he 
attended himself. Year after year the result was the 
same — ruinous defeat, yet he was fully persuaded 
that his horses ought to have won, something was 
wrong, and that next time he was of course, like 
many others, going to do better, but he never did, 
nor went the right way to do so. The same folly 
was practised for about twenty years, which must 
have cost him several thousands of pounds at 
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the least, and kept him pocr to the end of his 
days. 

The only transaction I ever had with him confirms 
my views of his racing knowledge and shows the 
credulous simplicity that never left him. When I 
was at Alvediston he came to me one day and said, 
" I wish you would take my horses and train them 
for me, for I am sure they are neglected where they 

are now." I said, " I thought Mr. trainer 

would and did do your horses justice," but he would 
not listen to me. " Ko," he said, " I know my 
horses can run, and if you have them I should see 
them do so." So I sent for them and kept them for 
a few weeks, when I told him all four were good for 
nothing, which he would not believe. He began 
making excuses for them, he was sure a little more 
time would work wonders, some he thought had 
been over and some under-worked, all would take 
more or less time to get fit, some even to work, but 
on this point I had made up my mind, and my 
determination not to keep them any longer was 
inexorably fixed, so they were all sent to his house at 
Shaftesbury for the purpose, as I thought, of being 
made into hacks or used for light draught work, but 
I was mistaken, for the following spring I saw two of 
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them entered in a race and asked him why he put 
them in training again. " Oh," he said, " directly I 

showed them to Mr. P , he liked them so much 

that I thought I would give them another and a last 
chance," but of course they did not win nor were 
they likely to do so from w^hat I have related of my 
experience with regard to them. 

Latterly he was connected with the Old Squire 
(Mr. Osbaldeston), Mr. Genge's daughter having 
married a son of Mrs. Osbaldeston. When her horses 
were trained at Alvediston by the Squire, Mr. Genge 
had a good opportunity of seeing them and no doubt 
admired the principle on which they were treated, or 
he would not have adopted the plan for himself,, 
therefore one cannot wonder they never won any- 
thing except a £50 plate. I suppose no man in 
England deserved so little to be followed as the 
Squire in anything that he advised. He was the 
most opinionated man in the world, and though 
naturally gifted with extraordinary talent and 
great physical powers, they were never properly 
applied. As a jockey he thought himself superior 
to James Eobinson, and as a shot better than Lord 
Huntingfield or Gannon, but he was not so good as 
either. It was the same in field sports, shooting, 
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hunting, cricket and billiards, for these he always 
found others as good as himself and mostly better, 
still I think no man in his day could do so many 
different things so well as he could. He not only 
kept a lot of bad horses in training, but some that 
were absolutely broken down, ^' the pony " to wit. 
This fact I ascertained, being asked my opinion of 
one or two such animals, and I recommended them 
to be taken out of training, but he would not listen 
to me, and kept them on in training for two years 
after without even running them in a single race, 
and Mr. Genge did worse by running the same kind 
of brutes without the semblance of a chance of 
winning. 

A more industrious, sober, and hard-working man 
than George Genge could scarcely be found, but to 
achieve success in any undertaking sometliing more 
than indomitable pluck and perseverance is required. 
You must understand the nature of the busmess 
you are embarked in, or else delegate it to others 
who are capable of bringing it to a favourable issue. 
We have most ample proof of the want of this in the 
character under notice. He knew nothing of training 
himself and he would not listen to others that knew 
their business, and he generally chose some one to 
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train his horses that knew but very Httle about it. 
So he failed, how could he do otherwise ? Yet 
there are many that still follow the same suicidal 
course with equally disastrous results ! Let them 
take timely warning ! 

Like the rest of us, he was in need of relaxation 
and occasional release from his active employment. 
One may be found to " twirl his chair for five 
minutes every two hours," another to " set spiders^ 
to fight," or play with children like Socrates is said 
to have done, but Mr. Genge's amusement was of a 
more expensive nature than either of those. He 
chose for himself racing, I believe the only sport he 
indulged in, if we except a day's hunting now and 
then, during a long and hard-working career. He 
was working to within a few hours of his death. 
Having returned from London he had just arrived 
at the Grosvenor Hotel, Shaftesbury, by the omnibus, 
from which he alighted close to his own house, but 
never reached it, being taken into the hotel, where 
he expired suddenly from disease of the heart. 
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THE LATE ME. TOM JOHN HAYTEE. 

Mr. Hayter was a fortunate character of a very 
different nature to the one I have last described, for 
he seldom embarked in any undertaking with which 
he was not personally well acquainted, and though 
no prodigy of learning, nor an indefatigable worker, 
he was neither void of sense, nor wanting in the energy 
to employ it advantageously, and so he wisely made 
the most of the knowledge he possessed. 

He may fairly lay claim to a niche in the racing 
characters of his time, not that I think he ever had 
one racehorse of his own, but with me he had a 
moiety in several, and, strange to say, they were 
nearly all, or most of them, fortunate enough to pay 
their way. On my arrival at Woodyates, in the 
year 1849, I took the house and stables of him, and 
rented the downs of the then Lord Shaftesbury. Our 
first venture was in the shape of three yearlings that 
I bought of my brother-in-law, Mr. J. G. Dixon, 
after they had been tried and found bad, or not up 
to his standard of goodness. He wanted 60 guineas 
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for tlie three, and as I sold two of them before 
buying the whole for that amount, or as a horse- 
dealer would say, '' knew where to place two of 
them at the price," we had the Celeste filly for 
nothing, a mare that was afterwards called Terp- 
sichore. 

The first race she started for was at Marlborough 
when two year old, and ran a dead heat with Sir 
Joseph Hawley's Hazy, and won it after, and the 
next year she won the Somersetshire Stakes, a good 
race in those days, and on which there was plenty of 
betting. She also won another race, so she could 
not be considered dear at nothing. The same year 
I went to Basingstoke Eaces, and there saw a little 
mare of Mr. Young King's, a cast-off from a fashion- 
able stable that he had just bought, which had run 
badly, and I offered him £20 for her, which he took, 
and the following year she won me a couple of races 
at Bath. 

Hasta, by her pubhc performance, as well as by 
her private trials, till then, could never be made to 
stay over half-a-mile, but now she got double the 
distance, and won a Handicap Sweepstake for us at 
Bath, beating ten other horses. She also won the 
Selling Plate the next day, fourteen started (in heats), 
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half-a-mile as before said, from which it must appear 
that the severe training to make her stay a mile 
had not taken away the speed she formerly pos- 
sessed, contrary to the generally received opinion. I 
have no doubt that winning these two or three little 
races, at the commencement of the turf career of Mr. 
Hayter, was his stepping-stone to fortune. 

Shortly after, we sold both Terpsichore and Hasta, 
as well as another little horse or two, that we owned 
jointly, which brought Mr. Hayter's racing career 
to a successful termination, so far as an owner of 
racehorses was concerned, for though one or two 
that belonged to me may have run in his name, he 
had no share in them, or any other racehorse after 
those I have named were disposed of, as far as I 
recollect, yet he still continued to bet and often did 
back horses in my stables, and by my advice, for 
small sums about £10 or £20, and at times he may 
have invested more, but I think very little, and only 
on very rare occasions. I think his two best races 
were on Bevis for the Northamptonshire Stakes, and 
Our Mary Ann for the Chester Cup in 1870, on 
each of which he won a good stake. He seldom 
went to any race-meeting except Salisbury, which 
was his usual "outing," though he had been to 
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Epsom and Bath, and latterly he attended Ascot 
regularly. 

He was a patient, steady, character, regular in 
his habits, diligent in his occupation, and a keen 
man of business. Many a true word is spoken in 
jest, and as to work, he was himself, as he jocularly 
expressed it ; " Eeady and willing to do as much 
work for half-a-crown as some people would for a 
shilling." To overcome difficulties, he beUeved in 
the diligent perseverance of the tortoise, more than 
the swiftness of the hare ; therefore, was never seen 
in a hurry about anything he had to do. In his 
capacity as a farmer, he was successful, though he 
was slovenly, and said as much wheat could be 
grown on conchy land, as when it was clean ; and 
facetiously added, that "two crow-pecks and a 
barley-corn were as good as an oat." But he was 
frugal, and showed that it is not so much what a 
man earns, as what he saves, that makes him rich. 
That he owed much to fortunate circumstances, there 
can be no doubt, no less than to the shrewdness of 
his own intellect. A few short cases may not be out 
of place to relate, being such as are not generally 
seen in the life of any man. 

He commenced business on his own account about 
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the year 1848, at Woodj-ates, when it was a posting- 
house at which, in old days, George IV. used to 
stay for the night, on his way to Weymouth. So at 
one time it was a place of historical interest, though 
later on it depended solely on the support of the 
stage-coaches, and about four pairs of post horses, 
which, when unoccupied on the road, were kept 
exercised on about 150 acres of land, which was let 
with the house. This venture, as far as the farm went, 
was not successful, in fact it was ruinous, which 
made Mr. Ilayter say he wished he had never seen it. 
But as I came soon after and took a portion of 
the stables and the cottage, it became an additional 
source of income to him, that retrieved his losses 
and enabled him to overcome difficulties apparently 
insurmountable, that were then staring him in the 
face, ready to engulph him. At this time Pentridge 
Farm was to be let, about 800 acres, and most of it 
very poor land, and as a tenant was difficult to find, 
Mr. Hayter offered to take the half of it, choosing, 
as he did, all the best parts, without which the 
rest of the farm was utterly useless. Lord Shaftes- 
bury's agent, after letting it, seeing the mistake 
he had committed, made overtures to him to give 
it up again, offering special advantages to him 
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to do so, as well as a fresh farm of 300 acres, at 
£150 a 3'ear, free of tithes, and a lease of the same 
for 21 years. Out of this bargain he must have 
made nearly £3,000, for, some years after, I gave 
him £1,100 for the residue of the lease, and took oflf 
everything at a valuation. Mr. Hayter, in view of 
this, took West Woodyates Farm, which was about 
that time to let, which he was enabled to do through 
the lucky transaction of my going to Woodyates ; 
not that Woodyates Inn was of any great service to 
him, yet it added to the early development of his 
fortune in two or three small ways. The first was 
the Post Office, which paid him something, as all tbe 
parcels from Si. Giles' House and the neighbourhood 
had to come there to go to London by the coaches, 
and others left there for delivery. In this way alone 
his rent was always paid, and he had money to take 
at the half-year's audit when it came round. It was 
a commercial house, and a few " bagmen " patronised 
it, and once a week (every Tuesday) were to be seen, 
as characteristic of the depravity of the times, about 
a dozen or fourteen farmers, on their return home 
from the market, who called about five o'clock in 
various stages of inebriation, and proceeded still 
further to debase themselves. If the times were 
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good, they drank lustDy to their continuance, but if 
bad they hoped for better, and drank to more en- 
couraging prospects. In this way they sang and 
related stories, and spent many hours smoking and 
drinking in exuberant conviviality, and seldom left 
till they were unable to get on to their horses, or 
into their gigs, without assistance, and several had 
to lie on the road all night, from accidents, when 
helplessly intoxicated. But things had changed 
for the better before Mr. Hayter left, and when I 
took the house scarcely a farmer ever called on his 
return from market, and the commercial travellers, 
like the coaches, were driven off the road by the 
railway ; so it became like a private house, which it 
was latterly, and still remains. 

Mr. Hayter was hospitable and sociable, and fond 
of company and cards. He played for small sums, 
usually in round games, in the hope of augmenting 
his fortune, which he lost no opportunity of trying 
to do. Though an abstemious man, he indulged in 
a glass of wine occasional!)^ with his dinner, and in 
grog at night, over which, and smoking a long clay 
pipe, he would sit till midnight, and often sat up till 
one o'clock. This was no uncommon thing. Two 
farmers, both of whom I knew well, it has been said. 
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have fallen a dozen times from their horses, between 
Salisbury and their homes, about eight miles, and, 
over the fire and their grog, would pleasantly talk of 

it in some such fashion as this : E would say, 

"Well, John, I fell off ten times/' "Yes, Thomas, 
and I fell off a dozen times : you see, T rode the old 
black horse, and he always jerks me about so. 
What were you on ? " " Oh, the new mare ; she is 
so different in her going from old Tommy." I have 
heard Mr. Hayter say that there was scarcely a yard 
of ground over the eight miles that I have men- 
tioned, that E had not, one time or the other 

when intoxicated, fallen from his horse on to ! And 
I know that the other man was nearly as great a 
drinker. His son followed in his father's footsteps, 
but it soon ruined his constitution, and he died a 
young man. One awful case of drunkenness I may 
mention, was a man that left the " Coote Arms " 
public-house one evening, and was found dead a few 
hours after on Handley Hill, where a cross once 
marked the spot. 

Nor do I think that farmers were the only people 
that drank to excess about that time, for it is too 
well known that many people of independent means 
were dissipated characters. It is said of the late 
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Mr. C . D . that when he had a few friends 

with him to dine, which was very often, the 
empty bottles were laid lengthways all round 
the dining-room, which was not a small one, and, 
until they each touched the other, and all 
parties were too drunk to drink any more, they 
never separated. Even doctors were far too fond 
of this sort of indulgence for the benefit of their 
own health or that of their patients. The one that 
attended my family at Woodyates seldom left, 
I remember, until he had drunk a bottle of sherry, 
but what he had before at other places he visited, or 
after he left my house, I do not know. Many 
doctors have been known to attend their patients 
when inebriated. Long before this, it is reported of 

a celebrated practitioner at A , that when called 

one evening to attend a lady who had been 
assisted to her bed in sudden illness, the Doctor, 
who was very tipsy, on entering the room fell on 
the bed, audibly exclaiming, ** Prunk as a dragon," 
meaning himself, which, as a guilty conscience needs 
no accuser, the lady took to mean herself, and asked 
the doctor not to mention it, a promise he made 
to her and faithfully kept, and reeled out of the 
room in the same way that he entered it. 
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Drunkenness is on the wane, and is not indulged 
in now so much by the middle and lower classes as 
it formerly was, which may easily be seen from what 
I have related. I regret, however, that we still occa- 
sionally hear of excesses amongst the upper classes. 
A story is told concerning a gentleman who 
married a young and beauteous bride. After a 
night's debauch, thus of themselves they spoke but 
a few days after the ceremony had been performed : 
" Jane," said her spouse over the breakfast - 
table, " you were very drunk last night." Without 
denying the fact, having some regard for the honour 
of truth, she said, " Not so bad. Jack, as you 
were," and heroically added, " I did walk upstairs 
and you had to be carried to bed." 

Let me return, after having briefly traced the rise 
and progress of one of the most successful of men in 
the agricultural interest of that day, though it was 
not through farming alone that he made his money, 
nor probably even the greater part of it, but through 
his talents and speculative abihties. He died rich, 
after a short but painful illness, leaving to his only 
son, Mr. Edney Hayter, the bulk of his fortune, his 
widow and daughter being well provided for. 
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ME. GEORGE WHIELDON. 

Mr. Whieldon was a gentleman of whose origin I 
know nothing. He kept horses with Mr. Treen, of 
Beckhampton (running them in the name of Mr. 
Spencer), and was fourth with Benita for the Chester 
Cup, in Joe Miller s year, the nearest approach to 
winning a good stake I think he ever attained. Soon 
after this he sent me a horse to train, and brought 

Lord P , with him to Woodyates, to look at the 

new purchase. He was also a friend of the late 
Marquis of Westminster, and intimately acquainted 
with Mr. Padwick (another celebrity). Before 

leaving, he told me that Lord P was going to 

train with me. No doubt " the wish was father to 
the thought," but he had no authority for saying 
such a thing, and no more was heard of it. 

The few horses Mr. Whieldon kept with me from 
time to time, were never very good ones, in fact the 
horses he bought were generally badly bred and not 
good-looking, and nothing beyond winning a plate or 
two could, by the most sanguine minds, have ever 
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been expected. To the above, one exception must 

be made ; for he bought of Mr. Padwick, Elmsthorpe, 

who, as a two-year-old, showed considerable merit, 

and was thought by many people to have had an 

excellent chance for the Derby. Mr. Whieldon, one 

of the most sanguine of all sanguine men, positively 

thought he could not lose it ; a phantasy he indulged 

in to the day of his death. Elmsthorpe, shortly after 

arriving at Woodyates, died from softening of the 

brain, as I have in my previous work related. At 

such an unexpected and disastrous result, Mr. 

Whieldon was quite overcome, and thought it must 

have been the result of foul play somewhere ; but 

though the cause was doubtful the effect certain, 

and he could never find the supposed plotter, or 

perpetrator of the atrocious crime. "Poison, my 

dear sir, poison has been the cause of the death of 

the best horse in the world. Go to Woodyates at 

once and examine carefully the contents of Elms- 

thorpe's stomach, with minuteness, and afterwards 

send it to London for analysis." 

Such or such-like words were contained in ]Mr. 

Whieldon's note to his friend, Mr. Joseph Snow, the 

veterinary surgeon at Salisbury, who attended such 

of my horses that required his services in those days. 

10 
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Though Mr. Whieldon had unbounded confidence in 
Mr. Snow's honour and ability, nothing he or anyone 
else said could persuade him but that some ruffians 
in London had laid against his horse for the Derby, 
and had well paid one of my stable boys to 
poison him. That such ideas could ever enter the 
mind of any reasonable being one would scarcely 
believe, and much less that they should be seriously 
entertained without a particle of evidence advanced 
in support of the supposition. But there are, and 
too often in these days, more suspicious men than 
even the one 1 have mentioned, who propound the 
same unpleasant theories. 

Eacing perhaps was one of the few things that Mr. 
Whieldon was unfortunate in. Wyke Hall, his 
country residence, at GiUingham, was burnt down, 
but fortunately was well insured. In rebuilding this 
costly edifice, some difference I believe arose between 
the owner and the restorer. The builder, after its 
completion, found he had mistaken the owner of the 
property. The person who insured the building and 
received the insurance money was the person who 
agreed with the contractor for rebuilding it, though 
he was not the owner, who got the place put up for 
nothing, or at the smallest possible cost, or the hand 
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Mr. Whieldon had in the matter has been grossly 
misrepresented. 

Like most impecunious gentlemen, he lived on the 
best of everything, and was as particular in the 
choice of vintages as he was in the selection, of the 
delicacies of his food, and his chef; but for this pre- 
caution he would most likely have died young, for he 
was a martyr to the gout, which mostly attacked him 
in his feet, and in consequence he was often laid up 
for months together, which would soon have proved 
fatal to a less careful liver. His health in other 
respects was generally in a state that could not be 
called good, and which eventually carried him to his 
last home ; leaving no relation that I am aware of to 
grieve for his loss, for he had no family and his 
brother (a M.F.H.) died some 3^ears before him, and 
I am informed that he outlived the lady he married. 

Notwithstanding all his little weaknesses, Mr. 
Wliieldon had many good qualities, though wanting 
in ability to display them to advantage, for he was 
often imposed upon and victimised by designing 
knaves, and never took any advantage or wished to 
do so over the simple and unsuspicious. 
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MR. P. E. 

This gentleman, as by education he had a right 
to style himself, was one of those people who 
stop at nothing they think will add to their 
financial prosperity. He was introduced to me 
by a sincere friend, who had met him in Town, 
as a rich gentleman, who wanted to keep some race- 
horses ; and how he set about accomplishing the 
object of his desires will shortly be seen. 

He was a man of rather mean appearance, un- 
fashionably dressed, and slow of speech, which 
created at first sight an unfavourable impression, but 
as I afterwards found, he was not deficient in 
polemical powers, and had arguments at his fingers' 
ends in countless profusion for everything lie said or 
did. Besides having a fortune of his own, he had 
great expectations. Furthermore, from having an 
extensive circle of friends, he told me he should 
introduce them to me and that they would also 
keep horses in training at Woodyates. This, at 
least, was what he said to me. 
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His object in visiting me was to buy some horses. 
We chatted matters over, and then looked at the 
horses I had for sale ; and as he hked them we came 
to terms for the whole, some ten or twelve, for 
£4,000. Before settling, he made it a sine qud non, 
that I was to take his bill for the amount at two 
months, and to take a hen on the horses for that sum 
until he paid the bill. Nothing seemed fairer or 
more honourable. He ran them in his own name, 
and paid the stakeholder for his stakes. But I found 
he had a mania for running them anywhere and 
everywhere he could find places to enter and run 
them at, and as I had to pay their expenses and my 
own in the country, I found it too costly to continue 
doing so, and would not run them in races which 
they had no chance of winning, but preferred waiting 
to see what those horses might turn out that had 
not yet been tried, before which, the bill became 
due and was dishonoured. He then wanted to renew 
the bill, but no arguments that he could use, how- 
ever specious, were equal to moving me, for I began 
to think he was an impostor and did not want to 
have anything more to do with him, and felt my 
position anything but one of security. Thus, he 
" showed the cloven-foot," and left me to sue him for 
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the recovery of the amount of the bill, whilst he 
took legal proceedings against me for the possession 
of the horses, which might have led me into great 
trouble and much expense ; but fortunately, my 
solicitor (the late Mr. Joseph Dale) knew liim and 
his antecedents, which were of the most shady de- 
scription, and when he found we knew nearly as 
much about him as he knew of himself, he beat a 
retreat ; but I never had any part of the £4,000 or 
the interest, nor did I receive a farthing on account 
of the expenses I had been put to, in taking the 
horses from place to place to run, but I was too glad 
to be rid of him by retaining possession of the 
horses. 

Here is a lesson that any young man may usefully 
learn ; he was an adventurer, and nothing else. He 
had an account with the stakeholder only for the 
occasion, who would have been bound to have 
paid him over the stakes that any of those horses 
had happened to have won, and he would never have 
paid me a shilling for their keep or travelling 
expenses. This was the only object this dishonest 
man had in view when he came to purchase those, or 
any other horses, on the mere chance of one, or 
more, turning out good enough to have paid for the 
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rest. He would then most likely have sold them 
and left me to sue him for the account, which would 
have only been adding fuel to fire, for though I 
should have gained a verdict, he would have made 
himself a bankrupt, if he was not already one, and I 
should have had to pay my own expenses as I have 
often done before in such-like cases, which would 
not have been a light or pleasant matter. Luckily 
for Society, and for the morality of the community, 
this unfortunate adventurer did not live long, as the 
effects of such a baneful example would have been 
too terrible to contemplate amongst the rising 
generation. 
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MR. JOHN GEORGE WAITE. 

Mr. Waite was a character of no ordinary type, 
lie was clever, cautious, and yet lavishly liberal. Of 
his early life I know nothing, not having heard of 
him till he must have been nearly forty. Before I 
knew him, he met my brother Edward accidentally 
in a railway train, en route from Southampton to 
London ; and speaking of racing (after ascertaining 
who my brother was), said he should like to have a 
few horses and to run them. An arrangement was 
made for a meeting at 181, High Holborn (his 
business house). The horses were bought, and run 
in my brother Edward's name, with varied success. 
Soon after this, I met him, and he drove to Wood- 
yates, from Salisbury, and dined, and returned the 
same night, having, as he said, business to do there 
before visiting other places on the same evening, 
collecting orders for seeds, being on this occasion his 
own traveller. To give some idea of his liberality, 
I have only to say, that after dinner, he told the 
ladies present (my wife and her two sisters) that he 
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should buy each of them a race-horse and make them 
a present of it. He would pay the keep of the 
animals, and the stakes and expenses, and they 
should have the winnings ; and when sold, whatever 
they might reahse should be theirs ; and asked me if 
the four yearlings he had seen of mine that day, I 
thought would do, and if I had another that could 
go with them, he would put me on the same terms 
with the ladies, and have one for himself also. One 
was found, and he gave me 500 guineas for them ; 
so ended the deal. 

Mr. Waite was very eccentric, and in no way more 
so than talking of his money and his extreme wealth. 
And in this particular he resembled Pope, who, it 
has been said, was always anxious to let everyone 
know that his fortune was more than equal to his 
wants. In his exuberant generosity he insisted 
upon paying for the horses at once, and took out of 
his pocket-book a note for £500, which he handed 
to me for the purpose, telling us how much he made 
in his trade, and what hundreds of pounds he could 
make in an inconceivably short space of time. He 
was a sociable man, and enjoyed a glass in the 
company of friends. After showing me this note, 
and saying it was for the horses, he returned it, as he 
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thought, to his pocket with others in his note-case, 
and said, "I will send you a cheque, it's more 
business-like. Xo one will know anything of the 
transaction, as I always keep a private account at a 
different bank to the one I use for business purposes." 
This was arranged, and he kept his word on his 
return to Town the next day. 

It was late, before he left my house, that evening, 
arriving at the " Three Swans," just before Figes, 
the landlord, had retired to bed. The door of the 
fly was opened, but no one inside could be seen, and 
Figes asked the driver, where Mr Waite had gone to. 
" No where," was the reply, but Figes got very angry 
with the Jehu, who tried to pacify him, saying, " look 
again, sir." lie did, with the same result, but he still 
more vehemently abused the driver, saying "He 
knew Mr. Waite was not there, he said so, no ; nor 
was there anyone else there," and then asked the 
driver if he would just like to look and satisfy 
himself, which he did ; the man horrified at seeing 
no one, exclaimed, "Well Fm blowed if he ar'nt 
gone somewhere ! But he was here, when we started 
from Woodyates." By the merest chance, he put his 
hand under the seat and found something, which, on 
lifting up the curtain of the cushion, he discovered 
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to be Mr. Waite's leg, he being curled up fast asleep ; 
and but for this lucky incident, he would have 
remained there all night in this unpleasant position. 
By the combined aid of the driver, the boots, who 
had been called to assist, and with the efforts of the 
chambermaid, he was taken to bed in an unconscious 
state — being nearly suffocated in his perilous position 
— and made comfortable for the night. It should be 
observed that this gentleman -had had a paralytic 
seizure and was at the best of times only able to 
walk bent nearlj^ double, with the assistance of a 
stick, having but little use of his legs, which were 
always bent on going anywhere but in the right 
direction. Furthermore to account for his dis- 
appearing under the seat, it should be said, he was a 
very little man, of the Pickwickian type, without his 
stomach. 

On entering my breakfast-room the next morning 
before the maidservant, I saw something under the 
table, which turned out to be Mr. Waite's pocket- 
book and note-case, with the identical £500 note in 
it, with others. I enclosed it in an envelope, and 
despatched it by special messenger on horse-back, 
addressed to him, at the " Three Swans " ; and when 
he came downstairs, and before he had even dis- 
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covered the loss of the missing treasure it was re- 
stored to him. 

I should think in this way he must have lost a lot 
of money at different times : In one case I know he 
nearly lost a large sum under the following circum- 
stances. He generally carried a £1,000 note with 
him, which he never forgot to display in some way 
or the other. At the same hotel one night, in the 
smoking-room, after he had had a few glasses of 
grog, he bet a gentleman present, " glasses round," 
that he would show more money than any two of 
them could, in the room, and would prove he was 
worth more than all of them put together. The bet 
was taken, and he produced the £1,000 note, 
" there," he said, " cover that," triumphantly : 
But that was not all, as one of the men, a wag, 
present, said "It's a ' flash ' note," and compared it 
with a £5 note, which he produced. Another man 
who was supposed to be better acquainted with 
paper money than the rest, being a clerk in the 
bank, on being referred to, said it was certainly a 
suspicious-looking note ; and as it was handed round 
pretty freely, for the inspection of the company, and 
nearly lost sight of by the owner, he was glad to 
have it returned, as a bad one, on freely offering to 
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pay for the grog, which he did. He came once to 
Woodyates after, and spent the day agreeably, and 
returned in the evening, much pleased with his visit. 
I must mention a circumstance again which 
showed his unbounded liberality. He said all the 
ladies must have new dresses, and he would send to 
the firm of silk manufacturers he dealt with in 
Ireland, for he thought that there was nothing like 
Irish poplin. A few days after, arrived a book of 
patterns, and a note accompanying it, saying they 
had been favoured with instructions from Mr. John 
George Waite, to send the book of patterns from 
which they were to choose three dresses, and when 
choice had been made, on the return of the book, 
articles would be forwarded immediately, and they 
were. He stocked my garden with fruit trees, of 
great delicacy ; the lawns with ornamental flowering 
shrubs, and supplied vegetables in the same profusion, 
and countless flowers of the most brilliant hue, and 
delicate scent, and even these were not the only 
presents he made to individual members of the 
family, which will I tliink justify my saying that he 
was a liberal man, in some things, though being 
extremely fond of money he was just as penurious in 
others. 
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Now let us see how he acted in another case. 
My old friend, George Armstrong, did the Dulcibella 
commission for us, on the Cesarewitch, and after it 
was executed, as I thought, and most of the account 
returned, I called on Mr. Waite, and told him to 
back her, as I thought she would win. It afterwards 
appeared I had no sooner left, than Mr. Armstrong 
called, and asked him if he was going to the club 
that evening, and would he back Dulcibella for him, 
for £500, and he said yes : He went and backed her 
for £600, at really a good price; most people 
thinking he had no reason, beyond fancy, for what 
he was doing. He gave in the several bets to £400, 
saying that was all he could do, at which Mr. 
Armstrong was satisfied, and in fact it was a price 
he could not have got through anyone else, and, till 
after the races, all was well. One of the betting- 
men said chaffingly to Armstrong, in their figurative, 
and choice language, " Well, George, you did put m 
a nice ' mucf * to back the mare. I laid the old 
fellow £1,600 to £100, twice and he took every 
ffuinea there was to be had at the club." " Why?*' 
replied Armstrong, " he has never returned your 
name " " That may be," replied the other : " But lie 
will take the monev on Mondav, all the same." Arm- 
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strong then called on him for the £1,600, to make 
up the amount of the commission he had undertaken 
to execute, but Waite said " No. I was going to back 
her for myself, before I saw you " ; which was true, 
there can be no doubt, '' and I onlj^ undertook to 
back her for you, after I had got m-j own money 
(£200) on," but this was not satisfactory to 
Armstrong, and the case was brought before the 
Committee of Tattersall's, who decided, on hearing 
the evidence, that Waite should pay the £1,600, to 
which he strongly objected, and told them he would 
rather leave the turf, than do anything so 
egregiously foolish. But the next year, forgetful 
of his promise not again to visit race-courses, he 
went to Ascot, and was quickly noticed, and ordered 
out of the " Eing," by Armstrong. He obeyed the 
mandate, and, with a friend, went and ate lamb and 
green peas, at old Nicholson's booth, and copiously 
refreshed himself with champagne, after which he 
left the course in a cab, and was never seen on it 
after. 

I have before said, nothing delighted him so 
much as to talk of his money. " Brag is a good dog, 
but Hold Fast is a better," he thought ; notwith- 
standing, as I have already mentioned, he was at 
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times profusely liberal. If you went to his house in 
High Holborn, he would commence the conversation 
by saying what he had made last week, or the week 
before, ask you to ring the bell, and on the maid- 
servant's appearance, he would say, ''hand me my 
cash-box " ; when he would show you valuable 
securities, of some sort or other, for several thou- 
sands. He would say, " There, I made that the other 
day," pointing to the banker's receipt for £2,000, 
" and another for like amount, just before." He 
would then return them to the box, which he would 
lock up again. He was the only man I ever knew 
with money who was anxious to let other people 
know it. Generally those that have wealth are 
careful to conceal the fact, fearing someone may 
want to borrow a part, or else that they will be 
tempted to buy something which they do not want. 

Though the Committee of Tattersall's had the 
power of refusing him admission to the " Eing," 
neither they nor any other power could keep him 
from betting : " Birds of a feather," we know, " flock 
together," and men of congenial spirits will mix with 
each other, and so it was with Mr. Waite, and Mr. 
Snewmg, they often met, and as the latter was 
passionately fond of Caractacus, Mr. Waite entertained 
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a good opinion of his qualities more for the sake of 
his owner than any real merits the horse had shown 
in the eyes of those that were good judges of horse- 
flesh, but he backed him for the Derby, and won a 
good stake. The happy event he commemorated in 
a right jovial way, for he took a few friends after 
dinner to Cremorne, and entertained them at a 
sumptuous supper, and returned to his house early 
in the morning as "jolly as a sand-boy," minus a 
£1,000 note, which he had injudiciously displayed, 
and did not discern the loss till the next day. That 
this is a fact and no romance, I may say from a 
letter I saw a few days after, in which, the writer, a 
lady, said to another of the fair sex who was 
present on the occasion, " I wonder how old Waite 
looked the next morning, when he discovered the 
loss of his £1,000 note?" Whether he stopped 
payment of it at the bank, or whether they were too 
clever to be deprived of the fruits of their robbery 
by such a simple process or not, I don't know, but 
should think they found other means of disposing of 
it. These are a few of the many curious things done 
by Mr. Waite, during the few years that I was 
acquainted with him, and doubt not before and after 

that time he did other things quite as remarkable. 

11 
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In his business pursuits he was certainly a 
character of a most decided type, talented and 
indefatigable. Without money of his own, he 
married a rich widow ; this lady owned a small, but 
lucrative, public-house, which she kept and attended 
to herself. He soon, by a sort of intuitive knowledge, 
which seemed never to have left him through life, 
thought there was an immense profit to be made in 
agricultural and horticultural seeds, which were 
supplied by only a few dealers, and plenty of room 
for him to embark successfully in the undertaking, 
and with this in his mind he became a seedsman, and 
soon after was one of the leading men in the trade. 
Seeds for home use, wholesale and retail, and for ex- 
portation, he advertised at half the usual price, and 
then, as he said, there was about twenty-five per 
cent, left for profit. This announcement soon came 
to the notice of the trade, and a meeting by several 
of the leading members was held, and one or two of 
the most influential traders in seeds arranged an 
appointment with him, to try and induce him to 
raise his price, but he remained inexorable and 
followed his own course, and his position he managed 
to retain to the end. Having run this risk and found 
his plans attended with success, he soon resorted to 
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an adroit device, for he no sooner found his position 

secure, and his business assured, than he gradually 

rose the price of his seeds to that of other seed 

merchants. That he owed his initial success to selling 

seeds at half-price was a fact many of his later 

customers never knew, and others cared little for. 

Towards the close of his life he purchased a small 

estate near the railway station at Coombe or Maiden, 

for building purposes, intending to reserve a portion 

of it for a Eace-Course. The late Mr. Topham was 

asked to lay it out, and take the management of it 

when done, but this speculation fell through, owing 

to the want of size and other difficulties in the 

nature of the ground. A remarkable occurrence 

took place in the purchasing of this estate. It was, I 

believe, bought of a Mr. Eoupell's representative, the 

former then being in prison for a bank robbery, and 

another gentleman, I also believe his brother, claimed 

the property, saying the title-deeds were forged. 

This led to another trial, upon which the truth was 

clearly established by his brother, who was taken out 

of prison to give evidence, which he did by saying 

he had himself forged the documents, in a detailed 

way that left no doubt as to the correctness of his 

statement and the justice of the punishment he was 

11* 
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then undergoing, and the judge said as both had 
suffered for the misdeeds of another, to wl^ich 
neither were consenting parties, he ordered that each 
should lose half, and that if Mr. Waite kept the 
property he should pay £6,500 more for it, or give it 
up and receive that sum back from the owner ; how- 
ever, he elected to keep it, and paid the extra sum 
named, and this, like the rest of his speculations, 
turned out a great success. A few years after the 
purchase he died, and the property was put up and 
resold for about £42,000 ; the increased value of the 
estate arose from its adaptability for building sites, 
and much of it is now built upon. 

In many things he resembled Mr. Snewing in 
keeping race-horses and in buying land that turned 
out successfully owing to the circumstances that time 
developed, and in their mode of living, both being 
fond of feasting and speculations, and as Mr. 
Snewing survived his wife, so did Mrs. Waite die 
before her husband, the latter leaving a son and 
two daughters. The son, who was lame from an 
accident, caused by a fall from a pony when a boy, 
took no part in his father's business, and I hear died 
young. One of his daughters was unfortunately a 
great invalid, at which her father always seemed 
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much distressed. He died still a comparatively 
young man, leaving £120,000, which was equally 
distributed among his children, and in his once large 
business no member of the family now retains a 
share, and their name is extinct. In both Waite 
and Snewing we see the picture of the moralist fully 
exemplified, which though lengthy I transcribe and 
recommend to the perusal of the thoughtful reader. 
" When therefore the desire of wealth is taking hold 
of the heart, let us look round and see how it 
operates upon those whose industry or fortune has 
obtained it. When we find them oppressed with 
their own abundance, luxurious without pleasure, 
idle without ease, impatient and querulous in them- 
selves, and despised or hated by the rest of mankind, 
we shall soon be convinced that if the real wants of 
our condition are satisfied, there remains Uttle to be 
sought with solicitude, or desired with eagerness." 
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MR. MEREY. 

I SPOKE of this gentleman in my former work, but as 
it only there related to a trial and a race, I may 
here supplement those few remarks by the following 
additional facts. Mr. Merry undoubtedly, as an 
owner of race-horses, was a well known and con- 
spicuous character. He was a rich iron-master and 
banker at Glasgow, in partnership with Mr. Cunning- 
ham, whom I once had the pleasure of meeting at 
dinner at Liverpool, after the races. He was no 
sportsman, or, at least, I should not call him one ; 
but he was a thorough man of business, gentleman- 
like and afiable. He and his partner married two sisters, 
ladies whom I had not the pleasure of knowing, but by 
those who knew them, they were well spoken of. 
He was very wealthy, and owned many good horses, 
and, on the whole, was fairly successful with them. 
During his racing career he had probably more trainers 
and jockeys than any other man in England, if we ex- 
cept Lord Glasgow himself, and consequently few of 
them remained with him long. But these changes 
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were mainly owing to his friends, who persuaded him 
to remove his horses to other stables, where, through 
the interest they might have with the new trainer and 
jockey, they hoped to know more of their respective 
merits, and in so doing to advance their own interest 
rather than to promote Mr. Merry's. But this is a 
common practice, so old and threadbare that one 
would have thought a man of Mr. Merry's penetra- 
tion would have immediately seen through the flimsy 
plot, and judged for himself, instead of leaving his 
affairs in the hands of interested and unscrupulous 
advisers. The in-and-out running of some of his 
horses was often attributed, rightlj^ or otherwise, to 
those influences. Too many owners, from some 
cause or the other, do the same thing in the present 
day, with the same regrettable consequences, and I 
suppose to the end of time there will always be 
found men of no mind of their own, always ready to 
avail themselves of the advice of any cunning and 
unscrupulous upstart who can boast of having seen 
a race, and speak of his father as having been an 
owner of race-horses. 

Mr. Merry was a gambler, and was perhaps the 
only man I ever knew who laid an even bet of 
£10,000 on one horse against another, that Sally 
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should beat Bird-on-the-Wing for the Oaks, which 
sum he only saved losing by an accident ; but it 
showed how desperately high he would bet. He was 
also fond of pugilism, an exciting amusement of the 
past generation, which is not likely to flourish again 
in our days in its primitive vigour. He was a free 
liver, fond of gay company, and kept late hours. 

During the short time 1 trained for him, he owned 
Lambton, when a three or four-year-old, Hobbie 
Noble, and Lord of the Isles, and several others as 
yearUngs. Hobbie Noble was a heavy horse, and 
after three years old, like many others, was never so 
good again as he was at that age, and could never 
stay over a mile, though the fact was unperceived 
till discovered by his public running in the Derby 
and Ascot Cup. Before coming to me, and after 
her accident at Goodwood, Exact was so frightened 
that she never fairly recovered it. I may here state 
how it occurred, as it may prevent the recurrence of 
other accidents of a similar nature. Whilst galloping 
down the course, she met some other horses that 
were galloping the reverse way, and a collision took 
place that knocked her clean down, and though no 
bones were broken, it so frightened her that she 
would not go close to the other horses in a race when 
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she could possibly give them a wider berth, which 
made her difficult to ride and to keep in the course. 
I rode her at Chester, and had the greatest difficulty 
in keeping her straight, though she won easily after I 
got her round the last turn, which is a very awkward 
one. All horses at exercise should be made to canter 
or gallop the same way as they run, and over a two 
and a half miles course like Goodwood, where, at the 
start, you are obliged to meet horses that are gallop- 
ing in towards the finish. Dolls should be put in the 
middle of the course, that horses may go out on one 
side and return on the other, this would prevent the 
possibility of a collision. Again, those that are the 
first to gallop should always see that the dolls or 
chains are removed before doing so, or an accident 
will be the result. Horses have been sometimes 
thrown over them and seriously injured. I once saw 
a horse jump the chains at Stockbridge, which might 
have killed the horse or the rider, as it did poor 
Connolly, a very favourite jockey, at Oxford, his 
horse falling over the chains with such terrific force 
that it killed him. 

But to return to Mr. Merry and the running of his 
horses. With Lambton I won the Queen's Vase at 
Plymouth for him, a trophy he always much prized, 
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not for its value, but because it is the only one run 
for in England not given in specie, and is, as far as I 
know, a work of art that would add additional lustre 
to the other cups that already adorn his magnificent 
sideboard. With Mr. Merry I never had an unplea- 
sant word till after the Derby, which has been before 
explained. I saw him but seldom, and he never 
came to Woodyates but once, and from his living so 
much in Scotland, I had Uttle opportunity of seeing 
him elsewhere than on the race-course, and then only 
for a short time, as he had generally plenty to do. 
He wrote but seldom, and always on matters of busi- 
ness, and I never but once had an unpleasant or dis- 
agreeable letter from him. This was a reply to a 
second or third letter of mine, recommending him to 
get rid of three or four animals that he had with me 
that were utterly useless ; and though I was gaining 
something by their keep, I knew that he was spending 
money without hope of ever getting any return for 
it. He answered me by asking why, if it pleased 
him to keep useless horses, as I called them, he 
should not do so if he Uked? I was paid for my 
trouble, he said, and why did I object to keep them ? 
And he wound up by saying when he wanted them 
removed, or decided what he wanted done with them. 
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when the time came he would let me know. The 
letter, in other ways, was very curt and captious, 
without the least cause, in fact, only for doing my 
duty, and trying to save him money, and this was my 
reward ! Yet it is charitable to suppose he may, at 
the tune, have been employed with some gigantic, 
unprofitable, or doubtful speculations which made 
him irritable, and, we are told, that " men quarrel 
with inferior things when great ones are their 
object." To me, personally, he meant nothing, 
though he said much, when his mind was brooding 
over annoyances that he could not control. 

Being, as no doubt he was, a shrewd man of 
business, his half-yearly accounts were settled with 
praiseworthy promptitude, and he never to my 
knowledge disputed the correctness of an item of any 
sort, although in one account there was a great 
mistake. I once, and once only, had a clerk, Mr. 
Chipperfield, who had lived with my brother-in-law, 
and whom I engaged for twelve months, rather for 
old acquaintance sake than for any need I had of 
him, and this man forgot to enter two items, together 
of the value of £600, in Mr. Merrj^'s account, and 
when the cheque arrived the smallness of the amount 
drew mv attention to the items of the bill, which I 
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examined and discovered the error. It was ex- 
plained, and Mr. Merry, in reply, said it was " quite 
right ; put it in the next half-year's account, and I 
will settle it then." Some people would have sent 
their cheque for it at once, and requested me to be 
more careful another time. But hke all bankers, 
Mr. Merry thought about the interest, and the 
pleasing appearance of a grand half-year's balance. 
I may here speak of an incident that occurred 
when he left me at Goodwood, to which I slightly 
alluded before, which was not of a flattering 
character, but it will serve to show in a still more 
striking light his fondness for money. After return- 
ing home, I made out his account, which amounted 
to over £1,500, and forwarded it to him, asking for 
payment, as our connection was now severed. To 
this request he made no reply ; a second, and a third 
application met with no better fate, and the matter 
remained till Christmas, when I sent him another 
reminder of a Uke nature ; but it was ineflectual, till 
a demand was made that admitted of no further 
delay, and a bill at length arrived, payable a few 
days after sight, or some other negotiable instrument, 
the name of which I have forgotten, made payable 
at a London bank, probably his own agents, for 
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which the sum of £1 was stopped. Now, as he had 
the use of the £1,500 for six months, at 3 per cent., 
the interest would be £37 10s. Od. for it. It was 
neither generous nor just to charge £1 for making 
the draft payable in London, as my bankers would 
have sent it to his bankers in Scotland or anywhere 
else, and got the money for it, without charging me 
anything. 
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THE LATE ME. HENRY ROBINSON. 

Nearly the first person who trained with me was Mr. 
Henry Robinson, in 1848, who lived at Carnaby, 
near Bridlington, Yorkshire. His father was an 
excellent farmer, of means and abilities, who by his 
skill and industry accumulated a large fortune, and 
had the sagacity to keep it. He lived, respected by 
those that knew him, to a good old age, and died 
revered by a numerous circle of acquaintances and 
friends. His son Henry, the subject of this memoir, 
at his father's death, became possessed of consider- 
able wealth, much to the dissatisfaction of the rest of 
the brothers, who were left nothing, and this caused 
suspicion and trouble to the rest of the family, as 
well it might. He kept the farm on and continued 
to make money, more by his saving propensities than 
by any great energy he displayed in business. 

He was no sportsman, never having shot or 
hunted, that I am aware of, and he raced more from 
accident than from any taste for the sport. He had 
two colts which his father had bred, afterwards called 
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Confidence and Sir Charles, and which he could not 
dispose of when yearlings, although he advertised 
them in the most likely papers. Seeing the notice, I 
wrote to him for his price and went and saw them, 
but as we could not agree as to terms, I arranged to 
train them for him, and they went back with me in 
the winter of 1848 : As a two-year-old. Confidence 
ran but once and was beaten a short head at Eeading 
for the Two Year Old Stakes, a race, I said then 
and have always thought since, I fairly won. The 
following year he won at Bibury, the Wiltshire 
Stakes, and County Members' Plate at Salisburj% and 
Queen's Plates at Winchester, Guildford, and Ply- 
mouth ; and Sir Charles won The Eoyal Hunt Cup 
at Ascot the next year, so the fates were evidently 
not against him. He also bred a yearling, which he 
called Camabyensis, being, as he told everybody, the 
Latin for Carnaby, the name of the village in which 
he lived, which gained him a reputation for learning, 
which he did not deserve, for his brother, a surgeon, 
living in Hull, named the colt for him, a moiety of 
which he sold to Mr. Parker for £100, but when the 
other horses were taken away, this one was put up 
by auction and Mr. Eobinson bought him at 700 
guineas, or 350 guineas for his half, which he after- 
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wards always regretted, as he never won him a race, 
and was a bad horse. So on the whole, after h§ left 
me, his racing career was anything but a suc(^s.s, 
and but for the comfortable circumstances he was 
left in he would soon have had to give it up. 

From Mr. Kobinson's careful habits, I need 
scarcely say that he would never bet more than a 
few pounds on any of his own horses, or on those 
belonging to anyone else. Yet he would pester every 
trainer and jockey whom he knew for their opinion, 
which, when obtained, he would mysteriously dis- 
appear till he had invested his sovereign with some 
little bookmaker, and if successful would be as 
pleased as some people would be on having won a 
thousand, but if he lost he cursed his luck and 
grumbled the whole of the day, and often thought 
he had been purposely told an untruth. After 
nearly every race he drank, and would treat anyone 
that would drink with him, if he had won ; but if he 
was beaten, he would find out the winner, generally 
some of his own class, who were not trainers, but 
more often their servants, and tipsters, and drink, self- 
invited, with them. 

He left me in 1851, soon after Sir Charles had won 
the Eoyal Hunt Cup at Ascot, as he said he had not 
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won enough over it. To a man who only betted a 

few sovereigns on any occasion, one would have 

thought the greater the price the better it would have 

been for him, or, in fact, for any backer of horses. 

But he thought otherwise, and for this, and this 

reason only, did he remove his two horses, or at 

least made this his excuse for doing so. Confidence 

won him no less than six races and Sir Charles one 

whilst with me, but neither won after they left me, 

though both of them ran, and Sir Charles till he was 

aged, and then was sold for £20, so he had hardly 

just grounds for removing his horses. These were 

the only two horses he ever trained with me, except 

Carnabyensis, who never ran, as I have before 

mentioned, and poor old Morpeth, worn out before 

he came to me. But he was not lucky, for though 

they were removed to an excellent trainer in the 

North, not one of them won him a race after. He 

bred other horses, but the Grand Inquisitor was the 

only one that did him any good, besides winning the 

Great Yorkshire Stakes at York. 

Soon after this he quitted the turf for ever and 

kept to farming, at which, if he did not make much, 

he could have lost but little. His mode of living 

was inexpensive, as he was a bachelor and lived with 

12 
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his sister, who, like himself, inherited a fortune from 
her father. She was therefore no burden to her 
brother. He was an indolent and badly educated 
man, and though he had travelled and seen life in 
this country and on the continent his manners were 
rough and unpolished. Having quarrelled with all 
his brothers he left a fortune to a friend, who, out 
of kindness to his memory, has taken his name. 
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THE LATE ME. MUEPHY. 

Mb. Mukphy wrote to me from Ireland to know if 

I would train a horse for liim, to which I replied 

that I should be very pleased to do so. In due 

course the horse came, looking, from the length of his 

tail, more like a hearse horse or a brood mare than 

a two j^ear old in training. I soon cut it, and pulled 

his mane, which gave him the usual appearance of 

other horses undergoing a preparation to run. It 

was but a few months after the horse came when Mr. 

Murphy arrived to see him. When he entered the 

stables the animal was pointed out as his horse. He 

fell back against the wall as if he had been shot 

through the head, exclaiming, " Good gracious ! you 

have cut his tail!" After recovering the sudden 

shock to his whole nervous system, he said, " What 

on earth could induce you to spoil the look of my 

horse in that way?" I explained to him it was 

usual to do so, but if I had known he preferred 

seeing him with a long tail, I would not have 

shortened it if he had only made me acquainted 
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with his wishes, otherwise it was impossible for me to 
have guessed them. He was very angry with me for 
some time, and then told me he wanted the horse 
sent to Ireland as he had to run him there the next 
week in two races, and added, " Unless you wish to 
come yourself will you send over a steady lad with 
him ? I will attend to his work and tell him what it 
will be necessary for him to do before the races, and 
arrange with him what time he is to bring him on to 
the course, and get a jockey to ride him." 

I sent the horse, and he arrived aU safe and well. 
As Mr. Murphy did not Uve very close to where the 
horse was standing he only saw the lad on Monday 
morning, before the first day's racing, and told him 
not to bring the horse out on Tuesday, as he did not 
think he should run him on that day, but if he did 
he would let him know in good time to bring him 
on to the course, and then added, " Bring the horse 
out on Wednesday one hour-and-a-half before the 
race is to be run," when he promised to meet him at 
the stand. But Mr. Murphy seemed to have 
forgotten all about the orders he gave the lad on 
Monday, and which undoubtedly were obeyed, for 
the boy could have had no reason for doing other- 
wise. " I was there " (saddhng enclosure) said he to 
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the lad, on his return to the stable, "hunting for 
you tiU the race was over." His rage was boundless, 
and he nearly took the law into his own hands by 
corporally chastising him on the spot, like the hot- 
headed Hibernian that he was, but I suppose he 
thought, as many have done before, that " Discretion 
is the better part of valour, " so he refrained, and 
only lashed him with epithets more forcible than 
refined. After his rage had somewhat subsided he 
said to the lad, " Why did you not bring the horse 
out ? " and the boy repUed, " I was told not to do so 
without first hearing from you, as you said you did 
not think you would run him to-day. The horse has 
been ready, just as you see him now (showing him the 
horse aU ready to start, except wearing his bridle), 
and if you had sent a messenger and had told me to 
take the horse I should have done so." As Mr. 
Murphy knew further argument would have been 
useless he dismissed the lad with a severe caution to 
bring the horse out the next day, or he would 
annihilate him. The horse was taken up the next 
day, ran, and won easy. Now all this loss of money 
was caused entirely by being too clever. Mr. 
Murphy wanted to back the horse the first day, and 
thought if anyone knew that he was going to run 
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they might want to back him too, but if he said, as he 
did, that he did not think he should run him, he 
would be able to get a better price in the " Eing," as 
the lad would probably say that the horse was not 
likely to run, or, no doubt, he hoped he would say 
so. But his suspicions were ill-founded, as he said 
nothing. I believe Mr. Murphy was very busy with 
the book-makers, backing him, until it was too late 
to send a special messenger for the horse to arrive on 
the course in time to run. The curious and most 
mortifying part of the story is, that at such a 
tempting price he indulged his fancy in backing the 
horse to a much greater extent than he otherwise 
intended to have done. Moreover it was a great 
stake of much more value than the one he won the 
next day, beating much the same class of horses very 
easily that he would have had to have met on the 
first, and as "trouble never comes in single spies 
but in battalions," he had to take a short price 
about him, from the anxiety he evinced to back him 
on the first occasion, and so won but little by the 
success of his horse in the second race. The lad 
returned the next day, not favourably impressed 
with the manners of Mr. Murphy or the Irish people 
generally. The horse was kept in Ireland that year. 
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and the next he returned to England. He never 
spoke to me again, nor did I ever see him after- 
wards, though I was at Goodwood when he won, 
and at Newmarket, when I beat him with Johnny 
Armstrong, and I have no doubt on both occasions 
Mr. Murphy was present. 

I have trained for all sorts of people, holding 
divers opinions on various subjects, and curious 
notions of honour and honesty with things connected 
with the turf, that have given all sorts of reasons for 
running their horses as they pleased, but till then I 
never knew one that was reticent for ever after. 
Well I suppose he knew best ! Another gentleman 
of the same name and nationality was kind enough 
to favour me in a similar way, by buying a horse for 
£300 of me, with a verbal understanding that he was 
not to be removed from my stables. Unknown to 
either of us at the time he was worth £3,000, which, 
when he discovered, he removed him without ever 
running him at all whilst with me and sent him to 
another trainer, who never won a race with him. 
There may be, and probably there is, as much good 
in a Scotchman as in any true-bom Briton, and an 
Irishman may equal both ; and, indeed, I have in 
some few instances known honourable Sctoch and 
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Irish people, who have entrusted me with their horses 
to train. But, I must confess, I have been singularly 
unlucky in not meeting with any very exemplary 
characters amongst them. It is true I had business 
relations with only a few of either nationalities, or I 
might have been more fortunate in discovering some- 
thing to admire, and probably to imitate in either. 
iBut to judge from the actions of these few gentlemen 
I have named, one can scarcely call them bright 
examples of racing men. 
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A FEW LAWYERS. 
Of the few lawyers with whom I never had a dispute 
was my excellent friend the late Mr. Joseph Dale. 
He had but one horse in training, and, as she was bad, 
I soon got rid of her. But, professionally, he acted 
for me till, from ill health, he could do so no longer. 
I had also racing transactions with another member 
of the law, after knowing him for many years, which 
arose in this way. He (Mr. Fryer) had won some 
money, through my advice, at Doncaster, though not 
on any of my horses, and he said, — " I will buy a 
couple of yearlings, and you shall take them back 
with you," which I did. He gave 50 guineas for 
one and 100 guineas for the other. The following year 
the last named won at Bath, and was sold, and the 
other won the Selling Eace at Salisbury. In this race 
I ran another horse, belonging, also curious to say, to 
another lawyer, which ran second, so both were 
virtually winners, as far as the stakes were concerned, 
for he (the second) received half the surplus of which 
the other horse fetched over the seUing-price, and 
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was likewise aftei:wards sold. Both these men never 
kept another horse in training with me after. They 
were perhaps dissatisfied with the result of the race, 
or with me, or with something else, although they 
had true cause to be grateful. Notwithstanding, no 
open rupture between us took place, and we re- 
mained, as far as I know, friends. We visited each 
other, and met often on the race course, and were 
apparently on the best of terms, and it was not till 
two years afterwards that I found Mr. Fryer was 
keeping horses in another stable, and latterly run- 
ning them in his own name. Of course there was 
no law to prevent him from doing such a thing. 
But was it right and gentlemanly for him to do so 
without cause ? There was no reason why he should 
have concealed his actions, though he must have 
known he was doing wrong to one who had not 
wronged him in any way. He might have given me 
some reason as an excuse for his ungenerous con- 
duct, however simple ; it would at least have had the 
appearance of candour. However, he did no good 
with any of his horses, having, as far as I recollect, but 
one winner (Mattie, a Stray), and then only of a 
selling-race. 
How fatally racing affects some people, and 
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generally those who are supposed to be the cleverest, 
and what one may term the most wide-a-wake, who 
often suffer the most by their stupidity, for engaging 
in a speculation they know little or nothing of. 
Fryer, as a lawyer, had but little time to devote to 
anything else but the study of his legal profession, 
for he had many clients, so he kept a tipster, or, more 
properly speaking, I should say he paid one for 
information sent him about all the horses in training, 
or all those that were thought good enough to write 
about. He had also an old man, who, when he met 
him on the course, gave him the benefit of his advice 
now and then for the sake of a few shillings, which 
he used to obtain by way of a loan, and a goose 
for his Christmas dinner. These men brought him, 
as they have brought hundreds before who 
trust them, to ruin, for he died, after losing a 
fortune at racing, in the most abject poverty, 
Mrs. Fryer, a virtuous and amiable lady of great 
piety, deservedly has my sympathy and the best 
wishes of her friends, for she was sorely tried 
by the vagaries of her husband, but, like a Christian, 
her duty led her to bear all with a cheerful submis- 
sion. Two more dissimilar characters were probably 
never united in the bonds of matrimony. 
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In the preceding list I have given an impartial 
account of some of the idiosyncrasies of the 
gentlemen and others for whom I have trained 
during the last forty years with varied success. To 
these I shall add but a few more to show to what 
extent some men will go to obtain their ends, where 

their own interest is concerned. Mr, P was 

the name of the person I am about to give an 
account of and to relate a transaction that I had with 
him ; it was but one, I am happy to say, for after it 
we parted for ever, and he soon died, from excessive 
indulgence, in extreme poverty ; at least this is the 
account that was given me of his end by a mutual 
friend, who attended him during his last iUness. I 
had met him but once or twice before, when I had a 
sale of some yearlings at Tattersall's, where he took 
a fancy to one, and said he would go halves in it with 
me if I liked, and I should of course train and have 
the management of him. To this I consented, and 
purchased the animal for 50 guineas. At this time, 
from the representation of his friend, who introduced 
him to me, 1 was led to believe that he was a wealthy 
man, and would probably have a string of horses before 
long, for, though apparently very careful of his 
money, I thought he may have been richer than his 
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friend's modesty would allow him to say. The colt 
returned to Woodyates with the rest of the yearlings 
that remained unsold, and, like them, was put in 
training, but he turned out badly. Living in the 

neighbourhood, Mr. P came occasionally to 

see the horse in the stable and at exercise. The 
colt was entered in a selling-race, where he ran 
unsuccessfully, having been previously tried and 
found wanting. However strange, idiotic, or un- 
truthful such an accusation may seem, he deUberately 
charged me with changing his horse, and said I had 
kept the real horse at home, and had put this brute in 
a selling-plate that I might defraud him of his share 
of his valuable property. This is exactly what took 
place, without exaggeration or embellishment, just as 
the words were uttered to me, as nearly as I recollect 
them ; in substance, at any rate, they are strictly true. 
I told him how truly absurd such an idea was, because 
there were twenty-five or thirty boys and men who 
saw the horse every day, and many hours in the day, 
and knew him well, and if any change had taken 
place with another horse they must know of it ; and 
if I had been wicked and vile enough to attempt such 
a deception on him, I must of necessity have been 
detected by my own people, of whom some were 
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always disaffected, and would only too willingly have 
given him or any one else the information that would 
have enabled him to obtain his rights and punish me 
for such treachery. But these reasons had no weight 
with him ; he still firmly beUeved in his disgraceful 
charge, and but for his friends would have brought 
an action against me for the recovery of the supposed 
horse, although no one but a madman or a fool would 
have ever thought of doing anything so egregiously 
stupid and so desperately wicked. 

He must, it seems, have forgotten the appearance 
of the animal, which was extremely improbable, and 
if his object was extortion it was a pity he had 
not a more plausible pretext on which to build 
his hopes of gain, as not knowing even the 
appearance of the animal he could not well claim 
it by identification. He had not any witnesses 
support his wild and untruthful assertion; but 
he was foohsh enough to make the attempt, 
but still wise enough, soon after, to give up the 
matter as hopeless. It is but due to my own 
respect and my associates to say, I was never in this 
gentleman's company above half-a-dozen times in 
my life, nor for a longer time than an hour or 
two on 'any occasion. Let us hope P , though 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A FEW LAWYERS. 191 

unknown to me, may have had some redeeming 
qualities, and that in reality he was not what he 
appeared, and as Savage, the most unfortunate of 
men, spoke of himself, let us charitably speak of 
P : 

" 0, let none censure, if untried by grief, 
If, amidst woe, mitempted, by relief, 
He stoop'd reluctant to low arts of shame, 
Which then, ev'n then, he soom'd, and blush'd to name." 

Amongst the motley crew whose idiosyncrasies I 
have hitherto tried impartially to portray have 
been characters widely differing one from the other, 
in a variety of ways, and under circumstances totally 
opposed to each other — 

" Many for many virtues excellent. 
None but for some, and yet all different." 

But truth and plain dealing compels one to say that 
the deeds of some are as " dark as Erebus, and foul 
as Vulcan's stithy." They are gone, but their 
examples are left for our admonition to shun, or for 
our guidance to follow. 
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ADMIRAL THE HONOURABLE H. ROUS. 

All the foregoing characters I may say I knew 
intunately, and have had ample opportunities 
afforded me of judging correctly of their actions on 
the turf; nay, I can go farther, and say, with great j 

probability, I could discern their object by the < 

manner of their doing things, whether impulsively I 

or by studied intent. Indeed, having trained horses | 

for all of them, from oral observations and written 
communications extending over a series of years, I 

I can hardly be mistaken in anything I have written 
concerning them, after mature consideration being 
given to the subject. 

To these I may add a few notes on one of the 
most remarkable men of his time in Racing circles, \ 

and in most matters appertaining to sport, and the 
British race-course. 

He was a steward of the Jockey Club for years, ^ 

and more than once filled that dignified post with no 
ordinary ability, with pleasure to himself, and 
satisfaction to the whole Racing World. Whether 
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it was the condition of horses, the manner in which 
they were ridden, or the probable chance of winning 
at any meeting, or in any race, the Admiral's opinion 
was always greatly respected, for it is of him — the 

I late lamented Admiral the Honourable H. Eous — 

I I am now writing. 

Ilis bold and manly form, erect, and stately to the 

I last, in a shooting or pea-jacket, wearing black boots 

i or leggings of the same colour, with dog-whip in 

hand, ready for mounting his old bay horse for the 
course, was an imposing sight, " the observed of all 
observers," could be always seen and easily dis- 
tinguished among the motley group in front of the 
Eooms. No matter what the weather was, or was 
likely to be, here he could always be seen, perhaps 
more regular than Shylock among the merchants on 
the Eialto, talking to his worthy old friend, the 
Baron, Mr. George Payne, or Lord Glasgow. His 
beloved Newmarket was of course his favourite 
^' hunting ground/' where he revelled in sport, 
accompanied by his amiable and devoted lady, 
Mrs. Rous, herself no mean judge of a horse, and 
fond of seeing him run. 

Few indeed were the meetings they did not attend 
for a great number of years. He regularly visited 
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Goodwood, where he \7as always a welcome guest 
at Goodwood House, Epsom, Ascot, Doncaster, and 
at minor meetings, perhaps no one more regularly- 
attended than the gallant Admiral. That he re- 
sorted to these places from the pleasure it aflforded 
him to see the sport, no one will doubt. But he also 
attended the whole of these meetings for another 
and very different purpose — the pursuit of know- 
ledge, for he had like other people to learn before he 
could teach. 

Here it was he became acquainted with, and 
mastered the art of handicaping, and justly earned 
the fame that entitled him to be called, " the Great 
Master of Weights." He knew from his own obser- 
vation the condition of the runners, and every little 
thing that he thought might militate for or against 
the chance any horse had of winning he was no 
stranger to ; carefully noting the same in a book 
for further reference as often as necessity required ; 
an object he undoubtedly thought too important to 
trust even to the strongest memory. An instance I 
can give, and a strong one, in support of this fact. 

When St. Giles was entered in a Handicap at 
Ascot as a two-year-old, in 1856, the Admiral to 
my thinking, and to the late Lord Kibblesdale's 
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mind (the owner of the horse), had very greatly 
over-estunated his capabilities, by putting a much 
heavier weight on him than his running justified, 
the sole test by which the merits of all horses can 
be judged. On being asked his reasons for doing so 
he said, " I don't know, but will look ; " and on 
referring to his notes in the book I have mentioned, 
replied laconically — "Fat, Eibblesdale, fat." 

Here I learnt something: Not that the horse 
was fat, on the contrary, for I have never run my 
horses so, but I gained from the exclamation some 
insight into the Admiral's idea of fatness. After- 
wards I may have run the horse a little lighter in 
condition a longer course, particularly when he won 
the Northamptonshire Stakes (two miles), beating 
Skirmisher, and the Shrewsbury Handicap, being then 
as I remember particularly so, and luckily heard no 
farther complaint on that head. He said of him- 
self, " I have tried a horse one week, and he has 
been beaten a quarter-of-a-mile ; and then perhaps 
two weeks after, in consequence of having a couple 
of sweats, he has won a second trial on the same 
racing terms.'* Well may he suspect. 

There is no doubt the Admiral, like many others, 
was often surprised to see the different forms shown 
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by some of my horses one day to that of another. 
It was, he used to say, a puzzle that he could not 
master. " A thing, like Uncle Sam's, that no fellow 
could understand " ; but the fact of their running 
over dissimilar courses when the state of the ground 
was often very different, hard or soft, would point 
to the solution as well as the knowledge that some 
horses greatly improve with age, and others get 
worse as they grow older. Nor would he, if he was 
with us now, know more of the forms of the horses 
of the present day, for many of the great races are 
carried off (handicaps particularly) by horses be- 
fore unknown to fame, astonishing alike the most 
astute owners and trainers, as well as the cleverest of 
jockeys, and so I suppose to the end of time these 
differences will be always observable, confusing the 
most talented and careful handicapper, and be as often 
seen now as they were ever noticed before. Of this 
indeed we have plenty of proof. If, as the Admiral 
asserts, he could improve a horse in a fortnight a 
quarter of a mile, he certainly not only deserves the 
appellation of the best of handicapper s, but the best 
and most ingenious of trainers, and a dread to the 
whole Eacing fraternity. He studied deeply with ad- 
vantage the running of horses, racing over different 
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courses. He knew full well the alteration it made in 
the forms of many, and how powerfully affected was 
the running of others over wet or hard ground. 

The knowledge of these facts, and his admirable 
mode of adjusting the weights, made his handicaps 
popular. But, on the other hand, he was at best 
but fallible, like other erring creatures — whether 
Peers or Peasants — and often fell into mistakes from 
the exuberance of his well-intended zeal for ridding 
the turf of its many abuses — real or ideal — which, I 
believe, he thought worse than the circumstances 
justified. He held one idea among many, that most 
people were trying to deceive him in the running of 
their horses, in order to get them more lightly handi- 
capped another time, and here he may often have 
been right ; but he was often wrong, which a case- 
of my own, and under what circumstances it took 
place, will prove. It so happened that at Stock- 
bridge, some years ago, I was running a bad horse 
of my own, that was beaten. When the jockey 
found his chance of winning hopeless, he ceased to 
ride his horse, and allowed, in the last few yards, 
the second to pass him. 

This other jockeys did then, and do now, and 
very often too, and what, I should like to know, is 
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there to be gained but barren honours by their 
doing otherwise? When second money is obtain- 
able, the case is different. But it raised a terrific 
outcry against such a palpable scandal, the 
Admiral being the first to express his vehement 
indignation against such misconduct. 

One of my employers, on hearing the uproar, 
and learning the Admiral's adverse opinion, was 
positively furious, and remonstrated with me on 
the disgrace of doing such a vile thing, and de- 
manded an explanation. 

To this my reply was, I had nothing to explain, 
the horse was a bad one, and I begged him to give 
my duty to the Admiral, and say I would make him 
-a present of the animal. This generous offer very 
properly exculpated me and the jockey from doing 
anything wrong. 

But the Admiral would not accept him, and said 
he did not see anything wrong himself, but many 
told him it was so, and so the farce ended. 

His sterling qualities and honourable intentions, 
I am sure everyone that knew him will admit ; but 
he had fads, that no one acting in a public capacity 
ought, or should be allowed, to have. It was his 
practice, for instance, after making a handicap for 
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any large race, to show it to some of his friends, at 
whose suggestion he generally altered some of the 
weights in which they were directly or indirectly 
secretly interested, which did harm to the handicap. 
For days before the publication of the weights, 
many of his friends had seen them, and some had 
profited by the knowledge thus surreptitiously 
gained. The Admiral had no improper motives 
in doing this, I am fully persuaded, but the* efiect 
was the same, whether he had or had not. Having 
made so many handicaps, the wonder is not that he 
made mistakes, but that he made so few ; but here 
is a very curious one. 

In the Houghton Meeting, in 1858, on the Friday, 
I ran Petra, a half-bred mare by Tadmor, in the 
Xursery Stakes Ditch Mile. The start was a bad 
one, and having the worst of it, she was con- 
sequently beat. I entered her again the next day 
in the Handicap Sweepstake, the same course for all 
two-year-olds, the weights ranging from 9st. Olb. to 
5st. 21b., there were ten runners, the top weight 
carrying 8st. 101b., and the lowest but one carried 
6st. 91b., there being nothing between that and 
Petra, who carried 5st. 21b., or just 2 libs, below 
the next one above her, and she justified our con- 
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fidence by winning easily. I mention this strange 
fact, for I never saw such a difference before or 
bince, as 2 libs, between the two last weights in any 
handicap, over a long or short course, and have 
often wondered how the Admiral came to do such 
an unheard-of thing. 

Lord Eibblesdale, to whom the mare belonged, 
winning, as he had just done, the Second Class 
Nursery with Northampton, had no reason to find 
fault nor had I, with the Admiral's handicapping, 
more especially as his lordship was only beat a 
short distance for another good handicap, the same 
meeting, with Glee-Singer, who was second. 

As an owner of horses, the Admiral, like his 
friends — Lord Glasgow and Mr. Payne — was 
not successful; nor was he for many years 
more fortunate in the management of his friend 
the Duke of Bedford's stud. Few races beyond 
produce stakes, and small handicaps, fell to 
their share, except matches. Here his astute- 
ness was most remarkable from the successes 
he continually achieved in this particular descrip- 
tion of handicapping. He did this with such 
discriminating niceness that he brought the art to 
ounces, not pounds, and was, as far as I remember. 
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the only gentleman that matched in that way, 
except the adjusters of the weights for the great 
match run over York course in the year 1851, with 
the Flying Dutchman 8st. 8|lb., and Voltigeur 
8st. 01b., and even here the half-pound calculation 
may have, and probably did emanate from the 
Admiral, though as the result proved it would 
have taken a good few ounces to have reversed 
the decision of the Judge, by depriving the Dutch- 
man of his great and well-earned victory.* 

Whatever art the Admiral may have thought 
there was in training, he attached little importance 
to jockey ship, for latterly, after many years' 
experience, he thought one jockey was as good 
as another, and agreed with what Frank Butler, 
who was thought to be the most accomplished 
horseman of his day, once said of himself, 
*' There is not the length of my arm between 
the so-caUed best and the so-called worst 

* Since writing the above I have heard, from the most un- 
doubted authority, that the famous match between the Dutchman 
and Voltigeur, above alluded to, at York, was actually made by 
the Admiral, as I had surmised. My brother John took a great 
interest in the match, and the Danebury Patrons lost a large stake 
over it ; but Davis (the Leviathan), being a firm believer in the 
Dutchman, won a good stake. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



202 TURF CELEBRITIES I HAVE KNOWN. 

of US." Frank knew very well, as did other 
people, that he often lost races by coming too 
late, a case he showed us in riding Bird-on-the-Wing 
at York, as surely as some inexperienced jockeys 
got beat by over anxiety to get to the Winning 
Post. But the latter Is a far more excusable mis- 
take than the former, for it can but seldom happen, 
if horses are but properly trained ; whereas, in the 
other case, the most carefully prepared horse 
running over his own course, with a stone in hand, 
may be beat half-a-dozen times in succession, and 
the closeness of the finish attributed more to the 
merits of the jockey than the horse. For it should 
be remembered, with an artist in the saddle on the 
best horse, it's just as easy to get beat by a neck as 
it is to win by one. But attempting such a thing 
by an inexperienced youth, or an unpopular jockey, 
his manner of riding would not be approved and 
disgrace would follow. 

The Admiral no doubt saw this, and though not 
openly condemning the absurd practice, yet tacitly 
disapproved of it, by the class of jockeys he was 
known latterly to employ. 

Norman, who for so many years rode for the 
then Marquis of Exeter (father of the present 
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nobleman), was among a certain class of race-goers 
known as " the post-boy," from his inelegant seat 
on horseback, and was regarded as about the worst 
jockey riding. But Lord Exeter, a fine judge of 
racing, thought and knew better. The noble 
Marquis used to say, " Give Norman 31bs. the best 
of the weights, and he shall ride against any jockey 
in the world for £500." 

If the match had been made and run for I should 
have backed the light-weight ; and this seems to 
have been the prevailing opinion among owners 
and jockeys at the time, for neither dared to accept 
the challenge thus publicly made, and so " allowed 
judgment to go by default." 

E. Pettit, a very estimable man, though always con- 
sidered anything but a good jockey, of late years 
rode for the Admiral and the Duke of Bedford, 
though he had but little practice outside of his own 
stable. Yet he was thought good enough by such a 
judge as the Admiral to ride for him, and perhaps 
made the most of the horses he rode, and won as 
many races on them as a more finished rider could 
have done. So little importance did the Admiral 
attach to the opinion of his jockeys (and Sam 
Eogers was one, as well as the celebrated James 
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Robinson, one of the finest riders of his day), that 
he said : " any man who follows the advice of his 
jockey is sure to be ruined." 

That the Admiral was opiniated no one that knew 
or read of his doings could doubt, which on one 
occasion led him astray. Weathergage he believed 
a bad horse ; after selling him for £35 to a trainer at 
Newmarket, who re-sold him to Tom Parr for £40, 
the horse won at Lewes, and then the Admiral 
handicapped him to win at Bath, the Goodwood and 
Wolverhampton Stakes, and at Derby, then the 
Cesarewitch, and after running 14 times, another 
handicap in the Houghton Meeting, over the Audley 
End course, in which he gave Adine 121bs. and beat 
her ten lengths, when Mr. Greville (the owner of 
Adine) declared Weathergage was the best horse of 
his age in England, of which I have little doubt, 
for he gave Joe Miller, in a private trial, two miles 
and a quarter, an easy beating at even weights, just 
after Joe had won the Ascot Cup, two miles and a 
half, beating Voltigeur and many others at weight- 
for-age. 

Nothing seemed to have altered his opinion of 
the horse, though he saw him win other races 
besides those I have mentioned. His reply to 
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enquiries amoag his friends used to be : "I have 
tried him fourteen times, and could never get him 
first, and nothing can be worse." It would have 
been most interesting to know the different courses 
over which he was tried, the names of the horses 
which took part in the trials and the weight each 
carried, as well as the names of the jockeys that 
rode Weathergage on each occasion. But as the 
Admiral is gone, and William Butler, the trainer, is 
no more, I suppose it will for ever remain unknown. 
Allusions have been made to this fact with others 
in my early work ("The Eacehorse in Training"), 
where it will be found more fully set forth, with 
other circumstances narrated attending this great 
mystery. His parting with Killigrew was nearly as 
great a mistake, for, with Dulcibella out of the 
Cesarewitch that year, he most certainly would have 
won, for trying to race with her all across the flat, 
where at the bushes, he headed the ruck, brought 
him back, and even then, though not placed, he pro- 
bably could have been third, and I have no doubt 
was good enough to have won eight Cesarewitches 
out of ten. Though probably few people knew the 
fact, it was the Admiral who tried Dulcibella both at 
two and three years old — for Lord William Powlett 
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knew nothing of such things — and found her so 
wretchedly bad that at any weight he could never 
get her first. She ran at Newmarket, and was the 
last of every horse in the race, and again was beat 
at the same place, receiving as much as 17 lbs. from 
one of her own year, and he but a moderate horse. 
Another mistake, and a great one, was made by the 
Admiral when he bought Justice-to-Ireland (I think 
of Mr. Disney), for 3,000 Gs., probably at the time 
not being worth a tithe of the money, as he was 
beat easily in the Two Thousand and St. Leger, 
ridden by S. Templeman, if in that race he was not 
absolutely last. He was afterwards called Justice, 
and soon retired from the English Turf. By this it 
will be seen the Admiral gave a high price for a 
horse good for nothing or but little, and sold several 
good and much better horses for " songs." 

Here certainly the excellent judgment in racing 
matters usually displayed by the Admiral was not 
shown, and the recapitulation of these indubitable 
facts (for facts they are, and nothing else), will not 
tend to enhance his great reputation as the " master 
of weights.'* 

He betted but seldom, and then only in small 
sums, though he once laid 700 to 100 on Borneo for 
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the King John's Stakes at Egham, which may have 
been the cause of his not betting much after, for I 
beat him, and very easily, too, on PhilUppa. No 
doubt many people will remember the hard bargain 
sold by Lord Stradbroke to the late Lord H. Lennox, 
the purchaser of Borneo. This horse was at first 
thought to be good for nothing, and in the bitterness 
of his disappointment Lord Henry re-christened him 
" Do-the-Boys," which probably induced the Admiral 
to support his brother's good opinion of the horse, 
and justified his receiving £1,500 for the horse but 
a short time before. I know a gentleman that heard 
the Admiral once say, at a friend's house, that for 
twenty-five years he had made £1,500 a year by 
betting and by the share he had in the Duke of 
Bedford's matches. But I should think the greater 
part of it was won by the matches, though for 
betting, particularly on handicaps, no one had so 
many advantages, though I don't think he embraced 
them, or to any great extent. He was extremely fond 
of money, and never would allow anyone to owe 
him any without continually asking him for it. 

His delight was in handicapping, and here he suc- 
ceeded, notwithstanding the few anomalies I have 
mentioned. He was also a Reformer, and suppressed 
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vice and irregularities when and where ever he saw 
them ; at least, he brought them before the stewards 
of the Jockey Club for their decision, whose judg- 
ment on all occasions he greatly influenced. Here, 
as in other matters, he was deservedly admired, for 
though the so-called abuse was more often seeming 
than real, his intentions were the same. His manner 
was dictatorial ; having once formed an opinion, 
however hastily made, he would stand by it, 
** nailing his colours to the mast, knowing no 
surrender." 

His unfortunate passion for indiscriminately 
meddling with other people's affairs before acquaint- 
ing himself with the facts was proverbial. Many 
of those disputes which came within his own 
sphere, might well have been allowed to slumber, 
as by taking so active a part in them, he created 
many enemies, and did little good to the public. 
This was seen in his unpardonable interference 
with the Lady Elizabeth case — ^her running in 
the Derby and the scratching of The Earl. His 
intemperate haste in writing to the Times^ must be 
fresh in the memory of my readers, and the mis- 
chief and pain it caused to innocent people was 
much deplored by all, but never •b}'' himself. 
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Had the matter come before him as a judge, after 
hearing both sides of the question, his verdict would 
have been received respectfully and obeyed. But 
to jump at conclusions and condemn unheard those 
who had no opportunity of defending themselves, 
Was, and is, to my thinking, little short of tyranny. 
The Catch-'em-Alive's case, in which he took so 
active and commendable a part, was an imperative 
duty, which he willingly undertook and carried 
through, with great ability and discretion, against Sir 
Joseph Hawley, whose interference in a matter that 
did not concern him was hardly called for, hurting 
himself and the cause he so vigorously espoused. 

Most of my readers will remember the above case 
as one of the most remarkable in Turf history. 

The Cambridgeshire Stakes were run for on 

Tuesday, in the Houghton Meeting of 1863, when 

Catch-'em-Alive came in first, beating Merry Hart 

by a head and 38 others. But on returning to the 

scales the rider of Catch-'em-Alive could not draw his- 

weight, but the Stewards, after having the scales 

adjusted by removing from them the two pounds of 

lead placed at the bottom, felt satisfied he would 

have done so if this lead had not been there. Most 

racing men know that at Newmarket there are two 

14 
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places at which to weigh before the race, but only- 
one after it. All those jockeys that weighed out at 
the lower stand weighed rightly, among whom was 
the winner. But till the two pounds of lead had 
been removed none of them could draw the proper 
weight at the top stand, but all those, amongst which 
was Merry Hart, that weighed there carried two 
pounds over weight, after the discovery of the lead, 
and its removal from the scales. The zeal that Sir 
Joseph Hawley evinced in supporting the claim of 
his friend Lord Westmorland, the owner of Merry 
Hart, was sincere, though unavailing. 

Here, but for the worthy part Admiral Eous took 
in the discussion, justice might have been defeated 
and the race given to Merry Hart, a horse which, from 
his carrying more than 21b. overweight was already 
disqualified by the Eules of Eacing. It was the 
Admiral whose indefatigable labour " ferretted " out 
and brought to light the running of Tripoli for the 
Feather Plate at Newmarket in the Houghton Meet- 
ing of 1841, when he carried 7st. 101b , ridden by a 
stable lad, called West, which was not creditable to 
Lord George Bentinck, the owner, or becoming his 
high position, for it was 3st. 101b. more than was 
usually carried by feather-weight horses, and done 
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for an ulterior purpose. This Eule was afterwards 
altered, and the standard is now fixed at 5st. 71b., 
and all jockeys are obliged to weigh both out 
and in. 

Perhaps the brightness of the Admiral's genius 
shone with greater briUiancy when handicapping 
match-horses, than those running in big handicaps. 
Some forty years ago match-making was in its prime, 
when such men took part in it as Lord Derby, Lord 
Glasgow, Lord Stradbroke, Lord Exeter, Mr. 
Greville, Lord Chesterfield, Colonel Anson, Colonel 
Peel, Lord William Powlett, Admiral Eous, Lord Ports- 
mouth, Mr. George Payne, Mr. Saville, Sir Joseph 
Hawley, Lord Eibblesdale, Mr. F* Eobinson, and 
Lord Zetland ; besides the noble Dukes of Bedford, 
Eutland, and Beaufort. Matches from £3,000 to 
£5,000 a side, were often made. One for the former 
sum, between Anton and Kent, run for at Xew- 
market, on the Monday in the Craven Meeting, in the 
year 1858, caused much excitement and heavy 
betting. It was won by the former, but so close 
was the finish that a neck only separated the rivals ; 
and it was but a few weeks ago that I received a 
letter from the then owner of Anton, in which he said, 

" I was more indebted for winning the match to your 

14* 
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brother Alfred's riding than to the merits of the 
horse." The great match that was run over the 
Knavesmire at York, between Voltigeur and the 
Flying Dutchman in 1851, and the one run in 1791>, 
between Hambletonian and Diamond over the B. C. 
at Newmarket, show how great was the interest 
taken in matches in those days, and the enormous 
sums betted on the result. Match-making is an 
exciting amusement, and irresistibly seductive to 
many who race for the pleasure of seeing a good 
contest and gauging their ability in apportioning the 
weights. It is the noblest character of the sport 
which formerly noblemen most enjoyed, and I may 
say I was not proof against its allurements, though 
it is not a profitable or wise speculation for httle men 
to indulge in. I made one with Sir Joseph Hawley 
in the spring of 1859, to run Promised Land against 
his horse Musjid in the autumn of the same year, 
two miles at even weights for £2,000 a side, £500 
forfeit, which the astute baronet declined to run, 
preferring to pay forfeit. At Newmarket alone 
there were no less than sixty-six matches made in 
1858, many of which were run for stakes both large 
and small, five or six being fixed to run on the same 
day. 
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But what in comparison is this to the year 1847, 
the Houghton Meeting of which was extended to the 
Monday following ? There were no less than forty- 
six matches made, and twenty-five were run; making 
together with forty races, sixty-five run during the 
meeting, or more than nine races a day. For the 
Cambridgeshire that year thirty-seven started, when 
the Widow beat War Eagle. In those days sixteen 
or twenty horses could be seen running for a £100 
plate. Twelve races a day, eight of which were 
matches, and out of fourteen matches made to be run 
for in one day, six only paid forfeit. We do not see 
anything like this once popular sport now-a-days. 

The Duke of Bedford was a great match-maker, 
or rather Admiral Rous for him ; during the year he 
made twenty-six, eighteen out of which he either 
won or received forfeit. This will show how good 
the Admiral was at estimating the capabilities of 
two horses that had run together ; or which had 
shown public form. But now what a change has 
come over the scene, for at the same place last year 
(1889) there was but a single match run with 
professional jockeys in the saddle, and only one 
where a gentleman jockey rode one of the two 
competitors. There were but four other matches 
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made, and two of these by an admirer of such races, 
the staunchest of staunch supporters of sport — 
Hunting and Kacing — the Duke of Beaufort. 

Out of the gentlemen I have enumerated, that 
were fond of the sport, and liked a jorood match, but 
three of them remain alive at the present time, the 
others having dropped off, one by one, most of them 
at a good old age, like the Admiral himself. 

, Selling Eaces are now all the rage, and handicaps 
over short courses, but we want less of the former, 
and more of the latter only over long courses or at 
least a mile and a half, with men like the father of 
the late Duke of Portland to lead them ; we should 
then soon see a radical change for the better in 
racing, and everything relating to turf matters would 
be benefitted by their introduction. Anything said 
or written of the actions of a great man, after his 
demise, is generally considered interesting and 
eagerly scanned by most readers. However small 
or seemingly unimportant, that the Admiral did 
relating to racing, it cannot be otherwise than well 
to mention as far as space permits. His upright seat 
on horse-back was a study for an artist, which the 
stiffness and width of his necktie greatly assisted, 
giving him more the appearance and military 
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bearing of an officer in one of Her Majesty's crack 
regiments "on a field day," than that of a naval 
commander in the sister service. He usually 
rode steadily to and from the course on his old 
bay horse, which he had had for so many years, 
and kept more for that than for any other pur- 
pose. Except when accompanying Mrs. Eous on 
the course, which was seldom, I never remember 
seeing him in a carriage during a race-meeting at 
Newmarket. 

On the course he used to canter continually to 
and from the saddling-paddock to the *' bushes," 
when the races were being run across "the flat," 
having first scrutinized the condition of the 
candidates for honour, then judging of their 
merits by their running. Before the start he 
would take up his position close to the " bushes," 
where he became like an equestrian statue, silent 
and motionless, with the reins resting on the neck of 
his horse, and the long loop at the end of the handle 
of his whip round his arm left him the free use of 
his hands, for the more steady support of the 
glasses. His eyes, once fixed on the runners, were 
seldom removed, till he had discovered all he wanted 
to see in the running of the different starters. When 
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the races finished at the end of the Beacon Course, 
he usually stood in the Jockey Club, or Top Stand, 
as it is by some called, watching the race intently 
through his glasses: between each he would often 
mount his hack, and look at the horses as they 
emerged from the stables, or see them in action 
cantering to the starting-post. Yes, and often, too, 
he would see them after the contest, that he might 
judge of their condition from the effect of the race. 
On the July, or Eound Course, he practically did 
the same, though there he had no use for his riding 
horse, except in passing to and from the course. 
His manners were not studied but dignified, and being 
naturally of a cheerful disposition, he heartily loved 
^between the races, " to crack a joke," with his lively 
compeers, and often did the same with old trainers 
in " the Bird-cage," or before the Kooms after the 
races were over. Latterly he became very deaf, and 
it was painful to converse with him long at a time, 
but his vivacity never left him, for I saw him not 
long before his death in Burlington Gardens, when 
he was as chatty and cheerful as ever. By no class 
of men is, or was, the Admiral more missed, or his 
death more deeply regretted, than trainers of all 
shades of opinion, and by none of this body so much 
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as those that knew him best. The valuable 
assistance he so often and willingly rendered his 
colleagues is and must be indelibly fixed on their 
memories, for when anything was amiss or thought to 
be so, the cry was always, " Where's the Admiral, 
and what does he say to it?" And often the 
matter was despatched with a word, which otherwise 
might, and probably would, have taken a long time to 
settle. Here may be noted a few of the more 
important doings in the life of the Admiral, 
their excellence and inadvertencies, being thus 
briefly summarised. He was a man : 

** Lofty and sotir to them that loved him not," 

An autocrat who made his will his law, avowedly 
advocating a high-weight scale in handicaps, but 
generally adopting a low one. He was not opposed 
to " sprint " racing, as he thought races should be 
made up to two miles, to suit every description of 
horses. Eunning farther he thought was reviving an 
ancient and barbarous custom. In his book on horse- 
racing, he says, "Short races are detrimental to 
young riders, it encourages them to fight for the 
start, and to ride like chimney-sweeps on donkeys. 
I have never seen," he continues, " worse riding than 
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among the young crack jockeys this Autumn (1866), 
three great races were thrown away by a celebrated 
young jockey, because he could not wait." If he 
had but raised the weights, as he was often coun- 
selled to do, this error would have been avoided, as 
men would have been in the saddle instead of these 
helpless boys. 

He condemned selling-plates that only suited 
gamblers, but took little or no pains to alter the 
conditions under which they were allowed to be 
run, and the evil results are greater now than they 
were in his time, and are still increasing, without 
speedy hope of redress. 

The Admiral had very wisely no idea of sacrificing 
the interest of owners to men with a monomania for 
gambling, but thought, within certain limits, they 
had a perfect right to do with their own property as 
they liked, though it might consist of race-horses. 
He had certainly no sympathy with the Britisli 
public who forestalled owners, and when beat, 
thought themselves aggrieved and loudly complained. 
On this point his words are, "I have hardly ever 
known an instance of gentlemen losing their money 
on the turf, especially those not much on the 
turf, when they did not conceive that they 
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lost their money rather from their roguery of others 
than from their own stupidity. They had always 
much sooner make out the rest of the world to be 
rogues than themselves fools." Forcible language, 
and as applicable to the turf now as it was at the 
time these words were pronounced. He was fond of 
billiards and spent much of his time in playing with 
his friend Prince Batthyany at Newmarket, during 
the meetings, at the Prince's residence at the top of 
the town. But I never heard of his playing for 
money, as the term is used by gamblers. 

In bringing this short account to a close, let me 
say of the Admiral, that as long as I remember him 
at the head of racing affairs, no man during that 
time was looked up to with the same respect, or 
held such sway over his compeers, young or old. 
He dealt off-handed with most cases, perhaps at 
times unwisely, but his power of discernment was as 
great as his love of truth and justice, and his ruling 
was seldom questioned in the most intricate cases, 
and in fairness we may speak of him as Hamlet did 
of Claudius, in the oft-quoted words : 

'< He was a man, take him for all Id all, 
I shall not look upon his like again." 

Peace be with him ! 
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TYPES OF FOEEIGNEES. 

Having, I think, said all that is necessary or interest- 
ing of some of the gentlemen for whom I have 
trained, natives of this country, I may now extend 
my observations to those of another part of the 
globe — America, to wit. History here will be sup- 
plemented by a short explanation of a matter that, 
for the sake of my own reputation, I feel bound to 
notice. It is purely defensive and written without 
animosity, having for its object the elucidation of 
obscurities for the honour of truth and the exposure 
of error. But before entering into this, I may 
remark that a great mistake is generally made by 
foreigners who send their horses to be trained by 
English trainers. They lack confidence and trust, 
and usually send confidential men with the horses, or 
else an old servant that has lived in their employ, 
perhaps a gardener or butler, or sometimes it is a 
gentleman interested in the welfare of his friend, 
whose interests are naturally wrapt up in his own. 
In either case, it never leads to any good for one 
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party or the other, but results in disappointment to 
all connected with the matter. It cannot be other- 
wise. It creates jealousy, and engenders suspicion in 
one party and begets distrust in the other, for who 
would trust or believe in any man who puts no con- 
fidence in what another may say or do? It is 
hypocrisy on the face of it. Calumnious whispers 
and innuendoes always have been, and will stiU con.- 
tinue to be, rife, that are set afloat from sinister 
motives. The trusted friend or servant remarks to 
another of his party, " Our horses are not managed 
on the same scientific principle as they were in 
America or would be elsewhere." "Indeed, very 
diflerently from the way our old master (Mr. So-and- 
So) used to manage his horses," says a third. They 
lose no time in obligingly hinting at such things, and 
they then grow bold and tell their master (the owner) 
on the first favourable opportunity, when he has lost 
his money on a beaten favourite, that no good can 
ever be done under such impracticable management. 
Thus the trusted servant unscrupulously paves the 
way for taking charge of the poor animals, as he 
styles them, and in this manner he becomes a trainer 
and soon ruins himself and his master, too, from 
ignorance and stupidity. We see this part of the 
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drama played here so often that we behind the scenes 
are well acquainted with the workings of the 
dramatists and principal actors in the serio-comedy 
that is every day played before us, with such regret- 
table effects, so that adepts of any nation in such 
arts will scarcely be able to deceive the most 
innocent, for, like murder, it will out and bring with 
it all its attending disasters and failures. 

How are such people to be satisfied ? one may ask. 
If you do not train their horses as they wish, and 
make them look as fat as bullocks, you are supposed 
to have neglected them in more ways than one ; if 
you do, and they get beaten, which is but a natural 
consequence, your system of management is pro- 
nounced defective ; you are incapable or wdlfuUy 
corrupt, and another trainer is soon found and 
the horses are removed at a moment's notice, for fear 
of their being ruined by vindictiveness. However 
highly drawn such statements may by some be 
thought to be, they are but facts, and facts that no 
honest man of any experience and common sense 
can dispute, or one that has the courage of his 
convictions should refrain from openly asserting. 
It will be better for all parT:ies in the long run that 
such underhand dealings should be held up to public 
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scorn and ridicule. I will not enlarge on what is 
too palpably clear to be unseen, misunderstood, or 
to be long treated with indifference by any and all 
that wish to succeed on the turf. But I may say, 
let those that without reason harbour such un- 
generous sentiments beware, for "suspicion always 
haunts the guilty mind," and these are the men 
"whose own hard dealing teaches them to suspect 
the thoughts of others." But many of the American 
trainers we have seen here have not been good 
examples or strict disciplinarians of great ability 
worthy of our imitation, and horses under the control 
of English trainers have run quite as well as they 
had previously done in the hands of the Americans. 

Though much fault has too often been found by 
foreigners with our mode of doing anything, I think 
they find it easier to condemn the faults of others 
than mend the like in themselves. Man is but fallible 
in one part of the world as well as in another, and 
too much should not be expected of him in any 
quarter of the globe, whether English or 
foreign. 

""WTioever thinks a faultless piece to see, 
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor e'er shall be." 

It is SO in training and every other occupation in life, 
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and we are told that it is not wise to expect too 
much. 

" Avoid extremes, and shun the fault of such, 
Who still are pleas'd too little or too much. 
At ev'ry trifle soom to take offence, 
That always shows great pride or little sense." 

The Americans are too punctilious in having their 
own ideas carried out to the letter in the manner in 
which you train your horses. Of the building in 
which they are kept they will say that the drainage is 
bad ; the ventilation not sufficient or else too much, 
and that it is draughty. The aspect is too northerly and 
cold, or inclined to the east, which always engenders 
illness. West winds are too boisterous, and southerly 
ones too hot. By some, dark stables are advocated, 
particularly if yours happen to be well lighted with 
large windows. Descending in the scale of complaint, 
or going from " the sublime to the ridiculous," many 
grumble even at the use of iron forks or prongs. 
'* These," say they, " are always dangerous," and no 
trainer in America, of any note, would be so careless 
of his own reputation as to use one. They always 
use forks made of wood, and so there can be no 
damage done to horses from the carelessness of the 
boys who use them — ^a farce as great as any that can 
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be possibly imagined. I have had the management 
of hundreds and hundreds of horses for years and 
years, and others have had thousands and thousands 
under their care, and I never saw an accident, nor do 
1 suppose any hving trainer has seen such an unlikely 
event in England. If such implements are dangerous 
in America, it is from inattention of the trainers to 
their business and the carelessness of those who use 
these forks, and not the danger of the forks them- 
selves, when used in skilful hands. Again, they say 
the horses are fed at improper times, exercised too 
early or too late in the morning, besides a host of 
other mistakes that are made in their training. The 
wonder to Americans is not that their horses in the 
liands of English trainers are often beat, but that 
they ever win. These are the kind of complaints, 
besides others even still more ludicrous, that I have 
myself heard made by Americans against the system 
of training as pursued in this country. That 
American trainers do more work with their horses 
when here than is done with our own horses in the 
hands of home trainers there can be no doubt. In 
all this may plainly be seen the weakness of dis- 
satisfied and suspicious minds ; yet men that harbour 

such ideas can never be entirely free from the defects 

15 
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they seemingly see and deplore in others. On the 
best authority we are told, and I for one verily 
believe, " it is seldom that the great or wdse suspect 
that they are despised or cheated." It is only men 
of httle minds, not capable of rightly judging things 
themselves, who rely on the opinion of others — men 
that praise or condemn at the instance of interested 
and despicable men. 

Now let me, with due respect, say a word or two 
about Mr. Bathgate, who had the management of 
Mr. Keene's horses whilst with me. There can be 
no doubt he was a strict disciplinarian, whose 
countenance was as frigid and manners as stern as 
Gate's, that would have done honour to the greatest 
of teachers, for which he was, and is to be, much 
admired. Though even such a virtue may be carried 
too far, and " revolt from true birth, stumbling on 
abuse." " It's a sorrowful heart that never rejoices," 
then why should " a man, whose blood is warm 
within, sit, like his grandsire, cut in alabaster?" 
The wisest of men have told us there is time for 
all things. Nestor laughed, Orpheus played, and 
Patience sat smiling on a monument. Then surely 
it is not unbecoming the most serious, occasionally, 
to indulge in a little harmless mirth on festive 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TYPES OF FOREIGNERS, 227 

occasions, which come but seldom to any of us. 

"Man," says the immortal Bard, "that has no 

music in himself, nor is not mov'd with concord 

of sweet sounds, is fit for treasons, stratagems and 

spoils — let no such man be trusted." 

I may ask, and I think others would like to know, 

if Mr. Bathgate's knowledge of training was sufficient 

to enable him to properly train horses, why did he 

not do so ? or entrust Mr. Keene's horses to some 

person unknown to fame, in such capacity, who 

would literally follow the rules and regulations laid 

down for his guidance by his astute employer, rather 

than send them to an experienced person, and then 

to interfere and hamper him in the fulfilment of his 

duties to the injury of all ? I may not have been so 

exact in a few small matters of detail as Mr. Bathgate 

may have liked to see me, I admit, thinking many 

little things unnecessary and of no value, as I look 

rather to the main chance, preferring the substance 

to the shadow, believing, as of old, " the world is still 

deceived with ornament." The best proof that can 

be given that the horses were not neglected in the 

way it has been represented is to be found in the 

Book Calendar. That Mr. Bathgate, whilst here, so 

far as I know, and I have good reasons to believe, 

15* 
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conducted himself as a gentleman, I never have 
denied. Whatever he may have said or was said by 
others of me, I have his approval of all that I did ; 
he assured me of it before he left England for America 
in 1881, and expressed his entire satisfaction with 
what had been done with the horses in his absence 
on his return in 1882. Moreover the numerous 
letters he has written to me have been couched in 
the same friendly strain. An extract from one out 
of many I here insert : — 

"FORDHAM, NEW YORK." 

The first part of this letter, dated March 11th, 
1886, is of no public interest, speaking of things in 
general in New York, which he continues to the end 
thus : — 

" There is quite an increasing interest in racing 
here, and as the distances are very much decreased I 
think an importation of English performers would be 
a great success, and wish you could induce your 
friends to equip you with some speedy ones, and 
teach the Yankees how to handicap ; they are entirely 
at sea on that point. You would make a fortune 
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here. Please remember me to all members of your 
family. 

"Yours truly, 

" Charles W. Bathgate." 

In doing this I think I shall not be committing a 
breach of faith, etiquette, or honesty, and that he 
himself will be as pleased to see the extract as I am 
to publish it. Now, I ask, is this the letter a man 
would write to a person he is displeased with ? Here 
he is found, a correspondent, interesting himself in 
the welfare of his friend, and suggesting that under 
my supervision a few horses should be sent over ta 
America, where they would be a success, as the 
Yankees (his own words) are not up to their business,, 
and he concludes by desiring to be remembered ta 
my family. All I can say is, if he has spoken 
disrespectfully of me, as he has been represented to 
have done, his sentiments are shown by letter to be 
very different. A man that circulates or publishes 
a libel is as much guilty of a serious offence as the 
man who makes it. There is no one, in his right 
senses, can be so ignorant of the difference between 
right and wrong as not to know the truth of such an 
assertion, and that slanders increase in malignity the 
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oftener they are repeated may be learnt by those 
who read the following lines of Pope : — 

** The flying rnmoars gaiher'd as they roll'd, 
Scarce any tale was sooner heard than told ; 
And all who told it added something' new. 
And all who heard it made enlargements too ; 
In ev*ry ear it spread, on every tongne it grew. 
Thus flying east and west, and north and south, 
News travell'd with increase from mouth to mouth." 

Then why should people listen to the tittle-tattle of 
every little nobody, and ungenerously condescend to 
circulate gross and scandalous accusations ? 

But here for a short time let us leave it and 
return to the training of American horses. An 
example, and a striking one, of this we have in Mr. 
Ten-Broeck as a training owner, who galloped 
his horses two and three miles wrapped in heavy 
clothing in the hottest weather, when they may have 
had but to run one mile, and often twice a day.* 
Again, amongst professional trainers, Mr. Pincus 
followed the same plan, so I suppose we may assume 
the system is general in America. Iroquois was 
beat at Newmarket one day and sweated and 
galloped the next, and then brought out to run 

♦ Whether this was done at the wish or against Mr. Prior^s, the 
American trainer's, advice, I have no knowledge, but probably he 
may have agreed with such a practice. 
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again a day or two after, but he did not win ; nor 
did anyone that saw the work he did, except the 
trainer, ever expect he would, a preparation I 
venture to say the most severe that in the memory 
of man was ever seen given to any other horse in 
England. This system we are told by the " cute " 
trainers of America, if we don't follow, we don't 
know our business, and in the truth of which their 
employers believe, but many men that train here are 
condemned for doing too much work with their 
horses, whilst the Americans themselves are praised 
for doing more. 

Towards the end of the year 1881 it was suggested 
to me that the man (Hatcher) who weighed Sst. 51b. 
was too heavy for a three-year-old to carry at that 
time of the year, though then nearly four, during his 
work at exercise, to which I replied, " It is far better 
to have a man riding who can manage the horse, 
than put a boy in the saddle at 6st. that knows 
nothing of the pace the horse is going at, and who 
can neither turn nor stop him." Had this idea been 
carried out the horse would, probably, the first time 
he galloped, have run away with the boy and ruined 
himself, and perhaps killed his rider ; and I should 
have been censured for putting up a light and 
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incapable lad. The next proposition emanating from 
the same source was in strict keeping with the rest 
of their ideas, that he (Foxhall) was not galloped 
fast enough, but I said then, and I think now, 
that he was, and if the pace had been increased, as 
desired, it would have been injurious to him, the 
truth of which was amply verified by his running a 
few weeks later at Newmarket. But it shows how 
fond the Americans are of working their horses. 

These and such like suggestions should not be 
made to a trainer, although they frequently are, as 
it is not always that the trainer has the moral 
courage to act independently in the face of 
instructions of which he disapproves, and then the 
management is interfered with and the owner is the 
one to suffer. 

Let us now for a moment direct our attention to 
Girofl^, another case in point, but of a different 
character. This mare, though supposed to be 
trained by me, was virtually managed by Walton, 
the American himself. He, or rather his man, who 
came with her, had the training of her, as he saw 
the work she did as often as it was possible for him 
to be there. A day or two after she arrived at Park 
House (Shipton) before having had a gallop of any 
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sort, Walton said she looked too light, and asked the 
lad who had the care of her how he accounted for 
it (this was said in my presence), to which he replied : 
" She sweated a good deal in the van that she came 
m, and at times on crossing the water." He, then, 
as he had done before, repeated that she was a mare 
that required no work to enable her to run two miles 
and a quarter, as a gallop now and then of half the 
distance, besides cantering about half or three- 
quarters of a mile daily was all that she required, 
and he called on his lad to corroborate the fact, 
which he did in the most emphatic way, and added 
he thought he certainly never saw her so light in 
America as she was now ; not even when she had won 
her best races, which drew from Walton another 
hope that I would not over-do her with work. Ac- 
cordingly the mare was exercised, I won't say trained, 
in this fashion, for she never galloped the whole 
distance any one day before she arrived at New- 
market, nor then, except in the race. I begged of 
Walton to let me train her properlj'-. I told him 
over and over again that it was impossible for her to 
win, unless she was treated differently, for I never saw 
one yet that could win trained in such a way, and felt 
sure that she would be no exception to the general 
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rule, but he remained inexorable, and refused to have 
her trained in any other way. I then after the race 
made him take the mare away from my stables with 
the rest of his horses ; for keep and expenses of which 
I have never been paid to this day. At Epsom, 
where the mare was afterwards trained, be- 
cause the Jockey Club refused to let his horses 
be trained at Newmarket, if training reports 
are to be credited, she did even less work 
there than she did with me. Yet she ran no 
better, never having won, nor was she placed in 
a race. 

It may suit some owners, as I have shown, to insist 
on having their horses trained in a fashion similar to 
what I have described from secret and interested 
motives, or palpable stupidity, but from whatever 
cause the effect is the same. Who has to bear the 
brunt of public dissatisfaction but the trainers ? 
Whilst the owner, the real cause of the blunder, 
receives the sympathy of his friends, and condolences 
meet him on every side at the disappointment he has 
met with. Such is public opinion, and such is 
racing, in showing how one owner expects you to 
train his' horses, and another employer expects his 
horses to be trained diametrically opposite ; yet both 
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think they are right. I have dwelt on the subject, 
because, I think, if owners knew how baneful to their 
own interests is the espionage, and the dictatorial 
manner of their agents, they would rather leave the 
management to those that have the care of their 
horses, whether English, Americans, or men of 
any other nationality, than continue a plan that must 
act so prejudicially to themselves and all concerned. 
I am not speaking interestedly, as it is not likely I 
shall train horses much longer, and still less probable 
that I shall have horses sent me to take charge of 
from the other side of the Atlantic on the terms I 
have specified, and it is quite certain that I would 
take them on no other. I strongly recommend 
English trainers to do the same. I do not advise 
foreigners to send their horses to every one who 
styles himself a trainer ; for like other professors 
there are many that know but little of the subject 
they are supposed to understand, and others abso- 
lutely know nothing that your own groom doesn't 
know better. But, if sent to respectable men of 
standing and honesty, of which there are many, you 
may be well assured he could and would do for his own 
countrymen or foreigners, who intrusted the care of 
their horses to him, more than he could if his hands 
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were tied, being bound and fettered by orders, in- 
structions, and suggestions from people that literally 
know nothing of the business whatever. 

We have seen the plan that Mr. Ten-Broeck 
adopted, and need not again refer to its singular 
failure, and we have witnessed the collapse of other 
training owners much after the same miserable 
fashion. As to jockeys, it may fairly be said this was 
the first gentleman who introduced the ruinous 
practice of giving large presents to his jockeys, 
which soon spoiled them, did himself no good, and 
discredited the turf by such an unadvisable innova- 
tion. He was looked on as a modern Croesus, and as 
prodigal with his money as Timon of Athens. The 
thousands and thousands of pounds he gave to 
Fordham for riding at different times seems positively 
incredible. 

" The ostentatious liberalit)^ which scatters bounty 
but confers no benefits, and buys flattery but not 
friendship, is much to be condemned." Following the 
pernicious example of the great American millionaire, 
as Mr. Ten-Broeck was then styled, from that day to 
this other weak-minded and pompous owners have 
imitated, and as effectually have ruined other jockeys 
by giving them large presents for the sake of 
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notoriety, in order to be thought liberal. Again 
we have other foreigners giving enormous salaries a 
year to jockeys to ride about half-a-dozen times, and, 
when fortunate, presenting them with thousands more 
for doing what they had already been paid for ten 
times over. 

To the number of donors of these lavish gifts by 
American owners to their jockeys, we may add one 
more, the redoubtable Walton, "who out-Heroded 
Herod " ; for among many other gifts of a like nature 
to jockeys, indiscriminately, his liberaUty was also 
extended to trainers. To the former his accumulated 
gifts must have been many thousands, and to the 
trainers his douceurs were of little less value. On 
one occasion he presented a trainer, to whom prob- 
ably he had never spoken before that day, with a 
£500 note, after winning a little race at Newmarket, 
and to a lad in the stable he gave £100 in one sum. 
Since racing has been racing, there has been no folly 
known to equal these undesirable innovations on an 
English race-course. We have seen the pernicious 
effects of such extravagant gifts to the recipients, as 
well as the penalty the thoughtless and misguided 
donors have had to pay for their own indiscretion. 
To whom but the Americans are we indebted for 
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such regrettable things, and others with more money 
than wit that are still following their mistaken 
example ? Let us hope, for the good of all, we have 
seen an end of such misguided bounty, and that 
a jockey will receive with thanks what a liberal owner 
may now and then think he deserves, a small present. 
Let us now revert to and follow Mr. Keene's 
horses, and see how they were managed and the 
result. On their arrival in England, these horses 
were taken to an eminent trainer at Newmarket, 
where they were, no doubt, well treated and, to a 
certain extent, successful, having, among other races, 
won the Grand Prix de Paris, which some men in 
their life-time may have never succeeded in accom- 
plishing, over which Mr. Keene and his party prob- 
ably won a large stake. To Fordham, his jockey, he 
gave £500 for riding, though, by the way, I never 
heard of his giving Mr. Sherrard, the trainer, any- 
thing, whose services were surely entitled to favour- 
able recognition, for no jockey could have won on a 
horse unprepared. Oh, for the painful frailty and 
inconsistency of man 1 Being defeated at the very 
first race meeting they attended after their well- 
earned victory, they made up their minds at once 
to change their trainer, but retained with over- 
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weening confidence the valued services of their 
jockey. I ask, as a broad rule, not speaking from 
any personal motive, is such conduct to be admired ? 
Is it just or tolerable? Is it not rather detest- 
able, ungenerous, and really disgraceful, meriting 
the scorn and contempt of every honest man? 
Under such treatment a trainer's fair fame is blasted 
in a moment and his reputation is destroyed without 
cause. 

We may now refer to the Ascot Cup of 1882, 
where we see that history literally repeats itself. 
Foxhall, who had only the year before been taken 
out of the hands of a competent and deserving 
trainer, is shortly after this transferred to another, and 
again such treatment is followed by failure. What 
Foxhall did as a race-horse before he came into my 
hands, and after he left me, is a matter of history and 
needs no reference to here ; but it is not generally 
known that when he first arrived at Park House, 
Shipton, he was lame in his hocks, literally dragging 
them after him when he cantered. This Mr. 
Bathgate saw as well as myself, and it was noticed 
by many other people at Cholderton and in the neigh- 
bourhood ; nor was it a secret to trainers and others 
at Newmarket that he was so before he left there. 
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In proof of this, I give the following account. When 
at the post to start for the Grand Duke Michael 
Stakes, a trainer, who had a horse running in the 
race, said to me : "I don't think your horse (mean- 
ing Foxhall) will win, for before you had him he 
could not move his hocks." Yet his recovery from 
such a malady, and winning his first five large races, 
was wiped out of the remembrance of these gentle- 
men on his being beat for the sixth. Even the 
£50,000 Mr. Keene won on him alone in these races 
seems to have been entirely forgotten, and a new 
trainer eagerly sought for at once. I may be wrong 
in my opinion, but I do not for a moment believe 
Mr. Bathgate had anything to do with the removal 
of the horses from my place, whatever else he may 
have said or done respecting myself. This, I think, 
in defence of Mr. Bathgate, I am bound to say. Mr. 
Keene could, of course, only know of me what he 
was told, and this he would most likely get from his 
intimate friend, Mr. Ten-Broeck, and the removal of 
the horses to the stable in which he trained, causes 
me to assume that it was he, and he alone, who in- 
duced Mr. Keene to change his trainer, with what 
effect we all know. I wonder that the jockey had 
not been as openly assailed for laying so far from 
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the leading horse the first day, which some of them 
did not scruple to say, was a great error, that took 
so much out of the animal that he could not act the 
second day, and that, and nothing else, beat him, and 
compared it with other horses that had before been 
similarly ridden with the same disappointing effect 
over a distance of ground, and pointed to the 
races in which Julius, with 50 to 1 on him, was 
beaten by his stable companion, Goraera. Again, 
Fisherman and Marionette were beaten at Stock- 
bridge, following the same tactics by Nimrod, a 
horse that they could each give 211b. more to, 
and this weight Foxhall showed that he could give 
his conqueror from his running in the Cesare- 
witch the year before, and probably would have 
done so again, as he showed himself in form the 
first day, but for the disadvantages it was said, 
under which he ran for the Cup. That laying too 
far out of your ground hurts horses more than if 
they laid up in their places ; this no person, com- 
petent to speak on the subject, I think will be 
found to deny, or that horses seldom get over its evil 
effects. Julius was ruined by such severe exertions, 
and many other horses could be pointed to that have 
been worth nothing as race-horses after such races, 
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and Foxhall,' I suppose, was no exception to this 
general rule ; at any rate, he never won after or 
even ran, except the next day, when he was beaten, 
as before recited, whilst Promised Land, Dulcibella, 
and Joe Miller, in their respective races, won at Good- 
• wood, Newmarket, and Ascot, made strong running 
the whole of the way, yet they were all winners after. 
Dozens of such cases may be cited to prove that 
making running is not so injurious to horses as laying 
too far out of your ground, but let these suffice. 

Now referring shortly to what took place before, 
and soon after, the removal of the horses from New- 
market, and their being located at Cholderton, I may 
say that Mr. Bathgate naturally, on arriving in 
England, sought the advice of some one accustomed 
to racing matters, and how could he have done 
better than by associating himself with a coun- 
tryman of large and varied experience, full of know- 
ledge and all racing lore, such as Mr. Ten-Broeck ? 
I took charge of the horses on the 6th of August, 
1881. Now mark what follows. Before, or imme- 
diately after they left Newmarket, Mr. Bathgate and 
Mr. Sherrard met, whether from accident or appoint- 
ment, I know not, and from sheer good-nature I 
assume the former promised the latter that he 
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should train Foxhall ; for, as he said, he thought he 
had had a good deal of trouble with him, and it was 
only fair he should reap the benefit if the horse was 
ever good enough to win a race again, and perhaps 
he might have thought that he knew the horse's con- 
stitution better, and the way to manage him than I 
or any stranger would, and it was very kind of him, 
and it does credit to his knowledge and forethought. 
However, from some cause or othef , it appears to be 
true; for on the 9th (the Tuesday following), I 
received a telegram from Mr. Bathgate, and a note 
from Mr. Sherrard, for the delivery of Foxhall to his 
man ; to this I demurred, and told the messenger as 
Mr. Bathgate would be here to-mori'ow, then he 
could do as he pleased, but I would not give him up 
then, nor did I. The following morning, Mr. Ten- 
Broeck and Mr. Bathgate came together and saw the 
man who had come for the horse, and requested him 
to wait. A consultation then took place in the inn 
(Park House) as to whether the horse should return 
to Newmarket or not. I was present at the meeting. 
Mr. Bathgate using the same arguments, in the same 
kindly way before mentioned, said, as he thought Mr. 
Sherrard had had all the trouble with the horse, he 
ought still to be allowed to train him. Mr. Ten- 
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Broeck said, " No. K you send one, let them all go 
back. Do you think it is fair to Mr. Day that he 
should only train a set of brutes, and let the only 
one that is good for anything be placed in the hands 
of another person ? " This irresistible argument 
satisfied Mr. Bathgate, and he sent the man back 
with the verbal message, " Tell your master that 
there is some mistake, which, in writing, I will ex- 
plain to him." The next difficulty which arose was 
that Mr. Ten-Broeck, thinking it best in the interest 
of Mr. Keene, no doubt, that all his horses (except 
Foxhall) should be run in the Selling Races, said that, 
in his opinion, not one of the others was worth 
running in anything else. In confirmation of this 
assertion, I give an extract from a letter I received 
from him dated, " 24, Carlton House Terrace. Noon, 
August 6th." 

" The very day the horse arrived I told Mr. Bath- 
gate to put Forge t-me-Not in a Maiden Selling Eace. 
There is also another about the same time with 
allowances that suits Golden Gate. I will recom- 
mend him to run both of them (Wednesday), in fact, 
that is the line— I think all can win Selling Races, 
and are good for nothing else." 

Here he does not even except Foxhall, agreeing 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TYPES OF FOREIGNERS, 245 

with his out-spoken expression of their merits before 
mentioned, in saying they were a set of brutes. It 
is but fair to Mr. Bathgate and myself to say the 
horse Foxhall would never have accepted or been 
left in for either of the two Autumn handicaps, so 
little did Mr. Ten-Broeck think of his merits at the 
time, or run in the Cambridgeshire if he had had the 
power of scratching him, though the latter may have 
been from a diflerent motive. So, at any rate, his 
remarks are consistent one with the other. He went 
on to say that Mr. Keene was very rich, and if he 
could win anything, he would not cease to train 
with me ; but he was very fickle, and when his horses 
were beat, he would be sure to try some one else. 
To the risk of running such horses in Selling Eaces, 
I was totally opposed, though I said nothing till I 
met Mr. Bathgate a few days after alone, who, in 
the meantime, I learnt, had actually put Don Fulano 
in a little Selhng Eace at Nottingham, agreeable 
to his friend's advice, and said he wished him to go 
and run there with Forget-me-Not, as seen by Mr. 
Ten-Broeck's letter to me on the subject. I then 
reasoned with him, and said, *'• We know nothing of 
Don Fulano's form, and are you or Mr. Keene going 
to back him under such circumstances ? " In reply. 
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he said, " Oh no ; we are not going to back him, but 
Mr. Ten-Broeck is ; if he wins, he will buy him back, 
and charge Mr. Keene nothing for it," which clearly 
shows, not only his disinterestedness and willingness, 
but his anxiety to serve his absent friend, even to his 
own loss. " But," I said, " suppose he was beat from 
not getting oflf with the rest of the horses, or any 
other accident? Mr. Keene may lose a valuable 
horse in trying to win a hundred-pound plate." He 
saw the probabiUty and the force of the argument, 
and acted on it, and struck him out ; and, instead of 
running him there, sent Marshal MacDonald and 
Forget-me-Not to Sandown Park, and ran them in 
two Selling Eaces. In the first, the filly did not get 
ofi*, was easily beaten and claimed, and Marshal Mac- 
Donald won easy, and was sold, which clearly proves 
that Forget-me-Not ought to have won, and very 
easy too, for they were both tried together, at even 
weights, before the race at Shipton, and the filly won, 
making her in form about 2st. better than the other, 
and she was really a very smart mare, and much 
too good to have run in a Selling Eace or been 
parted with. Don Fulano, as well as Golden Gate 
and others, might have been lost in the same 
way, in spite of Mr. Ten-Broeck's good inten- 
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tion, but for my opposing their running in races 
of such a description. Had they been lost in 
this way, I should have been accused of neglecting 
my duty, or not knowing my business, and laughed 
at for allowing them to run. But, unfortunately, it 
brought me into antagonism with these gentlemen, 
though I did it in the interest of Mr. Keene, and for 
the sake of my own reputation. How far I was right 
or wrong in opposing their designs, or to what extent 
Mr. Keene would have been benefited by these 
gentlemen if they had followed more closely their 
own ideas, I must leave others to say. 

Mr. Bathgate was very pleased at winning at 
Sandown Park, and said the horses were " showing 
up well ; and he should tell Mr. Keene they never 
went or looked so well as they did then." I mention 
this fact here, for it has been said before, and re- 
peated to me on good authority, that Mr. Bathgate 
should say in America that I had neglected their 
preparation, which, later on, I shall take an opportu- 
nity of referring to again, as I have by his own letters 
shown if he said so he must have forgotten what he 
had written. That Mr. Bathgate was reticence itself, 
and knew the golden value of silence, no one that 
has conversed with him will deny ; that he kept his 
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own and Mr. Keene's secrets faithfully is also certain, 
as was shown by the quiet way he removed the 
horses from Newmarket, for no one there or anywhere 
else appeared to have had an idea that he was about 
to do so till I arrived with an order for their deUvery. 
Hence the painful annoyance, surprise, and delay 
that occurred on their being given up. Even to me 
he seldom said where he was going to enter the 
torses, or in what races he intended to run them till 
a few days before leaving home, and to Mr. Ten-Broeck 
he was equally reticent, as appears from that gentle- 
man's letters, yet he always expected to find the 
horses fit under any circumstances. He thought, no 
doubt, as he used to say, they were always kept well 
" strung up," and as fit to run two miles as they were 
one. Here to some may seem a little difficulty, but 
it is the opinion that many Englishmen hold which 
qualifies the seeming anomaly. I most sincerely 
beheve that Mr. Bathgate was actuated by the purest 
motives, and too anxious to do any and everything in 
the most honest way for Mr. Keene's welfare, and 
studied his interests more than his own. But some 
will say, was it wise of him in the interest of Mr. 
Keene to deceive or keep me in the dark, which was 
pretty much the same thing, as to when and where 
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he would run his horses till the last minute, or in 
any matter scarcely even to consult me ? Again some 
people have said a great mistake was made in the 
selection of his commissioner. I have heard from 
various quarters that there never were a lot of horses 
so cruelly mismanaged from the first time they ran 
at Sandown Park till they left me the year following, 
which is a reflection on my conduct. 

To explain all that was done, and repeat all that 
has been said in every case, would be too tedious, 
therefore a general but brief survey must suffice to 
set this matter in its proper light. In vindicating 
my own conduct I may here say in the first place I 
begged of Mr. Bathgate to get a trial horse, and even 
selected one, for the purpose of trying Foxhall, which 
Mr. Keene would not agree to purchase, at least this 
was the reason Mr. Bathgate gave me for not doing 
so. Had this been done, and Foxhall and Don 
Fulano's respective merits been ascertained, the 
former two miles and a quarter, and Don Fulano one 
mile and a quarter (the Grand Duke Michael Stakes 
course), which was nothing but business, Mr. Keene 
might have won £10,000 on him over it, and £70,000 
or £80,000 over the Cesarewitch on Foxhall, and at a 
good price too, as the horse would not have run iu 
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public, and been exposed before then ; and double the 
amount might have been won on him for the Cam- 
bridgeshire without exaggeration, for, with 9st. on 
him few would have backed him beside the stable, 
Don Fulano would have remained favourite till the 
last on public form, as the winner of the Grand Duke 
Michael Stakes in a canter. But Mr. Bathgate 
insisted that they should both run, the sad result 
of which we all know. With different tactics, 
Mr. Keene might, and most likely would, have won 
over £200,000 on the three races. As it was, 
nothing was won on the first race by Mr. Keene, 
Mr. Bathgate, or myself, as I have before noticed, 
and £4,000 was all that Mr. Keene won on him for 
the second, the rest of us only a " bagatelle," for we 
knew nothing of his merits over that course, and 
though we won more on him for the last race, it was 
only Mr. Keene that could afford to put down £4,000, 
all his former winnings, on him for the Cambridgeshire, 
and then he was compelled to take half the proper 
odds, and the rest of us the same, tlirough choosing 
an improper commissioner, a man that could not be 
relied on for doing his best for his employers, as will 
hereafter be seen. At least such is my opinion, though 
I believe Mr. Bathgate might, and no doubt did. 
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think differently. This was not the only mistake 
made, as it appeared to many, for these memorable 
facts are notorious, and are of such vast interest, I 
give one or two of them in detail. 

Seeing that Don Fulano ran so well in the Grand 
Duke Michael Stakes, notwithstanding that he was 
sacrificed in making running for his stable-com- 
panion, when he beat Ishmael and Maskelyn in a 
canter, no mean opponents, and hoping to get the 
best odds for Mr. Keene and themselves, they 
thought by this secret stroke of diplomacy to 
realise their cherished object, wishing me, I suppose, 
to be ignorant of the knowledge till I applauded the 
event. There is no doubt Mr. Ten-Broeck, with his 
usual acumen and general foresight, thought Don 
Fulano would win the Cambridgeshire. Mr. Bath- 
gate was equally sanguine of success, and they 
commenced backing him immediately after his race 
for the Grand Duke Michael Stakes, not in unison 
but separately, each on his own account. This state 
of things continued, and the horse became a better 
favourite, in fact headed the list of quotations, and 
was perhaps backed for more money up to that time 
than any other horse in the race. This, knowing 
nothing of what they were doing, so astonished me 
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that on the Monday after the Cesarewitch I went 
early in the mornmg and saw Mr. Bathgate in 
London at the Langham Hotel, and after saying the 
horses were well in health, I added, with surprise, 
" I can't think who it is that keeps on backing Don 
Fulano for so much money ? " To which, with some 
warmth, he hastily replied, "Why? We are," 
meaning, I suppose, Mr. Brewer for Mr. Keene and 
himself; Mr. Ten-Broeck may have been acting 
independently in backing him. "Why," I said, 
" you know, Mr. Bathgate, as well as I do, that he 
has done no work, being at Newmarket nearly all 
the week and has not had anywhere else one single 
gallop during that time," nor did he have one after 
the Cesarewitch was run, on account of his leg, and 
therefore he could not be even got half fit to run. 
The force of such an argument he totally ignored, 
and pooh-poohed the idea, and did not seem to 
realise its weight, and replied curtly and hastily, " His 
leg will never hurt him," which was, no doubt, his 
definitely-formed opinion, and sufficiently explained 
the whole matter, and warranted the great anxiety he 
evinced when backing him for so much money, 
fearing he may not have been able to execute the 
whole of the commission. The fact of his doing no 
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work many would think was an advantage, and so 
again accounted for Mr. Bathgate attaching no 
importance to such a trivial matter, or the value of 
any opinion but his own. After a few minutes of re- 
flection for the first time, he asked anxiously, " Well, 
what do you think will win, and what would you do 
in the matter ? " I said I should back Foxhall, and 
was immediately met with the reply, " What chance 
has he, a three-year-old, with nine stone on him, do 
you think ? " Here, again, will be readily seen the 
wisdom of his reply, for who, indeed, but the most 
sanguine and infatuated of men would have thought 
with such a weight on him to have had any chance ? 
Still, I ventured to say, "A very good one.'* 
" How ? " was his reply, sarcastically spoken. " If you 
take public running," I answered, " for your guide, 
as well as private trials, he must beat Don Fulano. 
If you remember, you saw him give Don Fulano six 
pounds in the Grand Duke Michael, and at least a 
stone beating that was palpable to everyone when not 
being extended, which makes it more than probable 
he might have given him seven or ten pounds more 
if he had been ridden out, thus verifying the trial to 
a nicety. Therefore, whatever chance Don Fulano 
may have of winning with seven stone on him 
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Foxhall has a better chance carrying nine stone, 
and one is at 12 to 1, and the other at 40 to 1, whilst 
the latter is fit, and the other positively unfit." All 
this scarcely seemed to satisfy him, for he inquired, 
doubtfully, " Will you back him (Foxhall) ? " " Yes, 
certainly," I said, " and please put me on him £150." 
This seemed to have more weight with him than aU 
the arguments I had used before. There was no 
doubt till then it was decided not to run him from 
fear that he might get beaten, and the consequences 
that would have followed such a disastrous event. I 
was never told until the Friday before the race which 
of the two horses would run, or whether either or both 
would be absentees for the memorable race. But it is 
a fact that can now be clearly seen that, unless I had 
gone to London in order to inquire who was backing 
Don Fulano for so much money, he alone would have 
run, and Foxhall would have been kept in the 
stable. Yet another thought dawned on Mr. Bath- 
gate's mind, and very wisely too, for he said with 
much earnestness, " What will become of all the 
money that we have already on Don Fulano?" 
showing nothing escaped his imaginative powers, the 
fertility of his resources or the wisdom of applying 
his knowledge to difficult cases ; a question so 
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important, and beset with complications I thought so 
great, that I candidly confessed my inability to deal 
with it, and left the intricate problem unsolved for the 
consideration of his mature mind. Whatever could 
have induced these two astute and experienced 
gentlemen to lose sight of the trial in which they 
both saw Foxhall give Don Fulano seven pounds, and 
no one could say how much more he could have given 
him, probably 21 pounds, or even more, which was 
actually confirmed the next week in public, is, and 
always has been to me, one of the most extraordinary 
and puzzling incidents that ever occurred to any 
racing individual, and was only equalled in foolishness 
by backing a cripple, and the worst horse of the two, 
without the semblance of a reason for doing so. 
Everything warned them against doing such a ridicu- 
lous, fatal, and suicidal act for themselves and their 
friends, but all I could say could not convince him of 
the error they had committed. Moreover, two 
veterinary surgeons were called in on Thursday before 
the race for the Cambridgeshire to examine and report 
on the state of Don Fulano's legs ; their opinions in 
every way agreed with what I had long before told 
Mr. Bathgate that he was irrecoverably broken down, 
and would not be able to go to Newmarket in conse- 
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quence. Yet, in spite of my opinion, and also the 
opinion of a veterinary surgeon given weeks before 
the Cambridgeshire was run to the same eflect, Mr. 
Bathgate went and backed him unknovm to me for a 
large sum of money, a shilling of which was never 
" hedged," as any one acquainted with betting tactics 
would know would be the case. What took place 
at the interview Mr. Bathgate had with Mr. Brewer the 
same afternoon (the Monday week before the race), I 
had no means of knowing more than that the result 
was, I af tewards learnt, most unsatisfactory, as might 
have been expected, though not through anything Mr. 
Bathgate said or did. No. No one will believe in the 
crudeness of such a notion after what has been said on 
the subject. On the Friday before the race he came 
to Cholderton, and said my money was on Foxhall, 
then at 16 to 1, and no doubt he thought so (though 
I only had 10 to 1 or even less), and that no money 
was saved about Don Fulano, then at a long price. 

These are some of the known facts that people will 
persist in saying proved that the horses were mis- 
managed, and many more such mistakes they per- 
sistently assert could be named, in fact they have 
pointed them out, but, as I have before said, I can only 
refer to a few, and these alone will enable my readers 
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and interested parties, like Mr. Keene and his advisers, 
to judge of the harm of such actions, and to whom 
they may be attributed. 

In selecting Mr. Brewer as his commissioner, Mr. 
Bathgate was no doubt greatly influenced by his 
own countryman (Mr. Walton) employing him for 
betting purposes, who, in fact, was his sole commis- 
sion agent, counsellor, and friend, therefore Mr. 
Bathgate would naturally follow the example of his 
friend. Mr. Ten-Broeck profiered his services, and 
would have executed the commission readily, and 
made no charge for it, and probably done it as well for 
this race as he did in the Cesarewitch, giving us all 
23 to 1, notwithstanding the horse started at 4 to 1, 
the price that Mr. Brewer would have given us in 
such a case, less the commission — 5 per cent., or, in 
other words, a little over 7 to 2, the average price of 
the money as here shown being 23 to 1. Further 
comment is useless. Mr. Ten-Broeck was said to be 
a loser over the race,-for he had unfortunately backed 
Don Fulano, as I have before mentioned, and perhaps 
whilst doing so naturally may with his private know- 
ledge have laid against Foxhall at long odds, thinking 
he would not start, or he would not have been so 

€xtremely anxious about the matter, and so often 

17 
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begged me to persuade Mr. Bathgate not to let him 
run.^ Men are not always so extremely anxious 
about the prosperity of others as all this, and 
generally at the bottom of such earnestness there is 
something of self lurking in the background, but here 
he may have treated the idea with scorn, protesting 
to have only Mr. Keene's interest at heart. His 
amusing letter below will throw some light on this 
interesting part of the subject. It is a fine specimen 
of caligraphy, which from its boldness and peculiar 
character defies imitation. I give a fac-simile copy 
to show his bona-fides for the satisfaction of Mr. 
Keene, and all connected with the management of 
Foxhall, as well as the pleasure it will afibrd Mr. 
Ten-Broeck of seeing his autograph letter in print ; 
and I most sincerely hope my readers will be in- 
terested in perusing it. 
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The above was written after the Oesarewitch, and 
bears the post-mark October 17th, 1881. Before 
the acceptances, Mr. Ten-Broeck writes, of which 
the following is also a fac-simile copy : 

fh-'f^ • 4-^ i^\ aA. 

]^^ Lilt Lh^ ^ "^^HiL 
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I may, in the first letter, say by way of illustra- 
tion that Mr. B. means Mr. Bathgate, the high 
weight, Foxhall, and light weight, Don Fulano. 
Mr. Ten-Broeck wanted no more trying, as he was 
satisfied that Foxhall was only a moderate horse 
" badly in " and had no chance with Don Fulano. 
Mr. Ten-Broeck wanted me to persuade Mr. Bath- 
gate not to run Foxhall for the Cambridgeshire, for 
which he gave the above reason, and that " if beat 
I should get all the blame." The reason he was not 
struck out after winning the Cesarewitch, Mr. Ten- 
Broeck says, was that "we should get a better 
price." About which? Why, Don Fulano, for he 
continues to say, " though high weight (Foxhall) I 
think has no chance." I have thought it necessary 
to make these few additional remarks as to what 
Mr. Ten-Broeck said and thought of Mr. Keene's 
horses generally, but more particularly, as I have 
before mentioned, as to Foxhall and Don Fulano, 
which shows that I have neither exaggerated nor 
misrepresented anything I have said concerning Mr. 
Ten-Broeck and the horses or their management. 

No doubt the greatest winner over the race was 
Mr. Brewer himself, for supposing, which is not a 
stretch of imagination, that besides the £40,000 he 
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would stand on Foxhall to nothing, by giving Mr. 
Keene half the odds he took, would most likely have 
a " monkey " on him at 20 to 1, which would 
augment his winnings by another £10,000, which 
was probably further increased some thousands by 
the assistance of Don Fulano, and I suppose his 
satellites won half as much. It is therefore not 
difficult to see into whose hands the money went that 
should have come to Mr. Keene, his friends, and the 
stable, and have proved the bookmakers had spoken 
the truth in saying they lost over the race. 

To digress for a moment. These revelations added 
to those given before, when one bookmaker offers 
12 to 1 against a certain horse, which he positively 
avers is a fair price that is taken freely, and you can 
obtain no more in the " ring," and the next minute 
another bookmaker, against the same horse, offers you 
1,000 to 30 ! What can be advanced in favour of 
such a system of betting ? Who cannot but wonder 
that such an unfair practice is allowed to exist by the 
authorities when they have the remedy in their own 
hands by simply using the pari-mutuel ? If betting 
men act, as we too well know they do, in collusion 
with spies, and with the aid of the telegraph, which 
gives them such enormous advantages over the 
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owners of horses, what is to become of them or 
racmg? Who would support a practice that can 
only result in enriching the bookmakers at the 
expense of owners of horses and the ruin of sport ? 
Betting men are surely making a rod for their own 
backs, for in the long run it must recoil on them- 
selves and speculation be carried on in other ways, 
in which they will not participate. No, John Bull 
will soon follow Brother Jonathan and Mossoo, and 
get tired of such one-sided affairs and seek other and 
better methods of investing their money on horses, 
rather than be systematically victimised by the 
unfair price such men lay you as at present. We 
know the pari-mutuel (or, as the Australians call it, 
the totalizator) will prevent this, and besides put 
an end to illegal betting, which is a disgrace to the 
authorities, that they allow the practice to continue 
openly and without remonstrance. Let these 
instruments that are now used abroad so successfully 
to the. exclusion of all betting men be but once in 
force, and there will be no more fleecing owners, the 
stay and support of racing, for the benefit of a class 
that do more injury to racing than any other body of 
men, and that in a variety of ways which need not be 
discussed. But I may say the Babel of tongues 
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would be suppressed, the public would be unsolicited 
to make bets, and backers could invest their money 
without shouting half over the " ring " the name of 
the horse and the sum they want to back him for. 
The racecourse and racing would be a scene of 
delight, the uproarious noise in the stand and its 
environs would be hushed, and where anarchy and 
confusion now reign supreme all would be quiet and 
peaceable enjoyment. Law and order would be 
upheld, and racing, in many ways, one only of which 
it is necessary to here specify, would be greatly 
benefitted by such a judicious enactment. 

The earnings of the pari-mutuel^ by which the 
funds of the race meetings would be benefitted, only 
in this one case of Mr. Keene and his commissioner, 
would have been about £4,500, less the expense of 
working the machine. What then, one may ask, would 
have been the enormous amount of the whole sum 
betted on that one race, by thousands and thousands 
of investors of large and small amounts, had it passed 
through the pari-mutuel ? and what would have been 
the profit to the race meeting at which it was 
worked ? is a question that the authorities will not 
much longer be able to ignore. But such a sum, 
vast as it is, forms but a small part of an enormous 
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whole ; when at Newmarket alone there are seven 
meetings a year, and about 250 or 300 races, and 
much about the same at Kempton and Sandown 
Park, run annually. Yet, when compared with 
other race meetings, held from March to November, 
the above represents but an infinitesimal part of the 
number of races run for in Great Britain annually. 
The tens of thousands of pounds that are now paid 
yearly to bookmakers by betting, and the whole 
army whose names are Legion, of makers of place 
books, commission agents, welshers, and, indirectly, to 
ticket snatchers, would no longer be spent among 
them, but find its way into the pockets of racing 
officials and go to support racing. Owners of horses 
and all backers would reap the advantage of the 
change, in the above and such-like overwhelming 
benefits that must accrue from its use, to every 
individual who races ; and the support of racing in its 
highest form may truly be looked for, and I fear can- 
not be done, in any other way. Do not let anyone 
suppose that in paying five per cent., on his winnings 
that it is a tax he is free from now. It is not so, 
for most commission agents now deduct that 
sum from all winnings of the commissions they 
execute, and the short odds that you are compelled 
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to take of bookmakers double and treble that 
amount. 

I therefore hope to see the pari-mutuel in use on 
every racecourse in Great Britain and Ireland, the 
necessity of which I trust and think the Clerks of the 
Courses, and all managers of race meetings will 
allow. It would be a good thing if some sporting 
Member of Parliament would note the advantages it 
would bring, and the absolute necessity of its 
introduction on all racecourses for the protection 
of many men who are now shamefully ill-treated and 
victimised by the present system of betting. It is to 
be hoped that some such sporting M.P. will 
introduce a bill in Parliament for the compulsory 
use of the pari-mutuel at all race meetings. I could 
give many other reasons in support of its usefulness, 
though none of any importance that can be urged 
against it. But I must refrain from further com- 
ment on this important subject and return to the 
matter I was considering before. 

Eobert the Devil had brought Brewer somewhat 
into notice before the race, but after the Cambridge- 
shire he was " the observed of all observers." These 
gentlemen (Brewer and his friends) hailed the result 
with the most enthusiastic delight, as well they might, 
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but it was not so with the Americans, for I don't re- 
member that Mr. Ten-Broeck ever spoke to me about 
the race, and though Mr. Bathgate seemed pleased 
rather than otherwise, there was no real expression of 
sincere delight. He looked upon it as a matter of 
little importance rather than as a great victory and 
cause of rejoicing ; but among the public generally 
who are enthusiastic admirers of a good horse the 
delight was unbounded. Mr. Keene himself, we hear, 
received with emotionless indifference the news of the 
autumnal victories amid the wild and unprecedented 
excitement, not only of his friends, but the whole 
racing community of his fellow countrymen at New 
York. He alone stood unmoved at such matchless 
deeds of triumph. This side of the water, I venture 
to say that no expression of opinion was given by 
Mr. Keene on the happy events that followed each 
other in rapid succession, and as no honorarium was 
given, except to the jockey and the stable boys, it 
may be inferred he was rather displeased than other- 
wise, or at least only moderately satisfied at not 
winning over £40,000 on a single event, which ought 
to have been double, or he may have been indignant 
and his feelings irritated at the closeness of the 
result. But as no direct blame was attached to any- 
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one who had the care of the horse or to the jockey 
that rode him, they perhaps received more satisfac- 
tion from their inward monitor, " whose bosom's lord 
sits lightly on his throne,** than from any praise that 
Mr. Keene might have generously lavished on those 
he employed. This stolid indifference is peculiar to 
our American friends, for I remember seeing Mr. 
Ten-Broeck once run a horse for an important match 
at Newmarket, on which large sums were betted, 
both owners being equally sanguine of success. On 
seeing the horse's leg give way just before reaching 
the winning-post, he viewed the dire calamity with 
composure, or as it was said by turf writers of the 
day, like a Stoic, not moving a muscle, nor was the 
benign serenity of his facial expression disturbed. He 
only remarked to his friends : " Owners must put up 
with such things." But the way other interested 
parties looked on the awful catastrophe was totally 
different, for they said it was extremely unlucky and 
most mortifying to give a fortune for a horse one 
day and a few days afterwards to lose it. But it 
appeared that Mr. Ten-Broeck, with his usual 
acumen and wonted foresight, had sold the horse pre- 
viously to the match being run, which may have had 
something to do with the serenity of his disposition on 
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the eventful occasion. But who knows ? I remember 
also when this philosophic character had the first 
favourite for a little race at headquarters, which I 
won, whilst his horse was not placed ; yet at such an 
unexpected and unfortunate occurrence he was not 
chagrined, but remained as cool as the proverbial 
cucumber, whilst the rider, on returning to the 
scales, appeared completely overwhelmed with grief, 
which was plainly depicted on his sorrowful coun- 
tenance. 

From this little digression, let me now return and 
relate what took place with regard to Foxhall's trial, 
which I think will be of great interest to the 
general reader and throw some light on other events 
hereafter to be recorded. Shortly before the Grand 
Duke Michael Stakes were run, Mr. Bathgate, with 
Mr. Ten-Broeck, came to see Foxhall tried, and also 
to try with him a three-year-old horse of his own 
that had been backed for the Cesarewitch. The dis- 
tance was a mile and a quarter, Foxhall giving Don 
Fulano 71b. and to the two others conceding 281bs. 
each, and the result was " the heavy weight " won by 
a length, and Mr. Ten-Broeck's horse being last, 
tailed off, at the very least, 200 yards. After the 
trial Mr. Ten-Broeck said the horses were relatively 
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in the same position as they were when at New- 
market, or in other words Foxhall was 71bs. and a 
length's beating the better of the two. Mr. Ten- 
Broeck being judge had an excellent opportunity of 
seeing everything, and perhaps saw more of the 
finish than myself or Mr. Bathgate, who was intently- 
watching the trial a little further from the winning- 
post. The course was a very severe one, which was 
more in favour of the light than the heavy weight. 
Undoubtedly Mr. Ten-Broeck saw enough to satisfy 
himself, and the keen eye and practical experience 
of Mr. Bathgate made him believe that the horse 
won in a canter ; but with their usual reticence they 
deemed it unnecessary or impolitic to tell me so, 
lest I should- know too much ; but they might have 
assumed I had eyes and could see, and was able to 
judge of the matter as well as themselves. But that 
the impression the trial had created on their minds 
must have been favourable there can be no doubt, for 
no one will suppose that these two astute gentlemen 
could not teU the form of a horse they were trying 
to 2 libs., notwithstanding the assertion there was 
but lOlbs. between them. Being so satisfied 
with the result, what was the good, they would 
argue, of asking any questions either of the trainer 
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or the jockeys (stable boys) who rode in the trial? 
Mr. Ten-Broeck would know that it was customary 
in this country, after the trial, to hear what each of 
the jockeys had to say at the result — whether any- 
thing had happened in it that operated in favour of 
or prejudicially against any horse, or if either had 
gained an advantage and the cause of it, and then 
privately discuss the subject with the trainer after- 
wards, a plan ignored by these great American 
tacticians. I must say I should suggest also that 
it would have been better to have bought a horse 
that had lately run in public, whose true form was 
well known, and so prevent the possibility of making 
a mistake, all other things being accurately done. 
But it may be assxmied that Mr. Ten-Broeck knew 
the merits of his own horse and had more faith in 
him than anyone else oould have, and that something 
must have happened to him to have caused his being 
beaten such a very long way in the trial, though the 
boy offered no excuse in palliation of his inglorious 
defeat; and it is still more curious his never 
winning a race after. Moreover, trying a horse 
a mile and a quarter that had to run a mile 
farther, is a plan I think no one in this country, 
that knows anything of racing tactics, would have 
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adopted, though it may be the practice in 
America. 

In the way I have described this interesting trial 
and its results, I hope I have done full justice to Mr. 
Bathgate and his friend, Mr. Ten-Broeck, for to 
defraud either of a tittle of their well-known merits 
and acknowledged abilities would be far from me, 
and I am sure these generous spirits will readily 
excuse and pardon my differing from them in a few 
trivial matters of detail, which I have here set forth 
with candour and simplicity. . . It must not 
be inferred from what I have said of successful 
foreigners in their own country, astute gentlemen of 
great zeal and ability, that they act when here with 
less judgment than English owners of horses do who 
have raced all their lives, for that is not so. I could 
point to many that would prove the contrary. The 
late Lord Stamford, like dozens of others, was con- 
stantly changing not only his trainer, but his jockey, 
and like many other people, who need not be 
particularized, did no good to himself or those with 
whom he was connected. 

Though I have previously referred to this subject, 
I think a few supplementary remarks are still 
necessary. How different from such men are many 
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of our noblemen and other owners, who may have 
been and often were beaten, but did not, from such a 
common circumstance, believe in the dishonesty of 
those about them. "Honest masters make honest 
servants," and vice versdj is an old adage which time 
has confirmed and amply proved over and over 
again. But when any men of whatever class of 
society have to do with people of weak minds and 
suspicious feelings, nothing but dissatisfaction, loss 
of money and of temper, can possibly be the result. 
I don't for a moment say that a gentleman may not 
unfortunately employ a trainer that has no know- 
ledge of his business, but surely gentlemen are to 
blame for employing men whom they know cannot 
do them or their horses justice. One need only look 
through the list of trainers to find out that many of 
them till lately were following a very different 
calling, so that they can have no practical knowledge 
of their business, and the result of employing such, 
men is too often disastrous. There are plentjr 
of honest, well-disposed and able trainers of great 
experience and knowledge, who are at the service 
of any gentleman, and with whom he may safely 
entrust his horses and be assured that justice 

will be done to them ; and the same, in common 

18 
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fairness, may b3 said of the jockey, who, if you treat 
him fairly, not capriciously putting one jockey up 
one day and another the next, and then return to 
the other first employed or discard both without the 
semblance of reason for doing so, you may implicitly 
rely on his honour and honesty ; but when you do 
otherwise, what can you expect by your own unfair 
example in return for the injury (the ruin it may 
be) you have done him ? Trainers and jockeys are 
as sensitive and their feelings as easily wounded as 
other people's, when they find they have been trifled 
with and deceived, and if they become revengeful 
and retaliate upon those who have dealt unfairly by 
them, how can anyone be surprised at it ? I can 
say, as the result of many years' experience, that 
jockeys and trainers, as a body, are much more 
honest than they have the credit of being, and those 
that are not honest have often been made so by the 
duplicity and unfair actions of those that employ 
them. Therefore, let not all owners of race-horses 
" lay the flattering unction to their soul " that they 
are more honest than those they employ, for in truth 
it is not so. There are, no doubt, many honest 
owners, and it is equally certain that many of the 
men and boj^s that work for them are honest also. 
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We see honest trainers who do not know their 
business, and others too indolent to attend to it, 
yet who get on well with gentlemen who do not 
understand the art of training. This is to be 
regretted, but if they are satisfied and " it touches 
not them it comes near nobody." They possess the 
best horses and get beaten time after time in races 
they ought to have won, but they are satisfied, and 
when they win, as they do occasionally, they are 
delighted. Such men listen to no evil reports, and 
when told they have dishonest or silly men about them, 
say they have more confidence in their trainer and 
jockey than in the honesty of busy-bodies who are 
often interested in trying to cause ruptures that they 
may be benefitted by the change. 

The difierence of dealing with a satisfied and a dis- 
satisfied owner is as great as the difierence between 
a good shot and a bad one. The one enjoys his day's 
sport if he bags a brace of birds — a pheasant or a 
hare — the other spoils his if he misses a fair shot ; a 
greedy owner is the same. K he is not continually 
winning, he is always grumbling, and finds all sorts 
of imaginary faults with innocent and capable people. 
The other, if he wins a race now and then, is de- 
lighted, and ascribes the merit as much to the 
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trainer and jockey as to the prowess of the horse, 
and this is often literally true. There is scarcely a 
man in a hundred who takes to racing who does not 
think himself an expert, and in many cases believes 
he knows more of racing, and the art of training 
horses and riding them, than those who have spent a 
life-time in studying the intricate subject. This, on 
the part of many owners, is a great mistake, and is 
shown in the way I have before described. Among 
many mad freaks of owners of horses may be men- 
tioned as the maddest of the mad the purchasing of 
a carriage horse and putting him in training, and 
then buying fifteen others, two and three-year olds, 
that had been previously tried and sold as good for 
nothing, which cost the purchaser over a thousand 
pounds, which, at the time, he could ill-afford to lose 
— a sum he might as well have thrown into the Thames. 
But he did so on his own judgment, and till his folly 
was made apparent thought he had acted in a business- 
like way and wisely. Again, " I have kept and run 
horses for over twenty years," said a friend to me the 
other day, " and my luck has been something frightful." 
This person had probably more trainers than any one 
else I know in the same number of years. Last year 
(1889) he sent his horses to an old and experienced 
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man who did him good service, and won for him 

several races ; and I said, " Now you have Mr. 

you will do good, and I am pleased to hear it." 
*^ Oh," he replied, " I have got rid of him ; he did 
not suit me. I have now taken on my own man ; he 
is a very civil and well-behaved person, and I can 
train them." No doubt he thought so, and he has 
been virtually his own trainer for these last twenty or 
twenty-five years with about as much knowledge of the 
business as he has now, and will probably never have 
more, and if he had he has no time to devote to it. 
Mr. Genge was the same, as I have before related, 
also Mr. J. B. Starkey, and others. 

The following anecdote is so much to the purpose 
that I cannot refrain from giving it, and it is the last. 
A gentleman, well-known on the turf, bought an ex- 
pensive and fashionably-bred stud of about fifteen or 
twenty horses, and said to his trainer, possibly a re- 
spectable man, who had once been engaged in some 
racing-stables, " I want you to train these horses as 
you like, as I know nothing of such things. I have 
placed £10,000 in the bank with which to pay their 
engagements — travelling, and other incidental ex- 
penses ; when that is gone, I leave racing ; so, for 
your own, as well as my sake, make it last as long as 
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you can." No doubt he did so, and thought his 
management was faultless, as the money lasted about 
two years. The owner was not a novice at racing, 
but an experienced and fortunate man on the turf 
in other ways, and had he but had his horses trained 
by a trainer that knew his business, he might, and 
most likely would have been, racing with a good 
string of horses now, and adding to his income, which 
is now as it was then, in excess of his wants ; but he 
would have enjoyed the sport better in seeing hiso\ni 
horses run. It is not more strange, I suppose, that 
such a fallacy should exist in racing than it is at any 
other sport. In the hunting-field you always see a 
lot of men, calling themselves sportsmen, who are 
continually heading the fox or over-riding the 
hounds ; yet they believe they know more of hunting, 
and have a better way of showing sport, than the 
master or the huntsman. Indeed, it is the same with 
cricket, everyone, in his own estimation, is a " Grace," 
or likely to become one, and emulate the extraordi- 
nary deeds of that inimitable batsman, until he has 
tried and found by experience the difference, when 
though well-beaten, he always ascribes his indifferent 
play to bad luck, jumping ball, or gives some other 
plausible excuse for his coming out with a " duck's 
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^g^^y It is the same with shooting, coursing, fishing, 
and, in fact, with everything else. " Practice makes 
perfect " is a truthful adage we are all thoroughly- 
convinced of, yet how can it be so if tyros are as per- 
fect in any art or science as old practitioners ? Enough 
has been said to show how greatly gentlemen of any 
nation stand in their own light when they undertake 
to train horses, and criticise the performance of 
jockeys themselves, not having a rudimental know- 
ledge of the practice of either. Therefore, practically, 
leave training to trainers and riding to jockeys, and 
racing will be looked on with more pleasure by those 
interested in racing, and owners will derive greater 
satisfaction, and the grumbler will be left without a 
chance of grumbling. 

A few lines before concluding may be said further 
on American horses and their management. I 
occasionally ventured to express my opinion to Mr. 
Bathgate as to the best mode of managing Mr. 
Keene's horses ; I did so with regard to selling races, 
which was listened to, and I also advised him strongly 
not to run Foxhall in the Grand Duke Michael ; but 
he would not hear of it, and said, " Mr. Keene would 
rather win a famous weicrht-for-a<7e-race than a handi- 
cap, however great it might be," alluding to the 
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Cesarewitch, for which I wanted the horse kept. 
Of course, I never tried to enforce my ideas, some- 
times he gave way to my wishes (as in the case cited, 
and of Foxhall for the Cambridgeshire), but much 
oftener he followed his own ideas. Mr. Ten-Broeck's 
views being wedded to selling plates, where he may 
have thought he could back Mr. Keene's horses and 
win a good stake at most meetings, were diametrically 
opposed to Mr. Bathgate's, whose mania for winning 
led him to select small races of any sort, in which to 
do battle for the honour of his country and the inte- 
rest of his friend. But mine, in most cases, greatly 
differed from both, for I think with a good horse a 
large stake is as easily won, and of much more value, 
than a dozen little ones; yet all, professedly, were 
actuated by the sincerest motives for Mr. Keene's 
interest, regardless of our own. " Too many cooks 
spoil the broth " is an old and appUcable saying, the 
truth of which few will deny, and which may be seen 
here verified to the very letter. I may say this, and 
do sincerely, as a matter of fact, and solely in self- 
defence, without disrespect to either, that Mr. Keene*s 
horses would have won as many good races, and run 
quite as well, and oftener, without the assistance of 
either of these gentlemen. I have before mentioned 
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that it has been told me that Mr. Bathgate, m 
America, said that I had neglected Mr. Keene's horses 
— a report to which credence has been given by 
many individuals, and perhaps by none more than 
Mr. Keene himself ; and I have little doubt others in 
New York, and various parts of the country, sincerely 
beheved in its truth. To this I may say, if Mr. Bath- 
gate was cognizant of such a dereliction of duty, why 
did he not, in Mr. Keene's interest, mention it to me 
at the time ? This he never did, first or last. K he 
still persists in his accusation, let him bring proof, 
and support his allegation in other ways than with 
uncorroborated words ; then I will prove that what 
has been said was misrepresented or misunderstood, 
and refute this gratuitous attack on my reputation. 
Beyond this I had no reason to complain of Mr. 
Bathgate, except in the way he managed Mr. Keene's 
horses, and I have no sort of ill-feeling against him. 
That he was fond of his own opinion there is no doubt, 
and to please him I often gave way in matters of 
forms and ceremonies to which no importance could 
be attached. Amongst other things of this kind I 
allowed wooden forks to replace the iron ones, such 
as are used in all racing stables in this country — a 
matter he thought of great importance, but to which 
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I attached none. He was excessively nice in the 
management of the stables and the appearance of the 
furniture. New clothing was an object of admiration, 
though, if a little more worn, it was quite as service- 
able ; but in fundamental principles that cannot be 
transgressed with impunity, I differed with him. 
Such, for instance, as when he said, and no doubt 
really beheved, that I was not galloping Foxhall fast 
enough, and had on him a lad too heavy for a three- 
year-old to carry. Here to acquiesce would have 
been weakness, and an injustice to Mr. Keene. Eng- 
lish trainers, without speaking of myself, do not 
want American gentlemen to teach them their busi- 
ness. Experts may, from the different plans adopted 
in one country, be but poor exponents of the arts 
used successfully in another. Their own trainers 
themselves may not be able to prepare horses as well 
here, owing partly to the different nature of the 
ground, as they could do in their own country. Of 
this I think we have had proof. Concerning an 
American who came here for a few weeks in 1882, 
and who declared that Foxhall had contracted feet, and 
that I was the cause of it, let me now say that this 
man, I beheve, never saw the horse, certainly not in 
the stable, when he was with me ; therefore, what he 
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could know of the matter must have been very- 
little, if anything, and he could have known nothing 
of when it occurred, or who was the cause of it, 
therefore, few will believe the truth of the assertion, 
and the only object he could have had in making the 
vile statement was to advertise and extol his own 
knowledge, and to disparage a person he never saw in 
his life before. Foxhall's feet were not large, but I 
deny that they were diseased whilst with me, and as 
he was when in training for the City and Suburban at 
Newmarket galloped two miles over ground that 
could not be called soft, and left the turf, not from 
having contracted feet, or disease of any kind — being 
the soundest of horses — but because he turned savage, 
and towards the latter part of his preparation re- 
fused to gallop at all. After, if reports in the sport- 
ing papers are to be credited, the recital of these 
facts it will but little matter how the truth is per- 
verted, as no one will believe the accusations that 
were made by this man. 

These notes I give for the satisfaction of those 
interested in racing matters, who have no knowledge 
of the facts, either in America or in England, and 
various other parts of the globe where the names of 
Mr. Keene and his horse (Foxhall) have been spoken of 
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by narrators who have little knowledge of the abilities 
of the one or the generous intentions of the other. 
If I have unwittingly done either Mr. Bathgate or Mr. 
Ten-Broeck an injustice, and so provoked them to 
utterance, if I have not given them credit for honesty 
of purpose, or omitted to mention, when I thought 
they deserved it, and particularize with emphasis any 
actions I considered worthy of esteem, I must ask 
them to look on it as purely an unintentional error, 
which I deeply regret. I make no attacks, I fear no 
reply. I may now say that I knew absolutely 
nothing of Mr. Keene's ideas of racing during the 
greater part of the time his horses were with me, 
because Mr. Bathgate, when here, had the manage- 
ment of them, and whatever his instructions from 
Mr. Keene were he most certainly kept the know- 
ledge a most profound secret. 

I then had the pleasure of corresponding with Mr. 
Keene himself. I may say his letters bore the 
impress of commercial rectitude and exactness, 
without compromising his honour or lowering his 
social status. He gave instruction for the running 
of his horses, which was fully carried out. He 
never to me expressed his satisfaction at what had 
been done, or his displeasure at anything that had 
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been left undone, or carried to an unsuccessful issue. 
So without taking too much on credit we may 
assume he was, on the whole, satisfied with the 
running of his horses whilst with me, and thus 
tacitly admitted the fact. His generous desire to 
serve his friends, and to gratify the curiosity of 
some of his own countrymen, was misguided bounty 
lavish in the extreme, which could serve no good 
purpose to himself or those who had the charge of 
his horses, but was a possible injury to both. 
That he had many high-minded and gentlemanly 
friends who saw them for the sake of looking at a 
good horse I readily admit, but others had interested 
motives. I think I may be excused if to insinuating 
questions coyly put I replied evasively, or referred 
the querist to other matters of less importance for 
the sake of diverting attention, and so, in the 
interest of Mr. Keene, left them to follow their own 
fancy without influencing their judgment, and this 
without reflecting discredit on anyone. I may add 
there was no friend of Mr. Keene that betted at all 
but what backed Foxhall in all his races, for little or 
much, or was encouraged to do so, and was of course 
a winner, at which, I am sure, there was no one 
would rejoice more sincerely than Mr. Keene himself* 
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And I think I may say of Mr. Bathgate that he was 
equally anxious for the success of all Mr. Keene^s 
friends. Of myself personally, I can say there was 
no man led to believe an error through me. Evasive 
answers at times were given, or I should have been a 
traitor to my employer, and deserved of every honest 
person the deepest censure. This was done with Don 
Fulano for the Cambridgeshire, a race most people, 
after the Grand Duke Michael Stakes, thought he was 
sure to win, yet no one can say I led anyone to back 
him. K I mistake not Mr. Bathgate was actuated in 
every way by the same praiseworthy motives of serving 
Mr. Keene's friends in the most straightforward 
manner possible. In removing his horses from me, 
I may and do say in justification of my own 
acts, and for vindicating my aspersed character, 
that Mr. Keene had not even a plausible pretext, 
much less a solid reason, for doing such a thing, 
except, of course, that everj^one has a right to do as 
he likes with his own. His interest was carefully 
studied so far as I was permitted to act is true, and no 
one can say otherwise than justice was done his 
horses on every occasion. To this their running has 
borne the most ample and convincing testimony. 
What they did before they came into my hands, and 
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what they did after they left me, is the best proof of 
such facts. The relation of these matters may 
" come too near the praising of myself," but in such 
a light they are not intended to appear, but solely 
for stating things which, if left unnoticed, may be 
misconstrued and lead to a false and misleading con- 
clusion, which, at best, could please only the enemies 
of truth and fairness. I confess my dissatisfaction 
at Mr. Keene's removing his horses almost at a 
minute's notice (after my laying out, as I had done, 
about £1,500 in stables for the greater convenience 
of his horses), and that without reason, to please 
his friends. The short time I had his horses, and 
the expense I was obliged to go to, to provide 
suitable accommodation for the training of the best 
horse in the world, added but little to my gain, 
which was considerably discounted by the reasons 
given for their removal by some of Mr. Keene's 
friends, that were neither just nor generous. Not 
that I think, or ever did, that Mr. Keene was the 
prime mover in this ungenerous act, but it was done, 
I have every reason for believing, at the instigation 
of Mr. Ten-Broeck, as I have elsewhere noticed. If 
Mr. Keene had been here, and the opportunity 
given him of judging of things as they really 
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occurred, I feel sure the change would never have 
been made, nor would such a paltry excuse have been 
given for removing his horses from Newmarket. The 
reason then given was that too many horses were 
trained at that place, and too many animals under 
the charge of the trainer that had the care of 
them. For by a sort of casuistic way of looking 
at the matter, they returned to the self-same place, 
and were left in charge of a trainer that had as many 
or more horses under his care than the one from 
whom they had so lately been removed for the self- 
same cause. That such was the case there can be 
no doubt, for I had it from Mr. Bathgate himself, 
who thought, and not without good reason, that to 
do justice to a hundred horses was more than any 
one man could do, and consequently some, if not 
many of them, would of necessity be neglected. 
Surely the revelation of these facts are odd enough, 
and can only stultify the actions of those who did 
them. 

Furthermore, in justice to Mr. Keene, it should be 
said he may have known nothing of these things, or 
the way in which his horses were managed, and 
could have had no opportunity of knowing whom 
to censure or whom to praise. Could he have known. 
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these things would undoubtedly have been very 
different, and, to my thinking, very much more in 
his favour, and everyone would have then borne the 
brunt of his own burden. In recital of these little 
matters, surprising . as they are, I take it will be no 
less agreeable to Mr. Keene himself, who may now 
for the first time hear them, than they will be 
interestedly perused by some of my sporting readers, 
serving as a clue to the elucidation of many an 
obscure passage in racing history and betting lore. 

I have written without animus, for the diffusion of 
knowledge, small though it be, and the correction of 
error as well as for the love of honour and truth. 
Though the latter part of this discourse may seem a 
little discursive, I think it is applicable to the sub- 
ject before us, having for its purpose the amusement 
or benefit* of racing men. My object throughout 
has been to entertain the idle and instruct the 
diligent enquirer by recounting facts that have 
mostly come under my own personal observation, 
which cannot be gainsaid, the monotony of the 
whole being relieved by the interspersion of a few 
anecdotes which bear upon the subject in hand, 
although they lay no particular claim to originaUty 

or excellence. I have spoken my mind freely, dis- 
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tinctly, and disinterestedly, having nothing to fear 
from the malignity of the vicious or any favours to 
expect from the generosity of the great. The work 
will stand on its own merits, or fail from its inherent 
want of power to please an appreciative and in- 
dulgent public. To the best of my ability, I have 
fully and faithfully portrayed and condemned the 
errors and corruptions I have seen practised with 
unblushing effrontery. Freely and heartily I have 
accorded praise to every deserving member of 
society, whether he is to be found in the crowded 
lodgings of the poorest class of the community-, or 
amid the glittering scenes of the aristocracy of the 
country. To one and all ray object has been the 
same — their pleasure or profit — and if I have in any 
way attained this desirable end, my highest wishes 
will be gratified, and " I shall never envy the honours 
which wit and learning obtain in any other case, if I 
can be numbered among the writers who have given 
ardour to virtue and confidence to truth." 

THE END. 
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of Mr. Day's Remmiscences is in the morals that may be drawn 
from these broad and vivid impressions. , , . Professionally Mr. 
Day was in close relations with two of the most prominent 
statesmen of the present century (Lord Palmerston and Lord 
George Bentinck). . . . Lord George quarrelled with the Dane- 
bury Stable, and Mr. Day has much to say, which, though in- 
directly confirmed by the Greville Memoirs; is little to his noble 
employers' credit." 



THE STANDARD. 



"The success of his previous volume 'The Race Horse in 
Training,' has induced Mr. William Day to come before the 
public with his Personal * Reminiscences ' of most of the men 
who, during the past half century, have had any position on the 
English Turf his plan has been to take these persons seriatim, 
and to give to each a chapter, less or more, containing in the 
first instance, a biographical sketch, and then a few illustrative 
anecdotes. . . . The whole chapter (Mr. Padwick) is a very 
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instructive one. ... In reading this volume one has always to 
distinguish between the anecdotes that Mr. Day gives on his own 
authority, which are generally worth reading, and to the point, 
and those he narrates second hand. ... as will be readily 
gathered from these few examples, the volume is filled from 
beginning to end with good and readable anecdotes J* 



THE ILLUSTRATED SPORTING AND 
DRAMATIC NEWS. 



"There are few men whose * Reminiscences of the Turf' 
contain so much that will interest Racing Men^ as those of 
William Day, . . . this once all victorious member of the Day 
family There is so much of interest in the book that we are 
absolutely puzzled which * bits ' to choose for comment. ... A 
single review does not exhaust a book* like this. It will, no 
doubt, constantly furnish texts for remarks ; but from what has 
been said, it will have been perceived that this is emphatically a 
volume to be read" 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 



" Mr. William Day's admirable book upon * the Race Horse 
in Training,' will have prepared the World — especially the woild 
of the British Race Course — for a publication of no small interest 
and value, in the handsome volume containing the Reminiscences 
of one so long and honourably connected with the turf. . . . 
Whether recalling old scenes and old heroes of the * stately days 
of yore,' relating pointed and pertinent anecdotes in illustration 
of the topic for the moment in hand, exposing abuses or mal- 
practices of individuals or classes, or expounding and discussing 
matters of a technical or professional nature, the same general 
characteristics will be found. . . . The first moiety of this 
volume is a sort of Iliad of the turf which follows the Homeric 
Model, in bringing first one and then another of the protagonists 
to the front, as the mantle of supremacy rests upon each in 
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turn. . . . Mr. Day's opinions are on all such matters worthy of 
the highest attention and respect, and we must mention, as 
especially instructive, and containing matter for much serious 
reflection, his comparisons between the old and new school of 
Trainers and Jockeys. . . . We conclude by heartily recommend- 
ing Mr. Day's book to the favourable notice of the Racing 
AVorld." 



THE SPORTING LIFE. 



" In modern times it is not too much to say that William Day 
has earned a distinctive niche for himself in Sporting Literature^ 
or rather, to be more particular, in that branch of sport 
associated with the thorough-bred horse and the Turf. . . . there 
is no doubt that the author is himself a ivonderfully keen and 
4]uick Judge of men and of character. Such, indeed, is made very 
evident throughout the book. . . . The sketch of Lord Exeter 
may be favourably noted, and these and many like it are amongst 
the strong points of a most interesting book ; especially does this 
remark apply to Lord Palmerston. , . . The chapter devoted to 
Zachariah Simpson, the banker and breeder, of Diss, in Norfolk, 
is one of the best in the work, as is that devoted to the trials at 
IVoodyatcs and Shipton, . . . Taking the work as a whole we 
heartily congratulate the author on a production which will be a 
worthy companion to the Race Horse in Training, 

" . . . . The Reminiscences of William Day, a highly valuable 
book for present possession, and one moreover which will 
continue to grow in value with Age!' 



THE SPORTSMAN. 



" Mr. William Day has undoubtedly furnished us in this book 
•with the most interesting work relating to the turf published since 
the days of * The Druid! ... It appeals in a far greater degree 
than its predecessor (*The Race Horse in Training*) to the whole 
body of the Racing World, ... A great deal is related that has 
not previously appeared and much of which knowledge has 
hitherto been confined to very few. The author avoids all 
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unnecessary detail and writes his mind respecting many turf 
celebrities in vigorous, amusing and pointed fashion. . . 
* Reminiscences of JViltiam Day\^ a book not to be relinquished 
until nearly all of its many pages has been perused. . . . Enough 
has been written to show thiat the most recent addition to the not 
large number of books that have horse racing for their subject is 
an important and entertaining one." 



THE SPORTING WORLD. 



"Two of the most interesting works on Horse Racing ever 
given to the Sporting World now lie before me. The one, 
' Reminiscences of William Day^ of Danebury, the other, 
* Racing and Steeplechasing^ emanating from the Badminton 
Library, . . . The Reminiscences gives you the experience, in 
a comparatively small compass, of one of the most practical and 
successful trainers living, . . . William Day, one of the most 
acute, as well as practical trainers, of his or any other day. . . . 

**.... P^oxhall may be considered not only the best three 
year old, but the most perfectly trained three year old of 
modern times. . . . His Foxhall Cesarewitch and Cambridge- 
shire races is sufficient in itself to prove — what everyone knows — 
viz, : that William Day has no superior in his calling, or, for 
the matter of that, in the art of putting horses together for 
Handicaps, ^^ 



BELL'S LIFE IN LONDON. 



** The Reminiscences of which we are now writing are of 
speaal interest, ... It is replete with amusing turf stories, and 
should prove deeply interesting to all lovers of our National 
Sport, . . . The late Lord Glasgoio also finds a place amongst 
the pleasant chit chat. . . . and here we must pay the author a 
deserved compliment for his felicitous manner of description. 
Mr, Days singularly pleasing and interesting book^ which we 
earnestly recommend to all votaries of our great National 
Sport, , , . We have made copious extracts from Mr. William 
Day's latest literary contribution. They, however, only convey a 
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slight idea of the contents, as the book ts replete with authentic 
anecdotes and charming jeux Sesprits. It should be on the 
library table of every lover of the * Sport of Kings* Without 
appearing to indulge in an ultra-laudatory strain, we have no 
hesitation in saying that William of iVoodyates — the name that 
originally stamped him as a racing celebrity — has excelled him- 
self; and his Reminiscences form a worthy addition to his 
primary production — *The Race Horse in Training.'" 



THE ANDOVER STANDARD. 



" We cannot define this book as faultless in composition or in 
tone ; and at the same time we freely own that seldom, if ever, 
have we read a work of this stamp (Turfite) with greater interest; 
and we also feel confident that racing men, as a body, will say the 
same. . . . We find whole pages of admirably written ethics, 
illustrated by parallel passages from English and other Classics, 
to an extent which would induce us to set down Mr. Day as a 
man more than ordinarily well read. With a great retentiveness 
of memory, and with a capacity for prose composition that might 
almost rank with Charles Lamb, . . . We have but sketched 
some of the many interesting reminiscences with which this book 
teems. Having read it, we could begin it over again and freely 
condone its casual shortcomings for its many merits." 
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THE HORSE; 

ffOfV TO BREED AND REAR HIM. 

May be obtained of the Author y Durrington, Salisbury, 
Post free, i6s. 

THE MORNING POST. 



" Of the many works on this important subject of breeding for 
the turf, the chase, the road, and the farm, that has gained more 
or less reputation — utterly unworthy and fictitious in too many 
instances — not one is entitled to so much recognition or authority 
as Mr. William Day's latest volume, entitled, ' The Horse ; how 
to breed and rear him* As the author of two previous successful 
works of general interest, * The Race Horse in Trainings' and 
^ Reminiscences of the Turf J The late ^Master of IVoodyates' 
speaks and writes with an amount of practical knowledge from 
his long career as a breeder and trainer of thoroughbreds which 
was never possessed by any previous writers on those 
subjects. ... I must confine this necessarily brief review of 
Mr. Day's very interesting volume to the chapters on the breeding 
of Thoroughbreds as peculiarly appropriate to the present 
season. ... I should like to reproduce many more of the 
author's opinions and suggestions ; but it would be unfair to do 
so, as the book ought to be in the hands of all breeders of every 
description of horsed* 



THE DAILY TELEGRAPH. 



" Like its two predecessors, the present volume is the work of 
an able, sensible, and practical man^ who has been familiar with 
horses of all kinds for the last fifty years, and writes with that 
* connaissance de cause' which springs from long experience. 
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Leaving his 'Reminiscences of the Turf to readers with an 
appetite for personal details and anecdotes of the race course 
and the training stables — and of such readers the supply is inex- 
haustible — we can safely recommend Mr. William Day's last 
work to the careful perusal of breeders of race horses, hunters, 
hacks, troop horses, draught horses, shire horses, carriage horses, 
and ponies. ... * Well-bred horses would plough in the year 156 
more acres than cart horses ; and reckoning the earnings of a pair 
at TO shillings an acre, the total annual gain of the superior pair 
would amount to jCl^'* These are valuable hints for farmers, to 
whom William Day's pages will supply other advice of a not less 
serviceable kind. . . . We have said enough to show that for 
breeders of horses of all kinds and for farmers, the book which 
Mr.. William Day has just put forth will be full of interest and 
instruction. It is written like its two predecessors, in excellent. 
English. There is not an unintelligible sentence nor a confused 
thought in it ; and, even where the reader differs from some of 
its positions, he will be forced to admit that there is always a 
great deal of force in what its author advances. We are 
acquainted, indeed, with no trainer who has made such valuable 
contributions to equine literature as William Day. The present 
is a work that must be read from end to end, and by none to 
whom horses are dear can it be read without profit.'' 



THE FIELD. 



" Although, in speaking of * climate and other influences,' Mr. 
Day has the thoroughbred in his mind, that chapter, as well as 
several that follow, apply with almost equal force, in many parti- 
culais to half-breds. Breeders may read with advantage the 
author's remarks on sterility and slipping foals ; these ranking as 
hereditary diseases, and the facts adduced go very far to 
substantiate the assertion. . . . One passage on page 169 strikes 
us as being of supreme importance to the breeders of hunters, 
harness, and troop horses. ... It appears to us to be sound 
advice that farmers contemplating breeding hunters would do 
well to use on the farms, ' strong, useful mares, half or thorough- 
bred.' . . . Were this plan more often followed, and were fillies 
sent to the horse at three years old, the farmer would, roughly 
speaking, increase his stock by one third at comparatively small 
cost. . . . Those interested in the subject of breeding thorough- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(3) 

bred stock will find in Mr. Da/s book much that is useful, 
while galloways and donkeys are not forgotten. As being from 
the pen of a practical man, * The Horse ; how to breed and rear 
him,' has especial claims on the attention of breeders and will 
no doubt be carefully studied." 



THE LIVE STOCK JOURNAL. 



"The name of William Day has for so many years been 
identified with horseflesh that it would be impossible to imagine 
that any work from his pen upon the subject of breeding stock 
could be otherwise than well received. ... In his advocacy of 
plenty of exercise being allowed stallions, Mr. Day is assuredly 
propounding good common sense ; and that he is an opponent of 
high feeding might only be expected. . . . Mr. Day writes upon 
such subjects as a high authority^ and one who has bought and 
paid for his experience. It may therefore be truthfully observed 
of * The Horse ; how to breed and rear him,' ... is a work 
that is likely to prove both interesting and beneficial to those 
interested in a subject that at the present time may almost be 
described as being of National importance^ 



THE ILLUSTRATED SPORTING AND 
DRAMATIC NEWS. 



" Few men can have had more experience of the horse, from 
its earliest infancy, . . . than Mr. William Day, whose works are 
beginning to form quite a little library by themselves. . . . The 
present volume is more practical than its predecessors have been ; 
but it is full of interest to the breeder of thoroughbred stock, 
and also to no inconsiderable extent to the reader who has a 
general fancy for the turf, or indeed for the horse, for Mr. Day 
does not confine himself entirely to the animal of which he has 
had the most experience. . . . Many of the points which are here 
dealt with would in themselves form the ground of an elaborate 
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volume; indeed, the chapter on * consanguinity, crossing and 
colour,' alone include most of iki^ theory of breeding, . . . There 
is a most serviceable chapter on the stud farm, full of those 
practical points which can only have occurred to such a man as 
the author, who had in his life time built half-a-dozen structiures 
of the sort, and is as likely as not to build two or three more. 
We want no better authority on breeding than Mr. William Day, 
and for this book all who are interested in the propagation of 
thoroughbred stock o^ve him a debt of gratitude ; for properly 
read he will save them much money, trouble and disappoint- 
ment" 



THE GRAPHIC. 



" A book on the horse by such a practical master of his subject 
as the great trainer, Mr. W. Day, could not fail of being valuable, 
as well as interesting. ... Of course the chapters on breeding, 
mating, and the care of mares and foals are practical and 
excellent. So is that on hunters and troop horses, of which Mr. 
Day believes (as firmly as Goldsmith in his day) that we have the 
best breed in the world. . . . *' 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 



" This handsome volume records the results of the observations 
made by Mr. William Day during a long and honourable career, 
exclusively occupied with equine interests. ... Of course, Mr. 
Day has a good deal to say about the breeding and improvement 
of our thoroughbred stock, and here he is as much at home as 
Macgregor on his native heath. But he has also many valuable 
suggestions to make with regard to hacks and hunters, army, 
draught, and agricultural horses. Not the least important and 
interesting portions of the work, are those which treat of the half- 
bred horse in its relations to the farm, and offer valuable advice 
to farmers as to the best means of turning the horse-breeding 
industry to remunerative account." 
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". . . . Of breeding and rearing horses on which his (Mr. 
Day's) knowledge, experience and success are probably un- 
equalled by any living man. ... His chapters on the subject 
of breeding hunters and horses for the Army and the Farm are 
very much to the point, and should be carefully studied by 
farmers, whose attention has only recently been awakened to the 
necessity of extreme care in their choice of sires and dams. 
Every country gentleman should keep the book for handy 
reference, bearing in mind that no previous writer on horse- 
breeding has had even a fraction of Mr. Day's practical 
experience." 



THE SPORTING LIFE. 



" * The Race Horse in Training,* notwithstanding it has been 
pronounced the best book ever written on the subject, now in the 
fifth edition, will never in point of interest or usefulness to a large 
section of the community be equal to the work under considera- 
tion ; which is a mine of 7cealth to owners of all classes of horses 
.... The book is so full of facts, and contains so much useful 
matter on all that relates to breeding the several sorts of horses 
in this country, that we can hardly tell where to begin and where 
to finish our remarks on the differing subjects. To do justice to 
such a work would be impossible with only the limited space at 
command. ... In writing * The Horse, and how to breed and 
rear him,' it is but fair to say that Mr. Day has eclipsed his 
former efforts in wisdom and knoudedge. The book will be read 
by a large class of readers, particularly breeders, stud-grooms, 
landed proprietors, and their agents, and perhaps, above all, by 
the British Agriculturist^ to whom it will be a text book, contain- 
ing a vast amount of practical knowledge, facts and ideas that 
none but an expert would have brought together in such an 
amusing and useful manner. On the whole we therefore unhesi- 
tatingly say it is an exceptional work of great merits in which is 
found much to praise and little to censure. We therefore heartily 
congratulate the author on the completion of another standard 
work, and sincerely wish it all the success it deserves." 
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THE SPORTING WORLD. 



" * The Horse ; how lo breed and rear him/ under the above 
title, a book written by Mr. William Day ... is sure to be 
read with interest at a time like the present. . . . Landowners 
and farmers are of one accord as to the absolute necessity of 
turning the greater portion of the arable land of England into 
pastures^ and they are at a loss to know what to do in order to 
make both ends meet A careful perusal of Mr. Day's ^book will, 
we think, open their eyes to the fact that horse breeding can be 
made a profitable occupation^ provided they adopt the methods 
so clearly defined by the author, . . . Good profits to the 
agriculturist means increase of trade and greater wealth to the 
whole population^ so it is of general interest that a trial of Mr; 
Day's ideas should be attempted. In conclusion, we have only 
to add that the book we have now briefly reviewed is entertain- 
ing as well as instructive, *ab ovo usque ad mala,' so we 
confidently anticipate as great a success for this volume as that 
obtained by *The Race Horse in Training,' and 'Reminiscences 
of the Turf,' from the pen of the same author." 



THE WILTSHIRE COUNTY MIRROR AND EXPRESS. 



" The work does not deal exclusively with one class of horse 
or another, but embraces the whole equine tribe. It will, there- 
fore, be peculiarly interesting to all that are fond of riding, or in 
other ways, use the horse for pleasure or profit. ... If Mr. Day 
is right in saying the horse best adapted for work on the farm 
has not been found, and it is only by breeding from and using 
lighter horses can such a desirable end be obtained ; then why 
not try the plan ? . . . . Though we have quoted freely from 
Mr. Day's book, and scrutinized its many pages with more than 
common care, yet we see but little in it but what is rare and of 
some value to those who study its contents. ... It is an able 
and well digested treatise on an untried and difficult subject, 
written in a masterly style by a firm and competent hand. It 
grasps and expounds an extensive topic that is worthy the admira- 
tion of a nation, for the benefit of which it is written. * The 
Horse ; how to breed and rear him,' therefore has never been 
surpassed in comprehensiveness of thought or minuteness of 
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detail in knowledge of facts, in discrimination, or in skilful 
manipulation of its various heads, as well as the lucidity of its 
description and the force of its arguments that irresistibly carry 
conviction of its truthfulness and value, triumphantly to the 
minds of every unprejudiced reader." 



THE ANDOVER STANDARD. 



" This work may be regarded as supplying a long felt want. 
It was written by the author, a practical man of the largest 
experience in horse-breeding, under the impression that such a 
book is really needed at the present time, and he is perfectly 
correct in his assumption. . . . Mr. Day deals with the subject 
exhaustively, and with the fullest practical knowledge, recording 
faithfully every detail that may be of service in successfully 
carrying on horse-breeding establishments. ... In short, to help 
the breeder to this desirable end is the primary object which he 
has in view. ... In conclusion, Mr. Day deals with some 
fallacies and errors in horse-breeding, and makes some excellent 
suggestions for reforms, by the adoption of which he considers 
we should probably have better horses and more of them. . . . 
We can most heartily recommend Mr. Da/s book to our 
agricultural friends as containing matters of the greatest interest 
to them, from which they may derive not only pleasure but turn 
U) the greatest practical use and profit." 
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THE RACEHORSE m TRAINING. 



May be obtained of the Author, Durrington^ Salisbury, 
Price, 9s. post free. 



THE TIMES. 



" We can say at least, without hearing counter arguments, that 
Mr. Day is a plausible advocate for 

HIS SYSTEMS, 

and that he has illustrated them with apposite and entertaining 
anecdotes, which invariably and triumphantly vindicate 

THEIR SUCCESS. 

But it would be difficult for anybody interested in stable 
management to read his volume carefully without 

GETTING VALUABLE HINTS. 

Mr. Day has not only written a 

USEFUL BOOK, 

but one that in its simple and 

STRAIGHTFORWARD STYLE, 

does no little credit to 

HIS LITERARY ABILITY." 

20 
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THE DAILY TELEGRAPH. 



" Modest in its aim, unambitious in its style, concise and free 
from prolixity in its language, written, too, in plain, unadorned 
and intelligible English, the book may lay 

CLAIM WITH JUSTICE 

that, of its kind, it has no superior in the wide diversified field 
of so called literature which owes its inspiration, or at least its 
origin, to 

HORSE RACING. 

Be this, however, as it may, no competent reader can 

deny that ' 

WILLIAM DAY 

has written one of the most 

FEARLESS, SEARCHING, AUTHORITATIVE, AND 
INTERESTING WORKS 

that has ever appeared upon an inexhaustible subject, and we 
trust he may be rewarded as he deserves by living to see its 
passage through many successive editions." 



THE STANDARD. 



" As one reads we are surprised at the immense 

AMOUNT OF INFORMATION 

upon every subject connected with Racing which is condensed 
within the compass of a 

SINGLE VOLUME, 

the whole arranged with clearness and conciseness which would 
do credit to the most 

PRACTISED WRITER. 
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It is another proof of the fact that the more thoroughly a man 
knows his subject the more 

BRIEFLY HE CAN EXPLAIN IT. 

Mr. Day, with his long and varied experience, is 

NEVER IN DOUBT. 

He is thoroughly convinced as to the best way of 

DOING A THING, 

and is always able to illustrate his dictum by a few 

STRIKING EXAMPLES 

which are worth pages of argument. This book includes all 
that is necessary to know for an 

OWNER OR TRAINER OF RACE HORSES." 



THE DAILY NEWS. 



"Mr. Day approaches his subject in the sober spirit of one 
who is duly impressed with its 

GRAVITY AND IMPORTANCE, 

and though his book is never dull, it is, in the strictest sense of 
the term, 

PRACTICAL. 

Betting of these days and of bygone times, and 

AN INFINITY OF OTHER TOPICS, 

together with valuable hints on Racing Reforms, are treated in 
this volume with a simple directness which renders the 

BOOK UNIQUE IN ITS WAY. 

The chapter on Jockeys, and the disastrous result of 

boys riding, are 

CURIOUSLY ENTERTAINING." 
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THE FIELD. 



. " Many books upon racing and sporting subjects are reviewed 
in tbese columns, but it is with no ordinary pleasure that we 
pronounce " The Race Horse in Training " to be a work of 

EXCEPTIONAL MERIT. 

Few books of equal authority have, indeed, ever been 

written upon 

HORSE RACING; 

and it is but an inadequate description of 

THE WORK 

to say that it will take its place for all time among 

THE CLASSICS OF THE TURF. 

To do exhaustive justice to one of the most unmasking, 

SEARCHING AND FEARLESS 

expositions of the plague spots infecting our chief national 
sport that have ever seen the 

LIGHT IN PRINT, 

would far exceed the limits accorded to us on the present 
occasion. Suffice it in conclusion for us to say that, written in 
admirable and sinewy English, supported by a wide, diversified 
and far-extending experience, and drawn from the stores of a 
comprehensive and retentive memory 

WILLIAM DAY'S 'RACE HORSE IN TRAINING,' 

has never been surpassed in 

WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE 

by any of its countless predecessors upon the same or cognate 
subjects; and that its publication in the present year is 
undoubtedly so significant and noteworthy an incident, that a 
lover of horse racing, however long his life may be, is not likely 
to see 

IT REPEATED IN HIS TIME." 
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LAND AND WATER. 



"The ideas of the author regarding sun-light and fresh au: 
.... on stable management are worthy of the 

ADVANCED SCIENCE OF THE DAYI 

The work as a whole is a masterpiece of plain, sensible writing, a 
perfect 

MINE OF WEALTH 

to trainers and owners of horses, and, we may add, jockeys. To 
such we regard the volume as a trustworthy vade mecum which 
this century, we predict, will not see surpassed." 



THE SPORTING LIFE. 



"We deem it one of the best and nlost exhaustive on a 
subject most difficult to handle, 

EVER LAUNCHED ON THE OCEAN 

of public criticism Success of the VVoodyates Stable 

and of low-priced yearlings are 

MOST INTERESTING CHAPTERS, 

experience of trials, evils of the light-weight scale, and a host of 

other matters make us loth to leave the volume We 

heartily congratulate Mr. William Day on the production of a 
book which cannot fail to be regarded as a 

STANDARD WORK." 



THE SPORTSMAN. 



"... Mr. Day, however, is happiest when, having treated 
upon the various ailments to which horses are subject and 
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prescribed the most approved mode of treatment, he goes on to 
speak of 

HORSES' CONDITION. 

It has evidently been written by a deep-thinking and 

conscientious man, and we earnestly hope that his aspirations 
may be realized, that his handsomely bound and 

ALTOGETHER WORTHY VOLUME 

may effect a deal of good." 



THE SPORTING TIMES. 



" If ever a man was in a position to speak with authority on 
matters appertaining 

TO THE TURF, 

that man is William Day we find every word of it of 

value and to read it 

WAS A DUTY. 

In the way of incident, our remarks convey only a very slight 
notion of the wealth of the volume. We look upon the book as 
one of the 

MOST VALUABLE 

ever contributed to 

TURF LITERATURE." 
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